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Discussions at ONCOA meetings 
• ONCOA will be live on: Oneida Live Thursday April 9th, 2026, on Facebook and YouTube 
• Discussion of Exiting Elders at GTC Meetings  
• Review Elder Protection Law Draft, Sponsor: Grace Elliott, Attorney 
• Update Regarding Energy Team Activities, Sponsor: Mike Troge, Energy Projects Manager 
• People working at home and what is going to happen to buildings and how much energy is wasted 

in the empty spaces 
• GTC meeting $200.00 option to donate to specific projects like this energy  

program or other initiatives. 
• When will home assessments be done? Currently it costs about $400 to $500 each 
• What is the process/insurance for the Veterans Office to help with Nursing home costs? 
• DRUMS mistakes who do we contact? As of now Patti Stueber OA&DS 920-869-6454 
• We would like community invited when Aging & Disability does their budget. 
• By-laws comments about training attendance and more. 
• Accept Update Thank You Cards from Breanna Phillips and Don White Family for ONCOA 

donations to Christmas Bingo party, Sponsor: Winnifred Thomas, Chair 
• ONCOA meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Tues, monthly starting at 1pm. Attend in person or 

via Teams. Please contact our Recording Secretary at 920-869-4372 or ONCOA@oneidanation.org 
for updates and for instructions to log on through Teams. 

• Community Open discussion at the beginning of every meeting. We are always looking to be the 
eyes and ears of our elder community, and we request your comments before we start each 
meeting.  We hope to see you at a meeting.  
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
ONCOA phone: 920-869-4372 Recording Secretary will answer the phone 
ONCOA Main email:  oncoa@oneidanation.org 
ONCOA website:  https://oneida-nsn.gov/government/boards-committees-and-
commissions/elected/#Oneida-Nation-Commission-on-Aging   
Drums Main Email: drumsacrossoneida@oneidanation.org 
 
Oneida Aging and Disability Services (OA&DS) Main and emergency phone number: 920-869-2448 
Oneida Aging and Disability website: https://oneida-nsn.gov/resources/agingdisabilityservices  
Facebook page: Oneida Aging & Disability Services 
A&DS Main email:  OneidaAging_info@oneidanation.org (requests/concerns/ideas email here) 
ANY concerns, questions, mistakes, or compliments please contact: pstueber@oneidanation.org 

 

April 2026 

https://encoded-592c9deb-987b-4562-aa3c-9fa3d37d83e9.uri/mailto%3aONCOA%40oneidanation.org%2520for%2520updates
https://encoded-592c9deb-987b-4562-aa3c-9fa3d37d83e9.uri/mailto%3aONCOA%40oneidanation.org%2520for%2520updates
mailto:oca-wtho@oneidanation.org
https://oneida-nsn.gov/government/boards-committees-and-commissions/elected/#Oneida-Nation-Commission-on-Aging
https://oneida-nsn.gov/government/boards-committees-and-commissions/elected/#Oneida-Nation-Commission-on-Aging
https://oneida-nsn.gov/resources/agingdisabilityservices
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DRUMS AND MORE right to your email, go to https://oneida-nsn.gov/subscribe/ or use the 
QR code to subscribe.  Below is a list of the current newsletters you can subscribe to.   

Update Oneida – Communication posting 
Kalihwisaks newsletter 
I am Oneida Project (blood quantum) 
Human Services Division newsletter 
Environmental, Land and Agriculture Division newsletter 
DRUMS Across Oneida Elder Newsletter (ONCOA coordinated) 

     Please pass the word to everyone! 
To those who subscribed. You should have received an email with a link that opens the newsletters and 
announcements.  

(did you know) 

DIJANO: There is a ONEIDA LANGUAGE CLASS  every Wednesday  at 
10:00am in     POD A  2907 S. OVERLAND RD. ONEIDA WI 

ANYONE IS WELCOME, AND ANY AGE!! 

https://oneida-nsn.gov/subscribe/
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After 8:00am on April 1st, the applications for the Major Home Repair will be in the 

