
Welcome to the
Oneida Reads Launch Meeting
Before the program begins:
• Watch the Right to Read Documentary in the back corner
• Visit the tables along the side to learn more:

• WI Reading Corps
• CESA 7
• Family and Childcare Resources of N.E.W.
• Campaign for Grade Level Reading
• The Four Moms Who Advocated for Act 20
• Oneida Author and Illustrator of Luka and Little Feather

• Take a look at the books by Native authors on the tables
• Network with other attendees



Welcome to the
Oneida Reads Launch Meeting

Follow the Oneida Reads Facebook 
Page here:



Welcome to the
Oneida Reads Launch Meeting

Follow the Oneida Reads Website  
here:



Oneida Reads Launch Meeting
August 1st, 2024
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The Drum and Singers 

Dennis Danforth sr.
Gerald Danforth
David Danforth
David Danforth jr.
Gerrid Danforth
Reva Danforth
Melinda Danforth
John Skenandore
Marvin Pomincutt Anun
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Oneida Veterans with Flags

ONVAC members and their branch of service and the 
flags they will be carrying are:

Deke Suri-US Army-Eagle Staff
Gerald Cornelius-US Army-Oneida Flag
Connor Kestell-US Navy-American Flag
Floyd Hill-US Army-Wisconsin Flag
Kerry Metoxen-US Air force-POW/MIA Flag
Lynn Summers-US Army-Army Flag
Dale Webster-US Army-Marine Corps Flag
Benjamin Skenandore-US Army-Navy Flag 

John Breuninger-US Air force/USPHS-Announcer



Thanksgiving Address
Lucia Stevens, L’il Miss Oneida
Jennifer Webster



Welcome
Oneida Councilwoman
Jennifer Webster
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Oneida Reads Launch Attendees 

More than 200 attendees!

Oneida Business Committee Members

Oneida Royalty

Special Guests

The Community

Oneida Reads Collective Impact Partners

Oneida Employees

The Press





The Data – Our Starting Point
Jackie Smith, Area Manager 
Oneida Education and Training
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3rd Grade Reading

Current State: In Brown County, there is a 38-percentage point equity gap in 3rd 
grade reading proficiency between white students (43% proficient and above) 
and Native students (5% proficient and above) as measured on the 2021/2022 
3rd Grade Forward Exam ELA.
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School Attendance

Chronic Absenteeism = the percentage of students who missed more than 10% 
of school days

Brown County Data:

37% equity gap 
between white 
students (7%) and 
Native students 
(44%)



The Data – Our Starting Point
Dr. Artley Skenandore, Principal
Oneida Nation High School
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Oneida Nation School System – BIE  

 
• In 2020-2021 ONSS demonstrated a proficiency of 28.3% for English Language Arts. 

• Oneida Nation School System is a part of the Bureau of Indian Education District that 
includes 128 tribally controlled schools and 55 bureau operated schools.

According to the BIE 
standard assessment in 
2020-2021 17.09% of 
students demonstrated 
proficiency in English 
Language Arts.
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Compared to other Districts in 2023-2024 

Based on information from Public School Review:

Public Schools in Green Bay Public School District 
have an average reading proficiency score of 24% 
(versus the 38% statewide average).

Public Schools in Seymour Community School District 
have an average reading proficiency score of 28% 
(versus the 38% statewide average).

Based on HMH end of year benchmark 
testing:

Oneida Nation School System has a 
reading proficiency of 48.1%

ONSS students are offered a wide variety of curriculum that is tailored to meet the students 
specific learning gaps. 
• HMH (for our core instruction)  
• AMIRA (AI technology software program that tailors to each child’s needs)
• Waggles (RTI at the student’s level)
• READ180 (as a strategic intervention for those students that need more intensive support)
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ONSS Commitment to Literacy Success

ONSS is continuing to focus on literacy with the addition of LETRS training for                    
K-3rd grade staff and the Writeable program for K-12 students. 

40.7% of ONSS 3rd grade 
students are proficient in 
reading according to the end 
of the year benchmark 
testing.

Student achievement trend for the last four years 
for our 3rd grade students.  Last year, with the full 
implementation of these programs we saw 
significant growth in our proficiency percentage.



