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Vision: A Progressive Sustainable Health System That 
Promotes Tsi?niyukwalihot^ (Our Ways)

Mission:  We Provide the Highest Quality, Holistic Health 
Care to Ensure Wellness for OUR Oneida Community

Values: 
Responsive Leadership   Safety
Communication     Culturally Sensitive
Trust is the Foundation   Respect     
 



Five Principles Nation Building

Transformational Leadership

Strong Governing Systems

Cultural Relevancy

Strategic Outlook

Sovereignty
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Wendy Wolter, RN, WCC, BSN

Interim Continuum of Care Director

920.869.6746

wwagner@oneidanation.org



Year of Service

Connie Vandenberg

Betty Schwantes

Kelly Walenski

Scott Lalonde

40 Years

30 Years

25 Years

25 Years



Year of Service

Connie Vandenberg ξ 40 Years



Year of Service

Betty Schwantes  ξ 30 Years



Year of Service

Kelly Walenski  ξ 25 Years



Year of Service

Scott Lalonde ξ 25 Years



HRD Interns 



McKenna L. Metoxen

 

Student Intern - OCHD

University of Wisconsin -Madison 
(2028)

School of Nursing, certificate in 
American Indian & Indigenous 

Studies 

mmetoxe8@oneidanation.org



Margie M. Stevens
OCHD Student Intern

Business Marketing Major

Wisconsin Lutheran College (2027)

msteven1@oneidanation.org 



Student  Intern  - Pharmacy

University of Wisconsin -Madison (2028)

School of Pharmacy

dlaluzer@oneidanation.org

Donavin D. Laluzerne



Kaya L. Danforth

University of Wisconsin - Green Bay (2028)

Student Intern - Physical Therapy/ HPDP

Human Biology with an Emphasis in 
Exercise Science 

kdanfo15 @oneidanation.org



Carey Gleason, PhD, MS

Professor
University of Wisconsin

Division of Geriatrics 
School of Medicine and Public Health



LAND 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT
and My Positionality

TheUniversityof WisconsinςMadisonoccupiesancestralHo-Chunk 
land,a placetheir nationhascalledTeejop(day-JOPE)sincetime 
immemorial.

Inan1832treaty, the Ho-Chunkwereforcedto cedethis territory.

Decadesof ethniccleansingfollowedwhenboth the federalandstate
governmentrepeatedly,but unsuccessfully,soughtto forcibly remove
the Ho-Chunkfrom Wisconsin.

Thishistoryof colonizationinformsour sharedfuture of collaboration
andinnovation.

Today,UWςMadison respectsthe inherent sovereigntyof the Ho-
ChunkNation,alongwith the elevenotherFirstNationsof Wisconsin.



In Our Time Together

1. History of OneidaNation and UW Madison'sAlzheimer's 

DiseaseCenterCollaboration

2. OneidaAlzheimer'sCommunityAdvisoryBoard

3. Currentprojects

4. Proposedprojects

5. Lotsof time to addressquestionsand hear your thoughts





Timeline

2016 2021 20242017 2018 2019 2020 2022 2023

Summer/Fall2024-25 
NARCHapplication 

IBACSapplication 
COPESProject

Spring2015  
Conversations 
started.
VisitedOneida 
to meet with 
ONCOA.

Oct 2015
Crossedpaths 
with ONCOA 
members at a 
conferencein AZ

July 2016
Applied for funding to 
support an Oneida 
CommunityAdvisory 
Board(CAB)

2019-onward
Monthly CABmeetings.AIMS:
ÅCulturallytailored outreach
ÅReachspecific groups
ÅReducestigma
ÅCulturallycompetent 

diagnostics

2016-onward
Monthly CABmeetings.AIMS:
ÅCulturallytailored outreach
ÅCulturallycompetent 

diagnostics
ÅSurveyfamiliesabout 

caregivingneeds(w/BC 
resolution)

Feb2019
SoughtBC
Resolution
for CAB

May 2019
Appliedfor 
new funding 
for CAB

June2022  
AMICAProject 
started

March 2022  
ICARE5-year 
Projectstarted

Sept 2018
ICARE 5-year
Projectstarted

Oct 2022
ADRC
Recruitment 
approved

Oct 2020
OneidaHelping 
OneidaProject 
started



Goals of the Collaboration ξthe ωČŬǺϊ

Thoseaffectedthe most shouldhaveaccessto the benefits

Recognizingthe diseasecomplex Better science

Treatments Diagnosing Prevention

Amongracializedgroups,AmericanIndiansare at high for 
dementia

But the field is makingsignificantdiscoveries

SuchyȤDicey,A. M., DomotoȤReilly,K.,Nelson, L.,Jayadev,S.,Buchwald,D. S.,Grabowski,T.J.,& Rhoads,K. (2024).Epidemiologyand prevalenceof dementiaand 
Alzheimer'sdiseasein AmericanIndians:Data from the StrongHeart Study.Alzheimer's& Dementia.



