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Shekóli Swakwe•kú. 
In every edition of the Kalihwisaks, 

we work hard to highlight the 
positive impact of strong Indigenous 
representation and leadership.

These actions are empowering 
reflections of ourselves, teaches 
our youth empathy, kindness, and 
compassion for one another, and 
thus, it is a powerful tool for societal 
change.

Recently, Governor Tony Evers 
signed Act 222 into law. This act 
protects our students’ rights to 
wear their traditional regalia during 
graduation ceremonies and school 
sponsored events.

Beyond the commencement 
ceremonies, however, it's still vitally 
important to represent in everyday 
actions like clothing, jewelry, or 
even stickers on a water bottle. 
Doing so connects and inspires us 
all. Therefore, the ability to freely 
and openly show this connection to 

our culture and communities shows 
us that no matter where we go in 
life, we’ll have people inspiring and 
urging us forward.

These beliefs and concepts 
are personified in the article, 
Commencing with Indigenous 
Pride on page 16 and the 
photo collage on page 24 
of the Missing & Murdered 
Indigenous Relatives Walk.

Enjoy reading the June 
2026 edition and keep 
representing!

Yaw kó.

Yewelah wi•se Cornelius
Creative Services Trainee 
Kalihwisaks

From the Kali

https://oneida-nsn.gov/resources/kalihwisaks/
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L to R: Senator Tammy Baldwin visited 
with with the owners of Skenandore 
Farm, LLC and Oneida Creek Equestrian, 
Isaiah and Kelsey Skenandore, on Friday, 
May 15, 2026 to hear how the Trump 
Administration's war of choice in Iran is 
impacting the farming industry.
Per Senator Baldwin's team, One-third of 
the world’s fertilizer passes through the 
Strait of Hormuz, and since the attacks 
on the shipping lane, prices have gone 
up 25%. Diesel prices have also jumped 
75% in the last three months, dramatically 
increasing farmers’ costs to operate 
their machinery. Senator Baldwin has 
repeatedly forced votes in the Senate to 
end Trump’s war in Iran that is hurting 
Wisconsin farmers, families, and service 
members.
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As I look back on my family’s journey in service to 
the Oneida Nation, I want to share a special piece of 
history that has guided me throughout my own time on 
the Oneida Business Committee. This article was writ-
ten by my father, Russell Metoxen, as his final message 
to the Oneida people when he completed his term on 
Council. My father’s words reflect the heart and steady 
commitment that shaped his leadership and my under-
standing of what it means to serve our Nation. I share 
his column today to honor his legacy and to recognize 
the intergenerational journey we have traveled together 
as Oneida members and as Oneida councilmen.

As my term comes to an end, I extend my deep-
est gratitude to my family, whose steady support has 
helped me serve our Nation with clarity and purpose. 

I especially want to acknowledge my children, Elijah, 
Mercy, Schuyler, and grandchildren, who remind me that 
our future depends on staying connected to who we are 
as Oneida people. They show me that our community 
thrives when each generation chooses to contribute 
and nurture what was handed down to us. I also want 
to thank everyone who has supported my work over 
the years. Your guidance and encouragement have 
strengthened my leadership, and I am honored to have 
served alongside you.

Thank you and God Bless,
Kirby Metoxen
Retiring Councilman

I would like to sincerely say it has been a pleasure to serve the Oneida people and by far it has been one of the 
most challenging things I have ever done in my life. Perhaps I have not always made the right decisions on the 
council, but I can say with a clear conscience I have always done my best.

I encourage every tribal member who is enrolled to take an interest in our tribal affairs and if you are able to run 
for any elected office, take advantage of the situation now. We have more elected positions within the tribe where 
everyone can have an opportunity to participate in elder affairs, education, gaming, judiciary, trust, and other 
boards and committees. There is so much growth in this tribe and it has been because of the involvement of all our 
Oneida people who are willing to stand up and take a position as decision makers and leaders.

The most difficult part of serving on the Business Committee has been making decisions every day that you know 
will have an effect on people and we cannot please everyone all of the time, in fact it seems there is always someone 
who is offended by the Business Committee decisions, but I have always tried to look at how decisions affect 
the tribe overall and not just a few individuals.

With the elections just a week away, I hope everyone goes to the polls to vote, if you do not exercise 
your right to vote, you are wasting one of the most important rights you have as a tribal member. 
After the elections I hope each of you will do your best to support the newly elected Business 
Committee no matter who they are, give them a chance, and keep a watchful eye on tribal 
business as a responsible member of the General Tribal Council.

Thank you and God Bless,
Russell Metoxen
Retiring Councilman
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https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=l6Dnx6owXkije1N8IPiGIzH7cXUcrkhMpr98Ywps_uZUQkJMOEREWlA3SFBCVTBIQjg2WTREMUQ0OC4u&route=shorturl
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Just Move It Oneida (JMIO) is a community wellness 
campaign encouraging Oneida Community members of 
all ages to stay active through free monthly physical activ-
ity events.

Participants must register once per calendar year to 
attend JMIO events. Registration is available in person 
on the day of the event. Each registered participant will 
receive one free 2026 JMIO t-shirt, while supplies last.

The event includes a 1–3 mile walk or run on a main-
tained pea gravel trail and will begin with an opening 
prayer at 8am. Participants should dress for the weather. 
No pets allowed.

While supplies last, participants will receive a JMIO work-
out towel, as well as snacks, and water.

Pow Wow JMIO Walk/Run
Saturday, June 27th • 8–10am

Farmers Market location @ Duck Creek Trail 
(N7284 County Rd J, Oneida, WI 54155

SPECIAL JMIO POW WOW
T-SHIRT DEADLINE

Special event t-shirt registration
is closed. If you registered for
a special pow wow walk/run

t-shirt, pickup will be available
at the event only.

JustmoveitOneida

https://oneida-nsn.gov/jmio/
https://www.facebook.com/justmoveitoneida
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Understanding and honoring our food relatives 
has always been an essential part of who we are as 
Oneida people. Funded through a partnership with 
the Wisconsin Partnership Program at the University 
of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health, 
Mending the Disconnect with Food: An Oneida Food 
Sovereignty Initiative is a five-year community grant 
focused on restoring food sovereignty as a foundational 
component of health, wellness, and community resilience.

In 2024, the program conducted a survey that 
received more than 200 responses. The survey 
identified barriers to growing and preparing healthy 
food, including lack of land, resources, time, gardening 
knowledge, and access to practical food education.

In response to these findings, Program Manager, 
Belinda McLester, and Arlie Doxtator Jr., Community 
Outreach Coordinator, expanded the program’s 
reach and impact through education focused on food 
sovereignty initiatives and practical skill-building 
opportunities designed to reconnect families to food, 
culture, health, and the land. Many of the education 
efforts include hand-on activities through workshops, 
cultural food programming, preservation classes, youth 
engagement opportunities, and community partnerships.

In 2025 alone, the program held 56 events, including 
raising and butchering chickens, deer butchering 
workshops, Food is Medicine education, youth and school 
partnerships, and annual rice harvest on the Oneida 
Reservation. Again, Mending the Disconnect with Food 
is about helping the community reconnect, one family at 
a time, to the foundational food practices that have been 
lost and return to traditional and nourishing foods, and 
even the historically commonplace practice of gathering 
at the dinner table. At the heart of all these efforts, 
however, is the program’s community garden program.

Gardening coach, Melody Linsmeyer provides 
participants comprehensive, hands-on gardening 
education from seed saving to harvest, and other 

foundational growing skills. The program also provides 
families with the opportunities to raise chickens at the 
garden in exchange for eggs. Currently, nine families are 
actively working together to sustain their families into the 
winter months. Building on these efforts, the program is 
also expanding culinary and nutrition education through 
a series called Eat to Live. This series explores the history 
of the Indigenous diet, the role of food as medicine, and 
the importance of whole, living foods while increasing 
awareness of the health impacts associated with modern/
ultra-processed foods and the associated chronic health 
conditions adversely impacting Native communities today.

