Oneida Nation ELA Division Winter Newsletter 2025

ELA Division Newsletter

LATIHWY"TYSA?NIKO-LALE? they protect the earth

PAGE 2-4 PAGE 5 PAGE 6 - 9

Environment Land & Conservation Agriculture
. Forest Health Mainenance - Manure Pit Update Apple Orchard Update

» Quality Habitat Updates Oneida White Corn Update
« Eco Services Nonpoint

Hlifiz s . » Hazard Tree Application
- Safe Battery Disposal P « EHSLA Name Change Memo

BIA Updates the Fee to Trust Process

The Fee to Trust process with the Bureau of Currently we have 25 applications
Indian Affairs (BIA) has always been very pending approval atthe BIA in the new process,
cumbersome. It was a lengthy 16 step processthat 32 in the old process and 47 awaiting approval
took years, sometimes decades, for a parcel to be by Oneida Law office to be submitted.
processed into Trust. There was no timeline, only In January 2025 we received some great
the 16 step process. Applications could be retumed  news that 8 applications, totaling 570 acres in
at any step for updated information or questions.  Hobart, were placed into trust for the Nation.
The process was further complicated with several
jurisdictions contesting and fighting the Nation on  For more information contact Nicole Rommel at
placing land into trust. nrommel @oneidanation.org

In 2024, after years of complaints, the BIA . ONEIDK FESERVATION :
rolled out a major change, a new streamlined bipgeri
process. This new process has a turnaround time
goal of 120 days after submitting a complete
application package.

The Second important change in the Fee to
Trust Process is that in the past, state and local
governments were notified of a Tribes request,
which they could contest. This means they would
ask that land not be put into Trust status, mostly for
the taxation loss. In the new process the BIA no
longer invites comments regarding on-reservation
acquisitions, which allows land to go into trust
quicker.

This new process was put in place to make
the Land into Trust process more efficient, simpler,
and less expensive, and to support restoration of
Tribal Homelands.

» 2024 Land Aquisitions

Oneida Nation Farm Updates
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Forest Health Maintainence

What is EAB?
Emerald Ash Borer

EAB is an insect that kills Ash
trees.

= Salvage cutting hazardous
trees in busy areas is
essential to prevent risks.

« Iftrees are left completely
dead, they can unexpectedly
fall and cause severe
damage.

» Forest Health Maintenance
done on 75 Ash trees in
2024 by eco services staff.

» Salvage cutting will
continue for forest health

maintneance.

How to spot the Emerald Ash Borer

« Dry patchy tree trunk of Ash tree

» Thinning canopy

+ Woodpecker damage

« D-shaped exit holes

+ 5-shaped trails splitting the bark

+ Finding larvea, pupae, and adults
confirms the infestation.

Forester Bradley Thomas at:
bthomas@oneidanation.org
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Checklist

‘ j Avoid single-use plastic

Watch your energy consumption

Create wildlife habitats at home

Shop small local businesses
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Oneida Nation ELA Division

Environmental Updates

Habitat Updates Nonpoint Project
by Environmental Quality by Eco-Services

Hansen Road Wetland

« Seven state
threated turtles
monitored in
2024,

Radio telemetry has
identified summer range,
nesting islands, and
hibernation areas.

« Remote acoustic monitoring for
birds and bats at 7 locations.

Early data indicates managed Two

grazing areas are providing reforestation
important surrogate projects have
habitat for grassland been grant

funded for
2025! Details
this summer!

bird species.

Oneida, in partnership with Ducks
Unlimited, NEW Water, and Outagamie
County, determined this area within the

Ashwavbenon Creek/Dutchman Creek
watershed as best svited for a wetland
restoration according to SNAP Plus
results.

A small berm was constructed 170" long
with a control structure installed to hold
water at a set elevation, a maximum 3.5
acres, to promote wetland plant growth.
The goal is filter sediment and nutrients
before introducing the water back into

burns to mange seventy five
acres of praire habita

the stream.
For more Information contact For more Infermation contact
Jlim Snitgen at: Sylvia Cornelius at ¥
jsnitgen®@oneidanation.org :scornel2@oneidanation.org j;f?i#l
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Safe Battery Disposal for the Oneida Reservation

Brown County Hazardous Material Recovery Facility
FREE Battery Disposal for Oneida Tribal Members.
Request a waste voucher here: https:f,-’-:aneida-nsn.govfmember—login!