 BLACK MAILBOX OUTSIDE located at ONEIDA AGING & DISABILITY SERVICES OFFICE  

2907 S Overland Rd Oneida WI.  In MILWAUKEE the applications will be at SEOTS. 
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Culture Session with the Turtle Clan Manager 
April 22, 4:30PM — Everyone Welcome 
Join us the following day for a special Culture Session led by Nicholas Metoxen. These sessions 
are a chance to learn, connect, and strengthen our understanding of Oneida culture and community.   
                                                           All ages are welcome, and                                                   
                                                           No prior knowledge is needed— 
                                                           just bring your curiosity and a   
                                                           willingness to learn.                   
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Oneida Community Library 
Kanuhsʌte tkˀayʌt́uh yewanˀnutʌkwa 

“Building  
 

Mission Statement 
To provide for informational needs of the 

Oneida Community, while building a 
collection that reflects our unique Oneida 
Heritage. All persons will have access to 

current, balanced materials, services, and 
programs, that will enrich their 

informational, cultural and recreational 
needs. 

 

Website: 

https://oneida-
nsn.gov/education/library/welcome/ 
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             UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL WITH:  WINNIFRED L. THOMAS 
 (known as Winnie)  
 
      As Chairperson of the ONCOA Committee, I work closely with our Tribal Recording individual to conduct 
meetings, ensure strong communication, and uphold the interests and well-being of all our Elders. ONCOA 
plays a vital role within our Nation—serving as the conduit between the Oneida Business Committee and 
the General Tribal Council. In this role, our responsibility is to be the eyes and ears of our community. We 

listen, we observe, and we field any concerns brought forward by our 
Elders, working collaboratively to find meaningful solutions. 
My commitment to this work is deeply rooted in my family’s legacy. My 
father, Lee McLester, my mother, Pearl McLester, and my brother, Ron 
McLester, were longstanding ONCOA members who contributed 
significantly to the growth of our Nation. They were strong advocates for 
our Elders, guided by values of service, respect, and community.  Their 
example continues to inspire my dedication today. Listening is one of the 

most important skills we can bring to this work. Every Elder carries a story and every story deserves to be 
heard. Some Elders choose not to speak in crowded settings and ONCOA is very sensitive to each issue and 
helps to bridge that gap. I believe that through listening—with patience, compassion, and intent—we 
strengthen not only ONCOA but our entire Nation. Be good to others and they will be good to you. Always 
help anyone in need if you can, because if you do, you will always be blessed. 
     From the time I was a child, I dreamed of adventure. I imagined joining the Navy, traveling the world, 
and seeing places far beyond the horizon. I also wished I could draw—capturing thoughts and feelings in 
lively cartoons. Even though my artistic skills never quite matched the pictures in my mind, I always loved 
the idea of expressing myself creatively. 
     Looking back, the accomplishments that matter most aren’t the ones I dreamed about—they’re the 
ones life gave me. My four children, my grandchildren, and now my great-grandchildren are my proudest 
rewards. Alongside them are the 31 years I devoted to the United States Postal Service and the sixteen 
years I served with the Oneida Appeals Commission as a Judicial Officer and Peacemaker. Those roles 
taught me patience, fairness, and dedication to my community. 
     One guiding voice along the way was my seventh-grade teacher, Miss Abbott, a missionary at the Oneida 
Mission School. She planted in me a lesson that has echoed throughout my life: “If first a job is once begun, 
never leave it ‘til it’s done.  Be the job great or small, do it well or not at all.” 
Those words became a compass—steady, clear, and reliable. 
     As our tribe approaches the upcoming elections, I find myself hoping for leadership that reflects that 
same principle. We deserve individuals who lead by example, who walk the talk, and who are willing to put 
in a full, honest day of work. Our community needs role models who reflect integrity, humility, and 
commitment.  
     Beyond service and duty, I love exploring the world in my own way: by driving. I enjoy taking roads I’ve 
never traveled, following interesting turns just to see where they lead. When I’m on the road, books on 
tape are my companions—stories of every kind. One day, I hope to visit every single state in the USA, 
there’s still so much to discover. 
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Oneida Aging and Disability Services list 2026, 2907 S. Overland Rd., Oneida, WI 54155  
Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:30pm, Main number: 920-869-2448 Toll Free: 1-800-867-1551, 

Oneidaaging_info@oneidanation.org 
24-hour answering service for after-hour electric, plumbing, or heating emergency needs: 920-869-2448 
option 7, (limitations and approval may apply) 
 