Although the grant that funds this program ends in 
December 2026, the need for this work will not end 
there. The hope is that continued partnerships and future 
funding opportunities will allow this work to continue 
growing and reaching more families for years to come.

Oneida was once a thriving farming community, deeply 
connected to the land and capable of feeding its own 
people. While there is still work to do, this program is 
helping rebuild that foundation by equipping community 
members with the knowledge, skills, and resources needed 
to begin producing and preparing their own food again.

Nourishing the Nation
Oneida's Path Toward Food Sovereignty
By Gavriella Van Boxtel

“This work takes commitment, 
patience, and a willingness to 
get your hands dirty, but helping 
families rebuild the skills and 
confidence to grow and prepare 
their own food is some of 
the most meaningful and 
worthwhile work we can do 
for future generations,” says 
Mending the Disconnect 
Program Manager
Belinda McLester



8 | KALIHWISAKSJUNE 2026 ONEIDA READS

The Oneida Reads program held a Family Night event 
Tuesday, May 12, 2026, at the Oneida Hotel that featured 
Dr. Dipesh Navsaria, a pediatrician, early literacy advocate, 
and champion for healthy child development.

During the presentation, Dr. Navsaria gave plenty 
encouraging words to parents and caregivers. Perhaps 
most notable was that it’s clear that all parents love 
their kids.

In his first slide, it states, "Child development is a 
foundation for community and economic development, as 
capable children become the foundation of a prosperous 
and sustainable society." Shortly after, Dr. Navsaria 
emphasized this point by citing a quote by abolitionist and 
orator, Frederick Douglass, which states, "It is easier to 
build strong children than to repair broken men."

The statistics Dr. Navsaria shared contrasting children 
with proper reading and learning opportunities versus 
those with numerous risk factors influencing their 
development was alarming. Without going into too much 
detail, the important takeaway is that these interactive 
influences of both the child's heredity and their experiences 
literally shape the architecture of the developing brain, 
which led to perhaps the key ingredient to the success or 
failure of the child.

"The serve and return, this back and forth interaction 
that young children should have with loving, caring adults 
in their life. This is the only thing that drives development 

forward in kids under age three," says Dr. Navsaria. 
He continues by explaining that with any learning tool, 
whether a book, a computer app, etc., the key component 
is the responsible adult(s) in children's lives.

Dr. Navsaria refers to these individuals as Safe, Stable, 
Nurturing Relationships (SSNR's), to which he jokingly says, 
"There is no app to replace your life."

When SSNR's provide relational reading to children, 
meaning they verbally, physically, and spiritually interact 
with them, books are, metaphorically speaking, simply a 
conduit for the love and energy they are providing to the 
child. By supporting nurturing relationships and reducing 
external sources of bad and/or toxic stress, the odds of 
children developing core life skills that continuously gain 
in strength over time dramatically increases.

Dr. Navsaria explained that when healthcare, early 
childhood education, home visiting, social, and other factors 
intersect, you achieve consilience, the "jumping together" 
of knowledge, where evidence from independent, 
unrelated sources converges to form a strong, 
unified conclusion.

Reading is a Relational Activity
Dr. Dipesh Navsaria Emphasizes the Importance of SSNR's
By Garth Webster

(L to R): Chairman Tehassi HIll, Dr. Karen Lane, Medical Director at Oneida Comprehensive Health, featured presented Dr. Dipesh 
Navsaria, Miss Oneida Mia Charnon, Lil' Miss Oneida Marley Fontaine, and Councilwoman Jennifer Webster, community champion 
for the Oneida Reads initiative.

Learn more about Dr. Navsaria and 
his regional and national work wih 
the Reach Out and Read Program

https://reachoutandread.org/about/board-of-directors/
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On Tuesday, April 28, 2026, the Native Breastfeeding 
Coalition of WI (NBCW) celebrated their 10th anniversary 
at the Oneida Nation Employee Services building. NBCW 
was founded by the Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Council in 
2016. Many Wisconsin tribes, including Oneida, joined 
NBCW and began working toward a goal which to reclaim 
breastfeeding as one of our first sacred foods. 

NBCW has spent the last 10 years working towards this 
goal by gathering Native American specific breastfeeding 
data, educating people, and promoting breastfeeding 
within Tribal communities. As part of these efforts, NBCW 
supports all WI Tribal communities by providing resources 
such as toolkits for events and promotional items to share 
with participants. 

The Oneida Maternal Child Health Staff consists of 
Prenatal Coordinator Candi Cornelius and Maternal Child 
Health worker Makenit Gutierrez. The first step taken to 
increase breastfeeding awareness and support was to 
talk with parents, local home visitation programs (Early 
Headstart, FACE and Early Intervention) for advice on what 
was needed for parents within the community. This helped 
identify the need to improve and create lactation spaces 
at work for Oneida staff and to start offering breastfeeding 
classes.

Currently, the Oneida Maternal Child Health Services 
offers not only support and education around having a 

healthy pregnancy but also lactation support. Additionally, 
in 2023, they were able to offer Indigenous Doula services. 

Looking forward, Cornelius and Gutierrez hope to keep 
working with the Native Breastfeeding Coalition of WI, 
further the mission to reclaim our first sacred food, and to 
expand Oneida community breastfeeding classes.

"This has been rewarding and healing work, not just 
for the team at Maternal Child Health Services, but for 
the women in the community we've assisted, and for the 
women the coalition has helped in Tribes throughout 
Wisconsin," says Cornelius.

Breastfeeding Coalition of WI Program Director, Cheri Nemec 
embraces Candi Cornelius after recieving a gift for ten years of 
dedication.

A Decade of Advocacy
Native Breastfeeding Coalition 10th Anniversary
By Yewe Cornelius
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Before 2018, Latsi Hill was working for Oneida's Cultural Heritage 
Department, a responsibility he thoroughly enjoyed which enabled 
him to support both his culture and family. Like so many others, 
however, the ensuing pandemic caused a lot of uncertainty for Latsi 
and his wife, Landis.

After being downsized from Oneida Cultural Heritage, Latsi knew it 
was time to take his destiny into his own hands, launching his career 
and family down a new path.

After several other business ventures, Latsi and Landis observed 
numerous local handyman businesses and knew there was a great 
deal of opportunity for them to break into this business sector. With 
this notion, Hill Fix It, LLC was born, and since 
2021, they've been charging ahead as a family-run 
business rooted in accountability, culture, and 
community.

Using skills he learned through his automotive 
degree from Northeast Wisconsin Technical College, 
working construction, and automotive jobs, Latsi 
started offering his help around his community, fix-
ing what he could wherever possible. With Landis by 
his side assisting on jobs and overseeing the admin-
istrative work, Hill Fix It, LLC quickly began to grow 
in size, services provided, and perhaps most impor-
tantly, their qualifications to perform these services.

Latsi acquired his Dwelling Contractor License, making Hill Fix It, 
LLC an Indigenous owned, licensed and, insured business focus-
ing on full-home remodeling. To enhance their capabilities, Landis 
has been furthering her education at Fox Valley Technical College 
working towards an Interior Design degree, which she'll receive this 
December 2026.

Drawing on backgrounds in construction and administrative work, 
and a growing knowledge in design, the couple continues to build 
their business around a simple promise: show up, do the job right, 
and stand by their work.

When you boil it down, says Latsi and Landis, "Remodeling isn’t 
just about fixing walls or updating spaces, it’s about changing the 
energy of a home."

When asked what advice they’d give to new business start-ups, 
Latsi says, “Go all in and take that leap of faith.”

He adds that learning to adapt quickly is a necessity because 
priorities will change throughout the day. He also emphasized that 
caring for your mental, spiritual, and physical health is vital because 
running a business will present different challenges and tests. This 
three-phased approach, coupled with holding firm to their values 
of hard work and resiliency during challenging times has enabled 
Landis and Latsi to be successful.