Drop-off Location:
Brown County Hazardous Material Recovery Facility
2561 S. Broadway, Green Bay

Hours of Operation: Tuesday: 9 AM - 3 PM - Thursday: 12 PM - 6 PM

What Batteries Are Accepted?

All types of batteries can be brought for safe disposal, including:
Alkaline (AA, AAA, C, D, F)

Rechargeable

Lithium-ion

Nickel Cadmium

Nickel Metal-Hydride

Button Cell

Any Rechargeable Batteries

Also Accepted: Battery-Containing Devices

Devices where the battery cannot be replaced by the consumer (e.g., laptops, drones, power tools)

Why Proper Disposal Matters

Prevent Fire Risks: Batteries, especially lithium-ion, can catch fire if damaged or improperly disposed of.
Protect the Environment: Harmful chemicals in batteries can leak into the soil and waterways if not
handled properly.

Legal Requirements: It's illegal in Wisconsin to throw electronics and certain batteries in the trash.

How to Prepare Batteries for Drop-off

1. Individual Packaging: Place each battery in a clear plastic bag or tape the terminals with clear packing
or electrical tape to avoid overheating.

2. Storage: Store batteries in a non-metal, leak-proof container (e.g, plastic container or bucket with lid).
3. Swollen or Damaged Batteries: Store these in sand or kitty litter to minimize risk.

Please Remember:
Do NOT place batteries in your curbside recycling bin — they can cause fires when damaged.
Drop off your batteries at the Brown County Hazardous Material Recovery Facility for safe disposal.
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Land & Conservation Area

As of the end of 2024 Oneida
OWnNSs No more manure pits!
Oneida Nation started the
abandonment of the last former
manure pit at 1087 County Line
Road on April 15, 2024. The pit
was completley abandoned on
November 27, 2024.

Before

Oneida Nation Land Purchases in 2024
13 aquisitions - 523.63 total acres - The Nation now owns 45% of original reservation.
For more information contact Nicole Rommel at: nrommel@oneidanation.org

Hazard Tree Removal Request

Oneida Elde Contact Work

55+ Application

Evaluation By OCD
staff

« Tree removal

For further assistance completed by
Flders 55+ can emuil: contractor

Conservation_Department

= Wood removal

Woneidanation.arg or call

920-869-6500 Schedule for Contracted
Removal Requests to
outside Vendor

completed by OCD staff.

Funding may not cover
all the contracting job
requests annually.

Oneida
conservation

Limited funding

determines # of
Com pIEte contract work
removal orders completed

ONEIDA

A good mind. A good hoart. A strong fire. “_'_ S0y ;
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Apple Orchard Update

Chickens at the Orchard!

As many of you know, we added chickens to the
orchard last spring to aid in soil health and pest
management. They spent their time here
scratching around and aerating the soils of the
orchard, while also providing nitrogen-rich manure
that contributes to soil fertility. As our staff rotated
them daily throughout the orchard, They did their
part with pest management (with helping eat
those bugs that like to eat our apples!), in addition
to foraging on weeds, grasses, grubs, and produce
provided daily. Not only that, but many of us have
been able to enjoy the fresh, nutrient-dense eggs
they provided during this time. Staff worked every
week to collect hundreds of eggs and safely
process and pack them, getting them to the
Emergency Food Pantry and stocked in our retail
store for sale. 3 e

A total of 107 of the healthiest, best cared for birds
produced over 340 pounds of a high quality
protein source for community. Whole frozen birds
went to the Emergency Pantry for distribution and
were sold in the Orchard retail store.
There is something so special about seeing
_ through an animal’s life from beginning to end

T knowing that they spent their lives in an
T T T Em s e s o= environment where they could fulfill their natural

Y e purpose. We are so grateful for the symbiotic

relationship we shared with therm and are looking
forward to getting a new batch of chicks to repeat
the process in the coming weeks.

It is safe to say that the chickens' contributions at
the archard far exceeded what they were
originally intended for! As one last contribution,
we had our chickens organically processed In
December so that they could continue to nourish
our bodies.

Chickens are an integral part of our regenerative
practices, and will continue to feed our
communities each year, reciprocating the care for
our soils and bodies.

= :; " Please contact Vanessa Miller, Food an Agriculture Area
Manager, at vmiller@oneidanation.org with any
questions.