AVAILABLE SERVICES 
SERVICE SPECIALIST-Chrissy Liggins 869-6847 

First point of contact for services  Home Chore/Minor home repair requests 
Disability fund applications   Loan closet applications 
Snow removal/lawn cutting/garbage list 

ACTIVITY SPECIALIST – 869-6831 
Wellness/exercise activities    Social activities 
Outings      Elder bingo 
Crafting/classes     Rides available for activities by scheduling ahead of time 

OUTREACH WORKER-Patti Harms 869-6839 
OUTREACH WORKER- Sarah Miles (WELCOME) 869-6840 

Support visits for homebound, Nursing home, or hospitalized 
Evidenced based program training (Bingocize) 
Referrals to other resources  Tips for increased health and safety in the home 
IADL assistance (Transportation for shopping/groceries/Banking) 

CONGREGATE MEALS/MEALS ON WHEELS-Loretta Mencheski 869-6844 
*call 869-2448 for meal reservations and cancelations 

Sign-up for Congregate meal site  Meals on Wheels assessments 
Nutrition program supervisor 

NATIVE AMERICAN FAMILY CAREGIVER-Schuyler Metoxen 869-6830 
Voucher program coordinator    Monthly support group 
Alzheimer’s family caregiver support program Respite care  
Alzheimer’s/dementia loan closet  

TRIBAL AGING & DISABILITY RESOURCE SPECIALIST- Carol Bogda 869-6834 
Long-term care functional screen   Assistance with Medicaid application   

TRIBAL BENEFIT SPECIALIST-Joseph Williams 869-6849 
Public benefit application assistance   Medical supplies assistance 
Referrals for estate planning    Certified State Health Insurance 
Processes Senior Care applications 

ELDER ABUSE-Breanna Phillips 869-6828 
Addresses elder abuse concerns  Support and connection with proper resources 
Supervises Outreach, NAFCG, activities, and service specialist 

OFFICE MANAGER-Tracy Smith 869-6846 
Lifeline assistance    Senior companion program 
Money handling     Purchasing processes 

HOME REPAIR SUPERVISOR-Joe Sexton 869-6852  
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Patti Stueber 869-6854 
DIRECTOR OF ONEIDA AGING AND DISABILITY-Jodi Tess 869-6845, jtess@oneidanation.org 

Rave signup     All programming  
 

mailto:Oneidaaging_info@oneidanation.org
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The “Eagle Mindset”: 
Adopting the calm, 
centered, and focused 
nature of an eagle, even 
in chaotic situations, 
helps maintain inner 
peace and power. 

 

Symbolism in Nature: 
Eagles embody freedom, 
wisdom, and courage, 
offering a sense of calm 
strength 

 

Spiritual Connection: 
Often seen as 
messengers, eagles are 
associated with spiritual 
strength and peace.  

 

Visual Serenity: 
Observing eagles in their 
natural habitat, such as 
near quiet, reflective 
waters, offers a 
peaceful, meditative 
experience 

KEY ASPECTS OF 
EAGLES AND 

SERENITY 
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 Registration is now OPEN for the 2026 
Bellin Run.  Stop in at Oneida Family 
Fitness to join Team Oneida!  Discounted 
registration and a team t-shirt are 
available to the first 150 that join.  See 
flyer for more details! 

 



   
 

- 20 - 

 

 

 

 

 

  

What is a memory café? 

A memory café is a social event where someone who has 
dementia, memory concerns, or would like some 
socialization can attend along with their caregivers, family, 
or friends. This is nonjudgmental event, a safe environment 
where if someone repeats themselves or wanders about the 
room or says things that may not make sense, it is ok.  We 
usually do some kind of art activity, sometimes a speaker 
and we always talk.  Come check us out the 2nd Wednesday 
of each month from 1:30-3pm @ the Oneida Health Center 
main conference rooms. 

MEMORY CAFÉ TEMPORARILY MOVING STARTING IN MAY THRU JULY. 