“You can get bitter, or you can get better. Those are the only two 
choices you have in life. It’s hard work,” says Latsi, adding that this 

approach also continues at home.
They work to instill these values in their kids, 

whether through sports, helping with tasks at dif-
ferent job sites, and encouraging them to prioritize 
to be the best-possible versions of themselves.

Additionally, Landis discussed the discipline it 
takes to be a business owner.

"When running a business, you no longer have 
a corporate job with set hours," says Landis. "It’s 
demanding work that requires you to show up rain 
or shine, no matter how you feel."

Landis adds her mantra they use to sustain their 
performance, "[We] get the help [we] need, because 

we need the best version of [ourselves] to show up at the end of the 
day.” It's a challenge they face each day but also realize, it takes a 
team to do so.

Hill Fix It, LLC has added recent hires, including a Project Manager. 
This employee expansion is part of their growth mindset to expand 
into commercial renovations and compete with other big name 
commercial renovation businesses. As part of that goal, they also 
continue networking and sub-contracting with other Indigenous busi-
nesses such as master electricians, plumbers, and HVAC technicians.

When all is said and done, Landis and Latsi aren’t just business 
owners, they're visionaries who happen to be great role models and 
parents. It’s clear they’re doing great work for their community, and 
they are excited to see how far they can go.

Hill Fix It, LLC Seeks to Change
your Home's Energy
Elevating Everyday Living Spaces
By Yewe Cornelius

Learn more by reading
Hill Fix It, LLC's

Capabilities Statement

Latsi Hill

Remodeling isn’t
just about fixing
walls or updating
spaces, it’s about
changing the energy
of a home.

https://oneida-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/HillFixItCapabilitiesStatement.pdf
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What is the Doctrine of Discovery?
This doctrine is a belief or set of beliefs held and taught 

by a church, political party, or other group. It is also referred 
to as the “Doctrine of Christian Discovery.t” It was a law 
created and used by the church in the 15th century for 
world domination. Based on the papal bull decree of Pope 
Alexander VI, this law led European nations to believe 
they had the right to take control of lands and resources 
belonging to non-Christian peoples. It is said to have 
brought devastation to the natural world while impairing 
humanities’ ability to live in their proper relationship with 
mother earth.

A papal bull is an authoritative document issued by the 
pope, often used as a guide for the church and Christian 
nations to create legislative acts, make administrative 
decisions, and guides faith, morals, and disciplines. 
Anyone who was not Christian was considered inferior and 
unworthy of land ownership, making the Americas and its 
resources free to claim from the “savages and heathens.”  
These Christian laws and policies continued to subdue, 
oppress, and control indigenous peoples and their land.

The following is an example how thedoctrine has 
impacted our Nation’s land rights and sovereignty: In 1823, 
a Native Nation sold some land to Thomas Johnson, and 
the U.S. sold that same land to William McIntosh, Chief 

Justice John Marshall in Johnson v. McIntosh, utilized the 
Doctrine of Discovery in a supreme court decision which 
said the Indians did not have any exclusive right to the land 
nor could they sell it. 

Marshall states, “On the discovery of this immense 
continent the great nations of Europe were eager 
to appropriate to themselves so much of it as they 
could acquire; its vast extent offered an ample field to 
the ambition and enterprise of all, and the character 
and religion of its inhabitants afforded an apology for 
considering them as a people over whom the superior 
genius of Europe might claim at ascendancy.”  Ascendancy 
means governing power and domination. (Webster’s 
dictionary)

On March 30, 2023, the Vatican released a statement 
formally repudiating the concepts of the doctrine of 
discovery which failed “to recognize the inherent human 
rights of Indigenous peoples.” (NPR, 2023) Currently, the 
US Supreme Court and the federal government have yet 
to follow the church’s lead in repudiating this law.

We hope you enjoyed this article. Yes, the Nation 
still holds a land claim and is pursuing the return of its 
land, whether through direct purchase, the courts, or by 
congressional fix. This important work is a necessity. This 
article is first of many more to come.
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Oneida Family Services connected with the community 
throughout the month of April 2026 to highlight, celebrate, 
and strengthen families.

The month was started with a tobacco burning to give 
thanks to all of creation, especially to the children in our 
community, and was capped off by the Family Strengthen-
ing Celebration Wednesday, April 29, 2026, at the Oneida 
Nation Elementary School.

We stood in solidarity every Wednesday by wearing blue 
to bring awareness to child abuse and neglect prevention.

Families participated in daily activities as a way to pro-
mote connection, culture, and community.

269 community members enjoyed the Family Strength-
ening Celebrationt, including grandparents, parents, aunts/
uncles, and children of all ages to learn about Oneida 
resources, eat some delicious food, and have fun in the 
bouncy house. In addition to all the Tribal program attend-
ees, there were also Oneida Business Committee mem-

bers who attended!
As we look back on Family Strengthening month, we 

would like to re-emphasize the importance of caring for 
and protecting our children.

Children are our most valuable asset, yet the most vul-
nerable, of our Nation. How we care for them is how they 
will care for their future children. This is how we ensure the 
continuation of the next seven generations. Their safety 
and wellbeing are of the utmost importance, and it is our 
responsibility to uphold that.

Our traditional way of life was built on the value of kin-
ship which means that we took care of one another. All 
children were seen, nurtured, and safe from harm.

Let’s keep our value of kinship going for the next seven 
generations. If you are worried about any child in our com-
munity, or suspect child abuse or neglect may be occur-
ring, do the right thing and report it.

Yaw kó for celebrating strong Oneida families!

Oneida ICW: 920.490.3700 • Brown Cty CPS: 920.448.6035
Outagamie Cty CPS: 920.832.5161 • Oneida Police Dept.: 920.869.2239

Imminent Danger or Emergencies: 911
Oneida Family Services offers Parenting Programs, Kinship/Foster Care, Indian Child 
Welfare, Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault Programs, and Prevention Programs to 

Oneida families. Browse our webpage for details at Oneida-nsn.gov.

In 2025 there were 465 Oneida children who were 
provided with safety services. If you are worried 

about any child in our community, or suspect
child abuse / neglect may be occurring,

do the right thing and report it. 

Twahwahtsílay
All of us are Family
Submitted by Alebra Metoxen, Oneida Family Services
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(Yaw-wah-Go – Thank You Very Much)

(Nu-Gee-Wah – Farewell)
Miss Oneida, Jr. Miss Oneida

and Lil' Miss Oneida
Farewell Letters

https://oneida-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/MissOneidaFarewellLetters-2026.pdf


Jamison
Quiver
Jamison
Quiver

Destiny
Webster
Destiny
Webster

Class of 2026 – Oneida Nation High School

Trine University

Playing Lacrosse and major is
currently undecided

Class of 2026 – Notre Dame Academy

Grand Valley State University

Playing Basketball and majoring in
Biology and Pre-Med
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https://adrc.wisc.edu/mci


Oneida Nation Golf Season
By Mason Laster

The Oneida Nation High school golf 
team members entered the 2026 Season 
looking to kickstart its way into competition 
and dominate any 9 or 18-hole course that 
stands in front of them. Practice began 
on April 6, and the first match was April 
21 at Sheboygan’s Whistling Straits. Golf 
regionals are May 26-27, sectionals are 
June 2-3, and State Championships are 
June 8-9 at University Ridge Golf course in 
Madison, Wisconsin. 

The 2026 golf team includes: Cayuga 
Skenandore, Mason Laster, Dayton Denny, 
Roland Madrid, Wesay Metoxen, Markane 
Ellis, Clay Young, and Rocky Rodriguez. 
Coaches are Tek Skenandore and Jamison 
King.