Pause for Questions
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Oneida Community 
Advisory Board (CAB)
OneidaNation!ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎDiseaseCommunityAdvisory 
Board(CAB)

¶ OneidaBusinessCommitteeApprovedApril24, 
2019- Resolution# 04-24-19-A

Fundedto start CAB Approvedby BC Fundingrenewedand supported 
by severalprojects

CABmeets monthly. Co-led by Oneida 
and UWrepresentatives

GOALS:
1) Guidea culturally tailored outreach,education 

andresearch.
2) Reachmiddle-agedadults,military Veterans 

and youth with DementiaCurriculum.
3) Work to reducestigmaassociatedwith
!ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎand RelatedDementiasby
providingoutreachand education.

4) Continueefforts to optimize accessto culturally
competent dementia diagnostics

20222021 20242018

Informal meetings 
with ONCOA.Mostly 
focusedon 
education

2016 2017 2019 2020 2023

At present,CABis our primary meansof getting 
feedbackon scientificwork: proposals,abstracts 
and eventuallymanuscriptsusingdata from 
approvedprojects

2025



Oneida CAB
ÅMeets Monthly

ÅStanding agenda items include research, 
communications, clinical work

GOALS:
1) Guidea culturally tailored outreach,education 

andresearch.
2) Reachmiddle-agedadults,military Veterans 

and youth with DementiaCurriculum.
3) Work to reducestigmaassociatedwith
!ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎand RelatedDementiasby
providingoutreachand education.

4) Continueefforts to optimize accessto culturally
competent dementia diagnostics
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ICAREProject
IndigenousCulturalUnderstandingof the!ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎDiseaseandRelatedDementiaResearchand 
Engagement(ICARE)ςResearchProject

¶ Resolution# 04-24-19-B

20222021 2023 2026 2027

Fundedfor 2 
yearsby NIH 
Approvedby BC

Re-Funded 
for 5 yearsby 
NIH

Writing papers,working
on Renewalapplication
to NIH

Fundingruns out

Hired 2 elders to work on the 
project.

2019 2020

Laststages:interviews 
with dyads:PLWDand 
their caregivers.

Teamhaspresentedabstracts 
describingthe project and 
preliminary findingsat conferences

2024 2025

Teamconductsinterviews 
and sequentialfocus 
groupswith caregivers

ENDPRODUCT:
Database 

cataloginglived 
experienceof 
dementia for 

NativeAmerican
elders

Renewalsubmission 
Nov.2025



AMICA
Addressing!ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎDiseaseand Related DementiasDisparities: The American Indigenous 
CognitiveAssessment(AMICA)ςResearchProject

¶ Researchauthorizationletter onNov4,2020

¶ Resolution#04-24-19-B

2020 2025 20262021 2024 2027 2028

Application 
Authorizedby BC

Fundedfor 5 
yearsby NIH

Writing papers, 
workingon Renewal 
applicationto NIH

Fundingruns out
FirstNIH 
application 
not funded. 
Resubmitted 
in 2021

Hiredall Indigenous 
team, including2 
individuals from Oneida

2022 2023

Createda Traditional 
KnowledgeCarriers 
group to adapt 
existingtools

Phase2: Validity testing of 
newly adaptedbattery

Laststagesof adapting. 
National IK groupsmeeting 
this month

ENDPRODUCT:
Batteryof 

tests/interviews 
adapted and 

validated with 
andfor US 
Indigenous 

populations

Phase2 
approvedby BC



Wisconsin ƇȄŬŌűƏŌǀόǈDisease Research Center
Wisconsin!ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎDiseaseResearchCenterCommunityEngagedRecruitment(ADRCClinical 
Core)ςResearchProject

¶ Resolution# 09-28-22-A

2022 2026 2029 2030

Approvedby BC Fundedfor 5 
more years 
by NIH

Workingon Renewal 
applicationto NIH

Outreachevents 
with Veterans

2025

Enrollmentcontinues:Goalis to 
recruit 2 new participantsper 
month

2027 2028

Carsand Guitars

2023 2024

Hired Indigenousteam 
for outreach and 
engagement.

ENDPRODUCT:
Wisconsin 
Indigenous 

populationsare 
includedin

research,ensuring 
they will benefit from

discoveries

On-going:activities to support BrainHealth and Awarenessof Dementia 
and participation in Elder-Centeredeventsat Oneida



ICARE:Peoplecaringfor someone 
with dementiaandtheir lovedones 
livingwith dementia

AMICA:Peoplewilling to completea 
culturallysafememorycheckupς
startingthis fall

ADRCClinicalCore:Peoplewilling to 
join a longitudinalprojectand 
completeannualmemorycheckups

Three Projects 
Looking for 
Volunteer 

Participants



Summary of ÕǀƚƁŌĿǔǈόImpact

OneidaCommunityis 
helpingdirect the 
research(CAB)

Developa diagnostic 
test that is validatedto 
work for Oneidacitizens 
(AMICA)

OneidabŀǘƛƻƴΩǎlived 
experienceof dementia 
is documented(ICARE)

Oneidacitizensare 
includedin!ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ 
research



Capacity Building

HIREFROM 
COMMUNITY

LOCATEIN 
COMMUNITY

WORKWITHONEIDA 
BUSINESSES(E.G. 