Whole frozen chicken were sold at the
Oneida Apple Orchard Market. Winter shop hrs M-F
llam-4pm weekends closed. 920-869-2468.
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Oneida

White Corn Cleaning

& Screening Process

White Corn Update

Oneida has a long history of making strateqic efforts for
reconnection back to our traditional foods. Tsyunhekwa
and the Cannery play vital roles in this with the growing
and processing of our Oneida white corn. With this, we
have seen a steady increase in requests for our corn over
the last decade.

Begin with
dried corn

Although Tsyunhehkwa's role in the organization is to
grow and supply corn to the Cannery, they are not able to
solely meet this increasing demand. They utilize a crop
rotation of beef pastures to produce a goal of 10,000
pounds of corn a year. This has proven to be a challenge
due to unpredictable weather variances and other
factors such as racoon and deer damage. They will
continue to work hard to reach their goal, but we don't
want to put all the dermand on them.

Remove decay
from corn

With raw corn having limited availability, the Cannery
must make sure the supply they receive is planned out to
ensure consistent product offering throughout the year.
This means a limit on products each week to our retail
and other outlets.

Shell by hand

or machine

While the simple answer may seem to be “Tsyunhekwa
should just grow more corn!™-we must look at what it
means to have a resilient system. Rather than
duplicating big agriculture and a top-heavy approach, we
must realize how problematic that system is.
Redundancy and small-scale farming in our food system
is imperative in being resilient to climate change and to
increase access to our foods. We have several
community members that are growers and have sourced
corn to the Cannery and other programs that directly
feed our communities. We will continue to look at how
we can collaborate, learn with, and facilitate successful
community growers, as they are an integral part of our
food system.

) Winnow the
corn

) remove cracked
or moldy corn

@ 7 ® 7@ 7F® O

If you haven't experienced the process of cleaning dried
Oneida white cormn, we invite you to stop by

6 Tsyunhehkwa and get a hands-on opportunity to
o : reconnect with our corn. We would be grateful to teach
) = you about our process!
grade conainter Questions email Jodi King To volunteer email Kyle at:

at jkingZ@oneidanation.org kwisnesk@oneidanation.org
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Oneida Farm Updates

Ouer 12,000 pounds of beef
and bison sourced to the

Tribal Elder Food Box- ﬂrogram Construction started in
for 2024. 2024,

The grazlng area for the 175 The new workshop and
head of Bison will expand by office is on schedule
52-aces. THe'Nonpoint program to be completed in

is writing a grant for this early April 2025.
expansion. Construction would
beginin 2026. This is a welcome
addition to the Farm
staff who have been
without adequate
infrastructure since
B S 45 damaged sustained
i from fire and tornados.

Thomas Swiecichows)/

tswiecic@oneidanation.org
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Oneida Nation Environmental, Land & Agriculture

| DIVISION OF
| LAND MANAGEMENT

Oneida Mation
Envircnmental, Land &
Agriculture Division
Eco-Services Department

PO Box 365
Oneida, WI 54155
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Environmental, Land, Agriculture Division

MEMORANDUM

December 20, 2024

Shekoll,

This is official notice that our division's name has changed from:

Environmental, Health, Safety, Land and Agriculture [EHSLA)

to Environmental Land and Agriculture Division [ELA)

Enviranmental Area Includes:

Environmental Quality and Eco Service Departments at Little Bear Develapment Center, N7332

Water Circle Drive, Oneida

Lond Areg includes:
Land and Conservation Departments located at 470 Airport Drive, Oneida

Agriculture Area includes;

Apple Orchard, Cannery, Oneida Mation Farm, Tsyunhehkwa Farm and Mending the Disconnect
with Food: An Oneida Food Soverelgnty Inltlative Program. These programs are located at
numersus locations in Oneida.

Human Resources will be making the Division titles and jobs updates as they are able to. if you
have guestions or need further information regarding this change, or any of the programs In
this divislon, please feal free to contact me as the ELA Division Director at 920-869-4590.
Thank you for your continued support of our division's initiatives, programs and services|
Happy Holldays and Hoyan,

Eric McLester
ELA Division Director

Lieths Raar Dy ‘Conter T Farm Land RConsnetinn Offas Cannery Onelida Katian Farm
B3 Water Clrché Plack W30 Rl Dk 470 AIEST DIV MEsn Sy Ry MBS Oy R €
O, Wi g4 55 O, Wi 4285 Dnmid, W1 3155 Onmidn, W1 155 e

Environmental Area 2024 Snapshot
Year in Review is on Youtube!
https://youtube/fHMB4ZjaqOo

Visit us on Facebook!
facebook com/Oneida EHSD
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