The team had several newcomers and 
first-time golfers this year making for 
an interesting season and Coach King 
weighed in on the team as the month of 
May began and the end of the season was 
approaching. “Freshman Roland Madrid is 
a first-time golfer and has been the most 
dedicated this year,” said Coach King. “We 
hope he continues to make strides and 
improve throughout the year.”

“Wesay Metoxen, Markane Ellis, and 
Clay Young showing some great promise 
as freshman and taking on golf as dual 
sport athletes,” continued Coach King. “All 
of these freshmen went out April 26th for 
their first-round practice or match in their 
lives at Whistling Straights. They all battled 
throughout the day and finished 18 holes 
on one of the most pristine courses in the 
country.’

“Recently, Junior Mason Laster made his 
return from injury,’ King stated, “shooting 
a 96 at Little River in Peshtigo on cold 
blustery even snowy day on Friday, May 1.” 
King continues. “Senior Cayuga Skenadore 
has also been one of the golfers to have 

made an appearance at every match so far 
this year. In his second-year golfing, he's 
looking to make improvements throughout 
the season beginning to end.”

Go Oneida Nation Golf Team!
  
ONHS Art Club Forming
By Sadie Kurowski
Welcome to The ONHS Art Club.

“What is it?” you may be wondering. The 
ONHS art club is a vibrant, bold, surreal 
summer activity that involves everything to 
do with art. Recently a small group of ONHS 
students and a few staff members gathered 
to form an art club for the summer. Our goal 
as an art club is to get enough students 
involved to help make murals at the Turtle 
School and the Oneida Health Center, as 
well as to make more fun and interesting 
projects together. Our club encourages 
the students of ONHS to get involved with 
the Oneida community, and we hope that 
joining this club will help students feel 
inspired, accomplished, and motivated.

We encourage all high schoolers to join 
the ONHS art club. We are looking for artists 
of all levels, even if you haven't touched 
a paint brush since 4th grade. We focus 
on connecting with others and working 
together as a club to help incorporate 
our culture into our art and help get the 
younger community involved. 

If you are interested in joining or want 
more information anyone is invited to 
come have lunch together in the library 
on Fridays or on Wednesday where we 
have after school meet ups from 3:10pm to 
4:30pm. Any student is welcome to come 
to these meetings to work together and 
help discuss projects for the club.

Staff members Kirsten Van Dyke, 
Johnny Danforth, and Cindy Thomas is 
also available to help with any question 
involving the art club as well as students 
Sadie, Samara, and Harmony. We are eager 

and hopeful that more students will join 
the ONHS art club and help make beautiful 
murals for our community.

ONHS Spring Semester Photos

Above: ONHS freshman, Charish King re-
cently created this incredible paper mâché 
bullhead.
Below: Spring brings changing weather 
to the areas around Oneida’s Norbert Hill 
Center. It’s always a busy, but productive 
time of year as staff and students get out-
side to tap the trees and interact with the 
natural world. Photos by Oneida Language 
and Culture Teacher, Jamison King.
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Thunderhawk Times Staff
Student Reporters: Harmony Ferrell, Micah Goodeagle, Kendra A. King, Milyanna King, Sadie Kurowski, Mason Laster 

Staff Advisors: Johnny Danforth, Dennis Gullickson, Breck Warren Photo Advisor: Cindy Thomas
Thanks for reading, see you in September!

JUNE 2026THT

Enjoy more
Thunderhawk Times

articles online

https://oneida-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/THT.pdf
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Commencing with Indigenous Pride
Tribal Regalia at Graduation Ceremonies
Now Protected Under WI Law
Submitted by Oneida Communications Dept.

Governor Tony Evers signed Assembly Bill 98 / Senate Bill 85, leg-
islation ensuring that Native students may proudly wear traditional 
Tribal regalia at graduation ceremonies and other school sponsored 
events. The bill is now 2025 Wisconsin Act 222.

2025 Wisconsin Act 222 prevents a public or charter school from 
prohibiting a student who is:

• a Tribal member,
• a descendant of a Tribal member, or
• eligible for Tribal membership,

from wearing traditional Tribal regalia at a graduation ceremony
or school sponsored event.

This new law affirms the importance of cultural identity, respect, 
and inclusion for American Indian students across Wisconsin, rec-
ognizing graduation ceremonies as milestones where students and 
families should be able to honor their heritage without fear of exclu-
sion or misunderstanding.

The need for this legislation is well documented. The Oneida 
Nation has received one to two calls every year from students and 
their families seeking guidance and advocacy in hopes of allowing 
students to wear their Tribal regalia during high school graduation 
ceremonies. These recurring requests underscored the importance 
of clear, statewide protections to ensure consistency and fairness 
for Native students.

The legislation originated within the Tribal Caucus, where repre-
sentatives from each Tribal Nation in Wisconsin identified the need 
for clear, statewide protections to ensure Native students could 
wear traditional Tribal regalia at graduation ceremonies and school 
sponsored events. The Tribal Caucus, charged with elevating Tribal 
concerns that can be addressed through state statute, developed the 
proposal based on recurring issues raised by students and families 

across Tribal communities.
Following its development within the Tribal Caucus, the proposal 

was advanced to the Special Committee on State–Tribal Relations, 
where it received further review and consideration as part of the 
committee’s role in strengthening government to government rela-
tionships between the State of Wisconsin and Tribal Nations. The 
committee’s work helped move the legislation forward through the 
legislative process.

Oneida Tribal Secretary Lisa Liggins serves in a dual role as a mem-
ber of both the Tribal Caucus and the Special Committee on State–
Tribal Relations, providing continuity and collaboration throughout 
the bill’s development. Her involvement in both bodies reflects the 
coordinated approach taken to advance Tribal driven policy solutions 
and ensure Tribal voices were represented at every stage of the 
process.

The Oneida Nation extends our appreciation to the Wisconsin 
Department of Public Instruction Superintendent for sending letters 
of encouragement to public school districts across the state support-
ing students’ ability to wear their Tribal regalia.

Finally, sincere thanks are extended to the school districts in our 
surrounding communities that have allowed Oneida and other Native 
students to wear their traditional regalia without hesitation, demon-
strating respect and leadership while supporting students in honoring 
both their educational achievements and cultural identity.

The enactment of 2025 Wisconsin Act 222 represents an important 
step forward in strengthening Tribal sovereignty, enhancing state 
Tribal collaboration, and ensuring Wisconsin’s laws reflect the lived 
experiences and traditions of its Native communities.

We look forward to sending our graduates forward with “A good 
mind a good heart and a strong fire.”



Aliyah Alvarado
Seymour Community HS

Logan Becerril
Seymour Community HS

Axiver Blackbull
Oneida Nation HS

America Cackowski
Little Chute HS

Gunnar Anthony-Lee Martin
Seymour Community HS

Cameron Benson
Sechman HS (Missouri)

Jaydah Bork
Freedom HS

Angelena Cantu
Oneida Nation HS

Aniyah Bain
Oneida Nation HS

Naina Bezawada
Green Hill HS (Tennessee)

Aurthur Boyiddle
Oneida Nation HS

Suriya Cardish-Thompson
Pulaski HS

Bailey Bartlett
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Karter Cornette
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Wileena Bigjohn
Oneida Nation HS

Vaughn Breault
Pulaski HS

Naveen Collins
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Justice Doxtator
West De Pere HS

Jadiana Elainne Webster
Keaau HS (Hawaii)

Lokawehati Green
West De Pere HS

Reese Hill
Cuba City HS

Karina Doxtator
Oneida Nation HS

DaiSiar Elm
Oneida Nation HS

Anysa Greendeer
Green Bay Southwest HS

Shane Hill
West De Pere HS

Riley Doxtator
West De Pere HS

Victor G. Sotelo
Green Bay Southwest

Aryahna Grubbs
West De Pere HS

Earth Holder
Oneida Nation HS

Nathaniel Doyen
West De Pere HS

Micah Goodeagle
Oneida Nation HS

Ethan Hernandez
Dwight Eisenhower HS

Jesus Juan Hernandez III
Green Bay East HS

Audrina Marie Corn
First Coast HS (Florida)