CATERING,PRINTING)

SUPPORTONEIDAAND 
INDIGENOUS 
LEADERSHIP
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Native American Research Centers for Health (NARCH)
ÅCentersof Excellencefundedby NIH
ÅGreatLakesNARCHApplicationSubmitted
ÅUWMadisonsupportedAim:StudentCareerEnhancement

ÅPIs:Drs.JeneileLuebkeandKalaCornelius
ÅGoals: Culturallytailored studenthealth and researchexperiences 

in tribal communities,Indigenousmentorship,and a community 
engagementresearchsite
ÅNoticeof Awards~ August2025



IBACS
Addressing!ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎDiseaseandRelatedDementiasDisparities:TheIndigenousBehavioraland 
CognitiveSymptom(IBACS)ChecklistsςResearchProject

¶ OneidaBusinessCommitteeApprovedNovember13,2024ςResolution#11-13-24-G
o PI:KristenJacklin,PhD- Universityof Minnesota
o MPI:CareyGleason,PhDςUniversityof Wisconsin
o MPI:TassyParker, PhDςUniversityof NewMexico

Idea:Adaptquestionnairesthat arehelpfulin detecting 
earlysymptomsof dementia

Will involveIndigenousKnowledgeKeepersAdvisoryGroup

2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032

Application 
Approvedby BC

Earliest 
possible 
funding

June 2025NIH
application 
Submitted

ENDPRODUCT:
Batteryof 

tests/interviews 
adapted and 

validated with 
andfor US 
Indigenous 

populations



COPES
CommunityPlacedEngagementSiteςServiceandResearchProject

¶OneidaBusinessCommitteewill reviewonJuly23,2025- Resolution#TBD

Idea:GeneratedbyOneidaADRCparticipantsandendorsedbyONCOA 

Goal:Bringresearchinitiativesto Community,involveNARCHtrainees

ENDPRODUCT:
Communitylocated 

and staffedsite for
Trainingand 

Research

2025 20312030 2033202820272026 2029 2032

Applicationreviewed 
by BC

Earliestpossiblestart date:Oct 2025June 2025 
application 
Submitted



In Development: DemDX
Communityled DementiaDiagnostics

¶not yet submittedto OneidaBusinessCommittee

Idea:HaveTribeleadandbenefitfrom newdiagnostictechnologies ENDPRODUCT:
Community-led 

dementia diagnostic
infrastructure

2025 20312030 2033202820272026 2029 2032

November 2025
application due
to NIH



For All 
Collaborations 

ξPriorities 
Include

ÅServes¢ǊƛōŜΩǎneedsandgoals

ÅGivefirstςno strings

ÅOrganicAdvocacyςInitiatedby Oneida

ÅCapacityBuilding:

ÅIndigenousleadership

ÅHiringfrom the community(Community 
researchers)
ÅInvolveIndigenousscholarsandclinical 

trainees

ÅDataandsamplesovereignty

ÅCulturalhumility, safetyand dismantling 
colonization



Lots of Key Players ξMany of Whom are Oneida
ωWesMartin*

ωMarleneSummers*

ωGilda Ennis

GLNAEA

ωKalaCornelius*

ωCareyGleason

ωCarolaFerrer Simo

COPES

ωJenieleLuebke*NARCH

ωKalaCornelius*NARCH

ωMeganZuelsdorffSTRIDE

Schoolof 
NursingNARCH

ωCareyGleason

ωLaurenW.YMcLester-
Davis*

ωKalaCornelius*

ωSacheenLawrence*

ωMeganZuelsdorff

ωMelissaMetoxen*

!ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ 
diseaseClinical 
CoreADRC

ωMaryWyman

ωSacheenLawrence*

ωJesseMontoure*

OneidaHelping 
Oneida

ωMarleneSummers*

ωLoisStrong*

ωNickLambrou

ωKalaCornelius*

ωCareyGleason

ICARE

ωCareyGleason

ωLauren.W.YMcLester-
Davis*

ωKalaCornelius*

ωCarrieTrojanczyk*

ωCassandraThomas*

AMICA

ωTBD

Proposed:
IBACS& DemDX



Thankyou for your time and attention
Thanksto the Outreach& RecruitmentTeam 

Thanksto our TribalPartnerand Researchparticipants

ceg@medicine.wisc.edu

Questions and Thoughts?

mailto:ceg@medicine.wisc.edu


Extra Slides Covering

ÅDementia and ƇȄŬŌűƏŌǀόǈDisease

ÅPrevention Strategies

ÅDiagnosing



Dementia? Mild Cognitive Impairment? 
Alzheimer's disease?

DEMENTIA

Generalterm for declinein 
thinkingability

Affect day to day function

MILDCOGNITIVEIMPAIRMENT

Generalterm for declinein 
thinkingability

DoesNOTaffect day to day 
function

ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE

Most commoncauseof these 
conditions



https://www.alzheimersresearchuk.org/new
s/vascular-dementia-explained/