May 13th 1:30-3:00 Aging & Disability Conference Room 

June 10th 1:30-3:00 Meal Site Watching the Glenn Campbell movie about his journey with Dementia 

July 8th 1:30-3:00 Aging & Disability Conference Room Speaker from Nutrition, education, bingo, and making a treat 
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CALL:     SCHUYLER 
METOXEN she is our 
Native American 
Family Caregiver/ 
Coordinator/Outreach 

 

mailto:smetoxe9@oneidanation.org
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LIST OF UPCOMING EVENTS/MEETINGS from the ONCOA agenda 
ONCOA Meetings 

• April 14, 2026, 1:00pm, Oneida Aging and Disability Services Conference Room 
• April 28, 2026, 1:00pm, Oneida Aging and Disability Services Conference Room 

GTC Meetings – none scheduled as of this date 

Great Lakes Native American Elders Association (GLNAEA) Events 

• June 3rd – 4th 2026 – Menominee, WI 
• September 2nd – 3rd – Ho Chunk, WI (tentative) 
• December 2nd – 3rd – Watersmeet, MI Lac Vieux Desert (tentative) 

Nutrition Advisory Board, meal site (3rd Thursday every month) 

• April 19, 2026, 1:00pm in Congregate Meal Site 

ONCOA Representatives 

• Brown County Aging and Disability Resource Center – Sandra Skenadore 
• Outagamie Aging and Long-Term Support Advisory Committee (ALTS) – Pearl Webster 
• Oneida Alzheimer’s Disease Community Advisory Board (CAB) – Beverly Anderson and 

Sandra Skenadore 
• Nutrition Advisory Board – Mary Loeffler 
• Anna John Resident Centered Care Community – Beverly Anderson 
• Oneida Public Safety and Security Commission– Beverly Anderson 

Do you need assistance selecting the right insurance for you? 

Oneida Aging & Disability Services Benefit Services Joseph Williams at 920-869-6849 Leave a 
voicemail if he does not answer. He will provide information, assistance and administrative 
representation to Oneida tribal enrolled elders aged 55+ that reside within the Oneida Reservation 
boundaries. Additionally, this paraprofessional performs a variety of duties relating to public 
benefits for elders and coordinates with other county, community, tribal and governmental 
agencies under the direction of the Regional Legal Assistance office.   

The benefits specialist will also assist with forms: Medical Assistance, Medical Supplies, Energy 
Assistance, and Community Support/Catastrophic application processing. Provide referrals for 
estate planning such as Last Will and Testament, Living Will, Durable Power of Attorney for Health 
care and Durable Power of Attorney for Finances. Assists elders with setting up Burial Account 
Information. 
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Thank you to all those who participated in the coloring contest and to 

those who donated the prizes for this contest! 
Congratulations to the winners: 

Lori Jarosinski #10- 1st place.                      Gloria Hawk #13 -2nd place.   
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Birthday Celebration for the elders AND Staff of Aging and Disability  
 

 

 
Elders along with Aging and Disability staff Birthday celebrations will be held every 3 months in the 
Aging & Disability main Elder Conference Room with games/prizes, cake and Ice Cream.  

April, May and June BIRTHDAYS will be celebrated on: 

    May 11, 2026           1:00pm- 2:00pm, Elder Conf Room 
Please sign up on the birthday sheet (located on meal site desk), your birthday Month and Day, 

(year if you choose to).  Yaw^ko! 
Here are the elders and A&D employees that have birthdays in The Month of APRIL:  
 GERALD W JORDAN      FRANK SMITH      NANCY TORRES        PATRICIA BAIRD   
DONNA LAU        JOSEPH WILLIAMS    JANE SALZMAN     WINNIE THOMAS           
                                       JUDY BOZEMAN          RICHARD BAIRD 
 
Feel free to check the Aging and Disability website anytime for prior year DRUMS 
issues that include DO lists. 

https://oneida-nsn.gov/divisions/humanservices/agingdisabilityservices/DRUMS   

https://oneida-nsn.gov/divisions/humanservices/agingdisabilityservices/DRUMS
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PLEASE READ FOR THE MONTHLY COLORING PAGE CONTEST 
– We have a couple changes. 

1) Color your picture  
2) (cut it out of your Drums newsletter) 
3) Bring to the Congregate Meal Site- In Anna John Resident 

Centered Care Community 
4) Give to Loretta Mencheski- Supervisor of the Meal Site 
5) Do NOT put your name on the back. Loretta will give the picture a 

number and put your name on the list. 
6) YOU NEED to be present to win a prize. 
7) On the last Wednesday of each month after lunch. ONCOA 

member will be here to help with the voting and winners.  
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