Dolores Danielle Skenandore
Morton West HS (Illinois)

Casey Cornelius
Seymour Community HS

Alaila Denny
Oneida Nation HS

Jadin Coulson
Bay Port HS

Christara Dickenson
Green Bay Southwest HS

Ryan Danforth
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Oneida Nation HS
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Green Bay East HS
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Shawano HS

Chaske Redhail
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Cheyanne Mousseau
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Rocky Rodriguez
Oneida Nation HS

Brianna Schoning
Green Bay Southwest HS

Emma King
Green Bay Southwest

Neshoba Maupin
Green Bay Southwest HS

Gracie Neurenberg 
Green Bay Southwest HS

Jamison Quiver
Oneida Nation HS

Joziah Roland Garcia
Poudre HS

Jaimen Schultz-Davis
I Forward Charter HS

Isaac King
Oneida Nation HS

Cory McIntyre
Oneida Nation HS

Efrain Ninham
Oneida Nation HS

Chante Red Hail
Seymour Community HS

Alazea Margaret Rose Skippergosh
Oneida Nation HS

Taleeya Shining Star Reed
Oneida Nation HS

Benicio Lee
Green Bay Southwest HS

Caroline Metoxen Broberg
Notre Dame Academy
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Green Bay Southwest HS
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Notre Dame Academy
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Oneida Nation HS
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Milwaukee HS of the Arts
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Notre Dame Academy
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Appleton North HS
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Oneida Nation HS
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Capital City HS (Washington)
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Green Bay West HS
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Pulaski HS
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Lyman HS

Averyn Silva
Green Bay Southwest HS

Lorraine Taylor
New Richmond HS (St. Croix, WI)
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Brandi Thomas
Lac Courte Oreilles HS

Hailey Steffen
Homestead HS (Mequon, WI)
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West De Pere HS

Daniel Stevens
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Cooper Smith
Marinette HS
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DENNIS CORNELIUS
May 10, 1958-December 10, 2025

Dennis Charles 
Cornelius of the 
Oneida Nation passed 
away at home 
unexpectedly on 
December 10, 2025, at 
the age of 67. He was 
surrounded by his 
sisters and brothers-

in-law as he took his journey home.
Dennis was cremated and will be buried in Oneida, 
WI near his mother and father.
Born on May 10, 1958, in Detroit, MI. Dennis’ quiet 
humor could bring laughter to a room with just a few 
words. Those who knew him best will remember 
his easy going “no problem” willingness to lend 
a hand where he could. If you needed something, 
Dennis was only a call away, ready to show up for 
his family and friends. A mechanic at heart, Dennis 
found purpose and peace in the humming of an 
engine and breathing life back into a car. For him it 
wasn’t just fixing cars, it was pride in offering care 
to others.
Dennis is survived by siblings: Ronald (Janice) 
Cornelius, Frederick Cornelius, Barbara McIntyre, 
Leland Cornelius Jr., Charlene (Tom) Cornelius, 
Denise (John) Moore, Sharon (John) Collins, Carol 
(Angel) Colon, and brother-in-law Damian Colon 
Sr. He is also survived by several generations of 
nieces and nephews whose lives are brighter for 
the humor he shared and lessons he taught. They 
carry his legacy of finding humor in the small things 
and strength in the hard ones.
He was preceded in death by his parents Leland 
and Juanita (Powless) Cornelius, siblings Keith 
Cornelius, Judith Colon, and Cheryl (Richard “Jim”) 
Christensen; brother-in-law Scott McIntyre, and his 
nephew/godson Erik Wingle.
Special thank you to Denise and John Moore as well 
as his niece Sandra Sanchez for all their help and 
support.
Though he will be deeply missed, the memories he 
leaves behind are a reminder of the gentle spirit he 
brought to the world.

ANGELA ROSE SCHUYLER
January 2, 1963-April 9, 2026

Angela (Angie) Rose 
Schuyler, age 63, of 
Lennox, South Dakota 
passed on the 9th of 
April, 2026, at the 
Viborg Hospital, 
surrounded by love 
and warmth till her last 
breath.

Angie was born on the 2nd of January, 1963 in 

Flandreau, SD to William and Jessie (King) Schuyler. 
Graduating from Sioux Valley High School in Volga, 
Angie pursued further education at the College of 
Menominee Nation. Later her passion for helping 
people motivated her to enter the healthcare field.
After graduating, she married her one true love, 
Bart Kjellsen. Together they had two sons. Sioux 
Falls was home for most of Angie’s life before she 
settled in Lennox in 2015.
Being part Oneida and part Chippewa, Angie was 
proud of her Native American heritage. She spent 
many hours dancing at Pow Wows and teaching her 
granddaughters the traditional dances. 
Angie found solace in her faith, in her time of need 
she turned to God, who gave her comfort no one 
else could.
Angie is survived by her sons, Justin (Tina) Kjellsen 
of Humboldt, and Jared (Amber) Kjellsen of Lennox; 
step-children, Bryant Kjellsen of Centerville and 
Rochelle Kjellson (Adam) of Centerville; friends who 
were like parents to her, John & Francella Neuman 
of Chester; siblings, William “Billy Joe” Schuyler of 
Georgia, Judith Koob of Madison, Janice Bohling 
of Aberdeen, and LuAnn Smith of Washington; 
grandchildren, Echoe, Erika “Pickle”, Joslynn, and 
Wyatt; step-grandchildren, Zane, Tynon and Kyler. 
Angie became “mom, auntie, sister, grandma” to so 
many people. She battled cancer for nine years and 
never complained, she wanted to be here for her 
family and loved ones. She was preceded in death 
by her parents, brother Donald and sisters Betty 
and Sharon.
Let us remember the way she lived and live in her light.

PATRICIA A. FRIESE
May 31, 1937-April 19, 2026

Patricia A. Friese, age 
88, passed away on 
Sunday, April 19, 2026, 
at her home in Sun 
Prairie. She was born 
on May 31, 1937, to 
Ernest and Pauline 
(King) Friese.
Early on she owned 
and operated a bakery 

in Waterloo.  Patricia was a Surgical Tech for the 
University of Wisconsin Hospital for over 23 years, 
also worked in housekeeping for New Perspectives.
She is survived by her son David, and grandchildren 
Courtney (Jason) McGlynn …… and Logan Friese; 
and a grandchild Oliver McGlynn
She was preceded in death by her parents Ernest 
and Pauline, and her 12 siblings.
No service is being planned as per 
her wishes. Tuschen-Newcomer Funeral Home Sun 
Prairie 608-837-5400, www newcomerfh.com.

WILLIAM "BILL" J. SKENANDORE
November 16, 1932-April 21, 2026

Surrounded by the 
comfort of home, Bill 
passed away 
peacefully on Tuesday, 
April 21, 2026, at the 
age of 93 and was 
welcomed into the 
loving embrace of the 
angels
Beloved husband of 

the late Thelma "Jeanette" Skenandore. Loving 
father of the late Andy (Meg, and the late Vicky) 
Connors, Linda (Chris) Serio, Pamela Skenandore, 
Laurie (Jeff) Potter, Doug Skenandore (Leann 
Kozmall), Julie Skenandore, and Sandra Skenandore 
(John Gerlach). Loving stepfather of Jerry (Pam) 
Feavel, the late Bobby Feavel, Terry MacDonald, 
Sherry Prochaska, the late Jim (the late Sandra) 
Feavel, and Julie Feavel. Dear brother of Ila (the 
late George) Wenzel and Dorothy (the late Teddy) 
Polar. Proud grandfather of many grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. Bill will also be remembered 
by nieces, nephews, other relatives, and friends.
Bill was preceded in death by his parents, William 
"Bill" and Florence (nee Metoxen) Skenandore; his 
brothers, Donald (the late Jane) Skenandore, Hank 
Skenandore, Joby Skenandore, Vernan (the late 
Violet) Skenandore; his sister, Lila (the late Robert) 
Kujac; and his former wife, Barbara Connors.
Bill was a dedicated and hard working machinist 
who began his career on April 19, 1955, at the 
Rose Company, retiring on November 26, 1997. He 
proudly served in the U.S. Army during the Korean 
War era and was a recipient of the Bronze Star. 
He was also a skilled woodworker who crafted 
beautiful furniture, including beds and dollhouses 
that will be treasured for years to come. Earlier in 
life, he enjoyed camping with his family, attending 
the Wisconsin State Fair, and spending time in 
Louisiana. He enjoyed watching Green Bay Packers 
football and golf. He deeply loved his dogs, Johnny 
and Millie, who were his loyal companions. 

