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BC Resolution # 10-14-26-B 
Onʌyoteʔa·ká Day 

 
WHEREAS, the Oneida Nation is a federally recognized Indian government and a treaty tribe 

recognized by the laws of the United States of America; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Oneida General Tribal Council is the governing body of the Oneida Nation; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the Oneida Business Committee has been delegated the authority of Article IV, Section 1, 

of the Oneida Tribal Constitution by the Oneida General Tribal Council; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Oneida Nation Holiday Observance Calendar officially observes Indian Day on the 

Friday immediately following Thanksgiving Day; and 
 
WHEREAS, the term Indian is a historical misrepresentation made by Christopher Columbus, as he had 

invaded the shores of South, believing he had found a route to the Indian subcontinent, 
and referred to the Indigenous peoples he encountered as “Indios”; and 

 
WHEREAS, Indian Day is not reflective to who Oneidas are as Ukwehu·wé, the original people; and 
 
WHEREAS, Thanksgiving Day serves as a reminder to Indigenous Peoples, the genocide of millions, 

theft of lands, and the unwavering assault of native culture; and is a time for reflection and 
to mourn; and 

 
WHEREAS, the day after Thanksgiving should serve as a time to honor the culture of who we are as 

Onʌyoteʔa·ká, the People of the Standing Stone, and continue to be resilient; and 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Oneida Business Committee hereby declares that from 
this day forward, the Friday after Thanksgiving, which is formally known as Indian Day will now be known 
as Onʌyoteʔa·ká Day. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, the undersigned, as Secretary of the Oneida Business Committee, hereby certify that the Oneida 
Business Committee is composed of 9 members of whom 5 members constitute a quorum; 7 members 
were present at a meeting duly called, noticed and held on the 14th day of October, 2026; that the forgoing 
resolution was duly adopted at such meeting by a vote of 6 members for, 0 members against, and 0 
members not voting*; and that said resolution has not been rescinded or amended in any way. 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Lisa Liggins, Secretary 

Oneida Business Committee 
 

*According to the By-Laws, Article I, Section 1, the Chair votes "only in the case of a tie." 
 


