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Statement of Effect 
Higher Education Grant Law Rule No. 1 – Student Eligibility Requirements and Administration 

 
Summary 

The Higher Education Grant Law Rule No. 1 – Student Eligibility Requirements and 
Administration establishes comprehensive procedures and requirements governing the 
administration of the Higher Education Grant program, including student eligibility, application 
requirements, funding calculations, academic performance standards, and appeals. 

 
Submitted by: Grace L. Elliott, Staff Attorney, Legislative Reference Office Date: May 28, 
2026 

 
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Office 

The Administrative Rulemaking law provides authorized agencies the opportunity to promulgate 
rules interpreting the provisions of any law enforced or administered by it; provided that, a rule 
may not exceed the rulemaking authority granted under the law for which the rule is being 
promulgated. [1 O.C. 106.4-1]. Rulemaking authority is defined as the delegation of authority to 
authorized agencies found in the Nation’s laws, other than the Administrative Rulemaking law, 
which allows authorized agencies to implement, interpret and/or enforce a law of the Nation. [1 
O.C. 106.3-1(i)]. An authorized agency is defined as “any board, committee, commission, 
department, program or officer of the Nation that has been granted rulemaking authority.” [1 O.C. 
106.3-1(a)]. 

The Higher Education Grant Law establishes the Higher Education Grant program and sets forth 
the funding requirements and procedural controls for awarding grants to eligible members of the 
Nation. [10 O.C. 1005.1-1]. It is the policy of the Nation to provide a fiscally responsible and 
consistent methodology for awarding Higher Education grants to enhance postsecondary 
educational opportunities for members of the Nation. [10 O.C. 1005.1-2]. 

The Higher Education Grant Law delegates rulemaking authority to the Oneida Higher 
Education Office to promulgate rules governing the administration of the Higher Education 
Grant program in accordance with the Administrative Rulemaking law. [10 O.C. 1005.4-2]. 
These rules are required to address, at a minimum, student file requirements, funding structures 
and caps, application procedures, and appeals processes. [10 O.C. 1005.4-2(a)-(d)]. 

 

 

 

 



The purpose of Higher Education Grant Law Rule No. 1 – Student Eligibility Requirements and 
Administration (“the Rule”) is to implement and operationalize the Higher Education Grant 
program by defining the Higher Education Student File, specifying funding period calculations, 
establishing funding tier caps, setting application requirements, and detailing the appeals process, 
consistent with the Higher Education Grant Law. [Rule 1.1-1]. 

Specifically, the Rule: 

 Establishes application requirements and procedures, including completion of the Higher 
Education Student File, submission of required documentation, and compliance with 
FAFSA requirements. [Rule 1.4-1 through 1.4-4]. 

 Implements funding periods and tiered funding caps, including maximum annual funding 
caps for associate, undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral programs. [Rule 1.5-3 through 
1.5-4]. 

 Establishes award calculation and disbursement procedures, including use of Financial 
Needs Analysis (FNA), cost of attendance considerations, and payment of awards 
directly to educational institutions. [Rule 1.6-1 through 1.6-2]. 

 Establishes a formal appeals process, including timelines, standards of review, and levels 
of appeal for students challenging grant decisions. [Rule 1.9-1 through 1.9-3; 10 O.C. 
1005.8]. 

 Includes provisions for implementation, review, and ongoing administration, including 
issuance of forms and biennial review of the Rule. [Rule 1.10-1 through 1.10-2]. 

The Rule ensures consistent administration of the Higher Education Grant program and aligns 
operational procedures with the statutory requirements set forth in the Higher Education Grant 
Law. 

Conclusion 
There are no legal bars to adopting the Higher Education Grant Law Rule No. 1 – Student 
Eligibility Requirements and Administration. 
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