ALICE BLANCHE JORDAN 
October 16, 1935-April 24, 2026

Alice Blanche (Munger) 
Jordan, 90, of Green 
Bay, Wisconsin, 
passed away 
peacefully on April 24, 
2026, in her 
hometown. Born on 
October 16, 1935, in 
Green Bay, Alice lived 
a full and vibrant life 

rooted in faith, family, and a love for the world 
around her.
Alice married her late husband, Henry Jordan, and 
raised 8 children. A woman of deep faith, Alice was 
a born-again Christian who found immense purpose 
in sharing her belief in Jesus Christ with those 

Read Angela's
full obituary

https://oneida-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Angie-Schuyler-Obit-Full.pdf
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Please submit obituaries
(300 words or less)

and a high quality photo to
Kalihwisaks@OneidaNation.org

Pending room, obituaries longer
than 300 words will be printed.
If not, the Kalihwisaks requests
that submitters provide both a

shortened and full length version.
The full length version will
be linked to via a QR code.

The Kalihwisaks reserves
the right to make exceptions

to this guideline.

On Their Journey

around her. Her unwavering devotion to her Lord 
and Savior was a cornerstone of her life, offering 
comfort to many who knew her. She looked forward 
with great anticipation to spending eternity in His 
presence.
Alice had an adventurous spirit that led her to 
explore the world through travel. She cherished long 
walks that allowed her to connect with nature and 
reflect on life’s blessings. Her heart for animals was 
evident in the care she showed them throughout 
her life. Known for her strong work ethic, Alice 
approached every task with determination and 
grace.
Her memory will be cherished by all who were 
fortunate enough to know her. May the example of 
her faith-filled life bring comfort to those she leaves 
behind.
She is preceded in death by her sons Larry Jordan 
and Scott “C.W.” Jordan but leaves behind a legacy 
of love through her surviving family: Sister—
Nathalie Klein; Children—Elaine and Dave Moore, 
Isaac and Pam Jordan, Suzy and Tim Siebers, Irwin 
and Debbie Jordan, Gary Jordan, Curtiss and Jenny 
Jordan, and Daughter-in-law Dawn Jordan; and 14 
grandchildren, 18 great-grandchildren, and 4 great-
great grandchildren who brought her great joy.
A special thank you to those who helped care for 
Alice while she prepared for her journey and to 
Unity Hospice for their service.

COLLEEN ANN ALDRICH 
April 5, 1954-March 26, 2026

Colleen Ann Aldrich, 
71, passed away 
peacefully in her 
home on March 26, 
2026. She was born 
on April 5, 1954, in 
Stevens Point 
Wisconsin.  Colleen 
was the second of 
four daughters born 

to Don Aldrich and Faith Hope.
Throughout her childhood, Colleen had the 
distinction of having beautiful black wavy hair that 
was her signature trait and tribute to her heritage. 
She was very proud of her Oneida descent.
Colleen graduated from PJ Jacobs High School in 
Stevens Point in 1971. She became very successful 
in a long career as an insurance claims adjuster, 
primarily working for Sentry Insurance in both 
Stevens Point and Phoenix, Arizona.  Colleen 
traveled extensively in her job which she enjoyed. 
Based on her success and experience in the 
insurance industry, she was voted to the Arizona 
Insurance Board for three years.
Over the years, Colleen had several beloved 
canine companions and was the essence of a Dog 
Mom, sharing a unique bond with all of her dogs. 
In her free time, Colleen enjoyed playing Cribbage 
and Scrabble and watching old movies.
Colleen is survived by four sisters, Holly Aldrich 
Colby, Carol Aldrich Vleeshouwers and Cindy 

Aldrich Weisbrod.  She is also survived by sisters 
Aubrey Aldrich and Vicky Chojnacki, several 
nieces and nephews and their families, cousins, 
aunts and uncles.
Colleen was preceded in death by her grandparents 
Lyle and Leone (Skenadore) Aldrich and William 
and Irma (Krembs) Hope, her parents Don Aldrich 
and Faith Hope, and husbands Howard Kurtzweil, 
David Miller and James Glodowski.
There will be a private family graveside service 
this summer.

YVONNE ELSIE JOURDAN 
July 5, 1940-May 12, 2026

Yvonne Elsie Jourdan, 
age 85 of Oneida, WI, 
passed away 
peacefully with family 
by her side on 
Tuesday, May 12, 
2026. She was born in 
Oneida to the late 
Henry and Mary 
(Powless) Jourdan on 

July 5, 1940.
Yvonne is survived by her children, Susan (Arlie) 
Doxtator, Dean Tubby, Michelle (John) Nicholas, 
and Kristina (Brandon) Metoxen, as well as 
her grandchildren, Danielle, Dusty, Cheyenne, 
Deanna, Jeremy, Danielle, Cree, Te’Sia, Stephanie, 
Akasha, Amber, Brian, Brady, Ariana, Rosalia, 
Mauricio, and Beckham, as well as 31 great-
grandchildren , and 13 great-great grandchildren. 
She is further survived by her siblings, Judi 
Jourdan, Henrietta Daly, Diane Jourdan, Henry 
Jourdan, in-laws, Janice Jourdan, Diana Demaree, 
Tom Thorstenson, as well as numerous nieces, 
nephews, and cousins.
Yvonne was preceded in death by her parents, 
grandson Jonathan Tubby, ex-husband Dean Tubby 
Sr., as well siblings, Mildred (Frank) Figueroa, 
Virgil Jourdan, Ronald (Joannie) Jourdan, Kenneth 
Jourdan, Patricia (Jackie) Benson, Barbara (James) 
McKinzie, infant brothers Ephraim and John 
Jourdan, brother-in-law Thomas Daly, and nieces 
Linda Figueroa and Yozina Thorstenson.
Family and friends may come to call on Monday, 
May 18, from 9:00 am to 10:30 am at the Church 
of the Holy Apostles, 2937 Freedom Rd, Oneida, 
WI 54155. The Oneida Hymn Singers Song service 
will begin at 10:30 am. The funeral service will 
immediately follow at 11:00 am with Fr. Biegler 
officiating. Burial will follow at Holy Apostles 
Cemetery.

