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The Iroquois clans were 
developed at a time in our history 
when there were a lot less people 
than there are today. It was a time 
when the people were not sure 
who they were related to. The 
elders were worried that the 
young people were getting 
together with their closely related 
family members. There was much 
apprehension about how to relate 
with each other. The elders began 
to meet about how this was 
going to be addressed.

After a few meetings had failed to 
bring any ideas to address this, a 
young man stood up and asked if 
it would be ok to address them. 
He was the kind of man that was 
usually very quiet and reserved. 
He told the Council about his idea 
to alleviate the problems that 
people were having. He said the 
animal world all have their own 
ways of doing things. The birds all 
have their own ways, each 
species. The trees have their own 
ways also, each family. He 
suggested that each family have 
their eldest woman intently pay 
attention to what she sees in the 
next morning. Each woman seen 
a di�erent animal in the morning. 
This animal is to represent the 
clan for each of the women’s 
families.

https://oneida-nsn.gov/our-ways/clan-systems/