DEBRA J. CORNELIUS 
November 24, 1964-May 12, 2026

Debra J (Jourdan) 
Cornelius, age 61 
passed away May 12, 
2026, after battling 
Cancer since October 
2025.
Debbie was born 
November 24, 1964 
to Rose A. Maes 
(LovenDurkey) and 

Randall E. Jourdan. Debbie was a strong, kind, 
loving mother, grandmother, sister, aunt, cousin, 
and friend.
Debbie worked 32 years for the Oneida Tribe, 
ending her career as a blackjack dealer/floor 
supervisor followed by a short time working for 
Kwik Trip as the “chicken lady” before resigning 
due to her progressing diagnosis
Debbie loved her family and found joy in bringing 
everyone together at her house. No one left 
hungry, especially during the holidays with 
Thanksgiving and Christmas being her favorite 
meals to prepare. Debbie also enjoyed thrifting 
and going “hit the machines” with her best friend 
Dar. She also loved her coffee time with sister 
Lisa. Outside of caring for those she loved, Debbie 
found peace in working in her yard and home 
doing arts & crafts.
Debbie is survived by her children Justin 
(Wanonah), Bobbie (Tina), Tyler; step-mother, 
Mary Metoxen; her siblings, Sonny, Mike (Lisa), 
Lyle (Tera), Jerry (Tami), Candy and Alicia; her 
grandchildren Mason, Trinity, Jeffrey, Neegee, 
Jaxson, Eli, Leila, Gracie, Jossy, Marie and Blake; 
as well as great-grandchildren, extended family 
members and close friends Darlene and April.
She was proceeded in death by her daughter 
Ashley, mother Rosie, father Randy, brother Bill, 
brother Gerrid and husband Joe.
In lieu of flowers the family is requesting 
assistance with the ongoing care of her Grandson 
Neegee who Debbie has been caring for since the 
passing of his mom. Donations can be made to the 
caretaker of her grandson: Bobbie Kazaluckas
The family would like to thank St. Vincent Hospital 
oncology team, especially Melissa and Megan 
from oncology and Julia from 6th floor ICU.
A Funeral Service will be held on Saturday, May 
16, 2026, at Newcomer Cremations, Funerals, 
Receptions at 12PM. A time for friends and family 
to pay respects will begin at 10AM until the time 
of the service at the funeral home. Interment will 
follow the service.

Read Yvonne's
full obituary Read Debra's

full obituary

https://oneida-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/YvonnElsieJourdan-FullUpdate.pdf
https://oneida-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/DebraCorneliusObit-Full.pdf
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The Missing & Murdered Indigenous Relatives Walk (MMIR) was held Saturday, May 9, 2026. Starting at the Oneida Recreation Center, 
the participants began marching to the Oneida Nation Elementary School, enjoying camaraderie while building awarenes to the ongoing 
MMIR crisis. At the school, several presentations ensued, including Oneida's Sarah Wunderlich & Sue Doxtator, and Carrie Scott-Haney 
(Ojibwe), each of whom emotionally shared their story of the loss of their loved one to the MMIR Crisis. Finally, Bill Lameer of the Rapid 
Search and Rescue group from the Wisconsin Rapids area discussed his team's efforts to answer the call when a relative goes missing.
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Oneida Nation
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of G.T.C.
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Contact me by emailing
Gina.Buenrostro@yahoo.com

Contact me by emailing
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https://oneida-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/LouiseCorneliusCampaignLetter.pdf
https://oneida-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/LarryBartonReelectionLetter-Jan2026.pdf
https://oneida-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Updated-GinaPB-ElectionLetter-2026.pdf
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I am running for Chief Judge because I believe in a
judicial system where the rules are clear and accessible,
where every person's case is decided on its merits, and

where judges are people who live in our community
among all the ways this place and Oneida

values connects us to each other. 

I am running for Chief Judge because I believe in a
judicial system where the rules are clear and accessible,
where every person's case is decided on its merits, and

where judges are people who live in our community
among all the ways this place and Oneida

values connects us to each other. 

Education
Juris Doctorate, Michigan State University College of Law, 2018
Bachelor of Arts, Political Science, St. Norbert's College, 2002

UWGB First Nations Education Doctorate program,
current 2nd year student

Education
Juris Doctorate, Michigan State University College of Law, 2018
Bachelor of Arts, Political Science, St. Norbert's College, 2002

UWGB First Nations Education Doctorate program,
current 2nd year student

Experience
Oneida Trial Court Judge, since 2020 
Secretary/Treasurer, Wisconsin Tribal

Judges Association (WTJA), since 2022
Oneida Tribal Secretary, 2005-2014

Experience
Oneida Trial Court Judge, since 2020 
Secretary/Treasurer, Wisconsin Tribal

Judges Association (WTJA), since 2022
Oneida Tribal Secretary, 2005-2014

Chief Judge
Court of Appeals

Chief Judge
Court of Appeals

Vote Patty
Ninham
Hoeft

Vote Patty
Ninham
Hoeft

Learn moreLearn more

*Honored to preside in the Oneida Judiciary as an
Appellate Court Judge Elected by GTC to two terms:

Elected in 2014 as one of the original Appellate Judges
for the newly established Oneida Judiciary and

elected again in 2020-Present

*Interned at the United States Court of Appeals,
Seventh Circuit for the late Honorable John L. Co�ey

*Honored to have presided as a Pro Tempore Judge in Trial,
Family, and Appellate Courts in other Tribal jurisdictions:

Courts at Forest County Potawatomi, Stockbridge, Bad River,
Lac Courte Oreilles, Lac du Flambeau, Red Cli�, and St. Croix

*Endorsed by both Chief Judges of the Oneida Judiciary:
Patricia M. Garvey, Attorney, Chief Judge Oneida Court of Appeals

and Layatalati Hill, Chief Judge Oneida Trial Court
                                                      

Will resolve all cases with reason, good spirit, and an open mind

*Honored to preside in the Oneida Judiciary as an
Appellate Court Judge Elected by GTC to two terms:

Elected in 2014 as one of the original Appellate Judges
for the newly established Oneida Judiciary and

elected again in 2020-Present

*Interned at the United States Court of Appeals,
Seventh Circuit for the late Honorable John L. Co�ey

*Honored to have presided as a Pro Tempore Judge in Trial,
Family, and Appellate Courts in other Tribal jurisdictions:

Courts at Forest County Potawatomi, Stockbridge, Bad River,
Lac Courte Oreilles, Lac du Flambeau, Red Cli�, and St. Croix

*Endorsed by both Chief Judges of the Oneida Judiciary:
Patricia M. Garvey, Attorney, Chief Judge Oneida Court of Appeals

and Layatalati Hill, Chief Judge Oneida Trial Court
                                                      

Will resolve all cases with reason, good spirit, and an open mind

Committed to promoting a system
of justice that is fair and

respectful of each party’s rights

Committed to promoting a system
of justice that is fair and

respectful of each party’s rights

for Chief Appellate Court Judgefor Chief Appellate Court Judge
Diane Danforth HouseDiane Danforth House

For Endorsements
scan here

https://oneida-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Updated-PattyNinhamHoeftElectionLetter.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DRtoKAr9YAnf4SJwxIn1ocBHLCqt6BuM/view
https://oneida-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/DJ-OBC-.pdf
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To Protect our Future Generations my goals are:
• Preserve our Language & Culture, Resources & Governance
• Protect, Preserve and Exercise our Sovereignty
• Continue to be Financially Responsible & Accountable

To Protect our Future Generations my goals are:
• Preserve our Language & Culture, Resources & Governance
• Protect, Preserve and Exercise our Sovereignty
• Continue to be Financially Responsible & Accountable

Respectfully asking for your vote. I promise to bring the same
commitment to our Oneida Community as I always have.
Respectfully asking for your vote. I promise to bring the same
commitment to our Oneida Community as I always have.

To Protect our Future Generations my Experience includes:
• Leadership, Management & Promotion Skills
• Experience in Economical Politics
• Successful Business Owner 25+ years
• Leadership in Tribal, State & Federal Advisory Boards

To Protect our Future Generations my Experience includes:
• Leadership, Management & Promotion Skills
• Experience in Economical Politics
• Successful Business Owner 25+ years
• Leadership in Tribal, State & Federal Advisory Boards

Feel free to contact me at 920-639-9190.Feel free to contact me at 920-639-9190.

Reelect
JENNIFER
WEBSTER

Reelect
JENNIFER
WEBSTER

“Did you get
the notice?

Vote for Jonas.”

“Did you get
the notice?

Vote for Jonas.”

Re-elect
Jonas Hill
Re-elect

Jonas Hill

Shekoli, my name is Jonas Hill. I am a 
proud Oneida Nation community 

member, son, grandson, and father, 
running to serve with a good mind, good 
heart, a strong fire. With over a decade 
of frontline and leadership experience, 
service to the Oneida Nation Business 
Committee and Gaming Commission, 
and a strong educational background. 

I'm committed to transparent leadership 
and tangible results. I'm asking for your 
support to strengthen our sovereignty, 

grow our economy, protect our 
resources, and create opportunities for 

the next seven generations.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jennifer-hill-kelley-5b9b35a?utm_source=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=member_ios
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“I learned how our community works at my Grandma Betty’s kitchen
table. The people gathered around that table taught me leadership

means listening, caring & protecting our children. My fire
comes from the people who raised me & the families

I’ve spent my life listening to & helping.
I ask you to vote for me - I am ready to sit at our kitchen table.” 

“I learned how our community works at my Grandma Betty’s kitchen
table. The people gathered around that table taught me leadership

means listening, caring & protecting our children. My fire
comes from the people who raised me & the families

I’ve spent my life listening to & helping.
I ask you to vote for me - I am ready to sit at our kitchen table.” 

Education
• 2021, M.S., Teaching & Leadership, University of Wisconsin -Green Bay
• 2005, B.A., Business & Communications, Concordia University
• 1983, West De Pere High School

Education
• 2021, M.S., Teaching & Leadership, University of Wisconsin -Green Bay
• 2005, B.A., Business & Communications, Concordia University
• 1983, West De Pere High School

Work Experience
• Title VI Home School Liaison, West De Pere Public School District, serving Native
 children & families in 4k through 8th grade, 2023-Present
 • My current job puts me in the Civic Center & Oneida Library every week after
  school to work with our children and families.
• Oneida Head Start, 2022-2021, 2018-2017, 1988-1983
• Family Resource - Early Childhood Coordinator, Indian Community School (ICS),
 Franklin, WI, 2002 to 2017

Work Experience
• Title VI Home School Liaison, West De Pere Public School District, serving Native
 children & families in 4k through 8th grade, 2023-Present
 • My current job puts me in the Civic Center & Oneida Library every week after
  school to work with our children and families.
• Oneida Head Start, 2022-2021, 2018-2017, 1988-1983
• Family Resource - Early Childhood Coordinator, Indian Community School (ICS),
 Franklin, WI, 2002 to 2017

Community Work
• Current member, Oneida Trust & Enrollment Committee, elected to two terms,
 2023 & 2019
• Oneida language, lifelong active learner & teacher
• Member, SEOTS Advisory Board, served various terms during 2000 to 2013, including
 service as the Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary
• 1990s, volunteer for 3 seasons coaching Oneida Little League

Community Work
• Current member, Oneida Trust & Enrollment Committee, elected to two terms,
 2023 & 2019
• Oneida language, lifelong active learner & teacher
• Member, SEOTS Advisory Board, served various terms during 2000 to 2013, including
 service as the Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary
• 1990s, volunteer for 3 seasons coaching Oneida Little League

Oneida Business
Committee

Oneida Business
Committee

Vote
Pamela
Ninham

Vote
Pamela
Ninham

https://m.youtube.com/shorts/3FEevMBrk_I?ra=m
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QUALIFICATIONSQUALIFICATIONS
Ph. D. 1997 Pennsylvania State Special Education
 University Education Administration
M. Ed. 1988 Pennsylvania State Special Education
 University
B.S. 1986 Mount Senario College Elementary/Physical
  Education and Native
  American Studies

Ph. D. 1997 Pennsylvania State Special Education
 University Education Administration
M. Ed. 1988 Pennsylvania State Special Education
 University
B.S. 1986 Mount Senario College Elementary/Physical
  Education and Native
  American Studies

Feel free to contact me
at Oneida4Ever4@gmail.com

Feel free to contact me
at Oneida4Ever4@gmail.com

I have over 27 years of experience in the
Education field that I believe I can contribute to

the Oneida Nation School System.

I have over 27 years of experience in the
Education field that I believe I can contribute to

the Oneida Nation School System.

Elect Dr. Fern Cornelius DiamondElect Dr. Fern Cornelius Diamond
Oneida Nation
School Board

Community-at-Large

Oneida Nation
School Board

Community-at-Large

27 Years Oneida
Gaming Experience

13 Years of Employee
Relations Experience

For more information, contact me
at ldsmith26ds@tds.net

For Personnel
Commission

LARRY B.
SMITH

LARRY B.
SMITH

https://oneida-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/FernDiamondElectionLetterUpload.pdf
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ONCOA CommissionONCOA Commission

VOTE
Judy 

Metoxen
Sprangers

VOTE
Judy 

Metoxen
Sprangers

With 45 years in nursing, including 
15 years dedicated to elder care, 

and recently providing respite 
care, I am ready to serve our 

community’s elders!

Committed to ensuring 
Oneida Elders thrive with 
the support they deserve.

MEETING
COMMUNITY
LEGISLATIVE OPERATING COMMITTEE

Please join the Legislative Operating Committee 
(LOC) for a community meeting share information 
and gather input regarding the following:

The LOC encourages everyone to come participate in the legislative process by providing comments, suggestions, and questions 
that the LOC can consider and utilize in the development of new laws for the Nation.

Food will be provided during this community event. 

LEGISLATIVE OPERATING COMMITTEE MEMBERS

2023-2026 Legislative Term Accomplishments
Issues for Consideration for 2026-2029 Legislative Term
Holding Community Meetings

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10
5:30PM - 7:30PM
NORBERT HILL CENTER 
CAFETERIA
N7210 Seminary Rd, Oneida, WI 54155

https://oneida-nsn.gov/government/boards-committees-and-commissions/vacancies/
https://oneida-nsn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2023-02-08-APPROVED-Application-for-Appointed-BCCs-Fillable.pdf
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Watch the
Television

Commercial

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1B-77qfr2Qs


PO Box 365, Oneida, WI 54155-0365
2701 W. Mason St., Green Bay, WI 54303

She Looks for News

www.oneida-nsn.gov/resources/kalihwisaks             @kalihwisaks  

WE'RE HIRING!

Gaming and Hotel Positions Program and Service Positions

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

P A I D
ONEIDA WI 54155

PERMIT NO. 4

June 26 – 28, 2026 • Norbert Hill Center N7210 Seminary Rd • Oneida, WI

Food and Craft VendorsPublic is WelcomeOver $163,000 in
Prize Money!

Over $163,000 in
Prize Money!

Dancing &
Drum Contest

Dancing &
Drum Contest
Drug & Alcohol

Free Event
Drug & Alcohol

Free Event
Just Move It

Pow Wow Walk/Run
Sat., June 27, 8-10am

See page 6 to learn more.

Just Move It
Pow Wow Walk/Run

Sat., June 27, 8-10am
See page 6 to learn more.

            Admission
Weekend Pass $15
Daily Pass $10
62 & Over FREE
5 & Under FREE

            Admission
Weekend Pass $15
Daily Pass $10
62 & Over FREE
5 & Under FREE

    Grand Entry Times
Fri., June 26 7pm
Sat., June 27 1 & 7pm
Sun., June 28 Noon

    Grand Entry Times
Fri., June 26 7pm
Sat., June 27 1 & 7pm
Sun., June 28 Noon

Advanced tickets available at Oneida One Stops beginning
June 1, 2026 for $12. Refunds must be processed at location of purchase.

Admissions and grounds open 11am on Fri. and
9am on Sat. & Sun. No pets or canopies allowed.

https://theapplicantmanager.com/careers?co=on
https://css-oneidanation-prd.inforcloudsuite.com/hcm/Jobs/page/JobsHomePage?csk.JobBoard=EXTERNAL%20PROGRAMS&csk.HROrganization=1
https://oneida-nsn.gov/resources/kalihwisaks/
https://www.facebook.com/kalihwisaks