The Four Moms Who 
Advocated for WI Act 20
Kari Baumann, Katie Kasubaski, 
Misty Powers and Kimberlee Coronado
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Panel Question #1 

What personal experiences led you 
to become an advocate for changes 

in literacy education?
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Panel Question #2 

Can you describe the challenges 
your child faced in learning to 

read?  How did these challenges 
impact your family?
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Panel Question #3 

How did you first become aware of 
the science of reading?
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Panel Question #4 

What aspect of Act 20 do you think 
will have the biggest impact on 3rd 

grade reading proficiency?
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Panel Question #5 

What advice do you have for 
parents and guardians of struggling 

readers?
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Panel Question #6 

What positive impacts have you 
already seen on literacy instruction 
in Wisconsin that you are excited 

about?



Attendance Matters
Oneida Chairman Tehassi Hill
Oneida Vice Chairman Brandon 
Yellowbird Stevens
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Attendance Matters

The goal of Oneida Reads is to ensure that 
100% of Oneida kids can read at a proficient 
level by 3rd grade.

To achieve this goal, we need to drastically 
improve school attendance.
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Causes of Chronic Absence 
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The Attendance Video Message 



29

Attendance Actions Steps

• Tracking the attendance data for Native kids

• Meeting with our school partners multiple times a year to 
discuss progress

• Designing an attendance awareness campaign

• Analyzing barriers and looking for ways to address them 
such as transportation

• Talking with community members about the 
  importance of school attendance at the 
       Oneida Reads Family Fest events 



Table Group Reflection Time
Oneida Councilwoman
Jennifer Webster



31

Discussion Questions 

Discuss these three questions with your table group:

1. Were you surprised by the chronic absenteeism data for Native 
students that was shared (44% chronically absent)?

2. What in your opinion are some of the biggest factors driving chronic 
absenteeism for Oneida kids?

3. What do you think should be done to help improve school attendance 
for Oneida kids? (Note: We will ask some tables to share one idea)
• Add your ideas to the Attendance Matters post on the Oneida 

Reads Facebook Page

There will be 10 minutes for the discussion.  
We will let you know when you have two minutes left.



Oneida Reads Family
Engagement Events
Oneida Councilwoman
Jennifer Webster and Ann McCotter
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Oneida Author and Illustrator of Luka and Little Feather 

Author Ashlee Alicea and Illustrator Nix Doxtater
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Oneida Reads Family Fest 
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Oneida Reads Family Fest 

 

 



36

Books by Native Authors 

 

 

Books written in the Oneida language:
Let’s Count
The Three Bears

Note: There will be more book selections coming soon.

A selection of the books are on your tables. 
Take a look!  
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Oneida Reads Bookmarks

 

 



Systems Change with the Campaign 
for Grade Level Reading and Our 
Collective Impact Partners
Ann McCotter and 
Jenny Atkinson, CGLR
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Prevention

& Wellness 

force

Jenny Webster 
Champion

David Jordan 

Connector

Messaging

Family 
Engagement 

Sessions

The Community

Education and 
Training Team

Oneida 
Employees

Mark Powless 
Sponsor

Oneida Business 
Committee 
Orientation 

Session

GM Town Hall

Leader 
engagement

Awareness 
building 

messaging

 

Driving Change  

Jackie Smith 
Sponsor

Oneida Childcare

Oneida Early 
Intervention

Oneida Head 
Start/Early Head 

Start

Oneida Youth 
Enrichment 

Services

Ann McCotter, Project and Change Lead
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Collective Impact Partners

Local Partners:
Family and Childcare Resources NEW 

Help Me Grow NEW
CESA 7
Green Bay Area Public School District

Pulaski Community School District
Seymour Community School District

The School District of West De Pere
Northeast Wisconsin Technical College

State Partners:
WI Reading Corps
WI Literacy

Tribal/National Partners:
US Health and Human Services Administration for Children and Families 

Tribal Advisory Committee

Reach Out and Read
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Campaign for Grade Level Reading 

Wisconsin CGLR 
Communities:
• Eau Claire

• Milwaukee
• Dodge & 

Jefferson County
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Connecting and Aligning Community Efforts 

 

 



43

Third Grade Reading Proficiency… 

• One of the earliest and best predictors of high-school graduation and 
future success.

• A community-wide problem with solutions that involve everyone, not 
just schools.

• Learning to read begins during pre-natal development, not when kids 
enter school.

• Literacy and language development is a complex and complicated 
process. It doesn’t lend itself to quick fixes or simple solutions.



Developmental Screening 
With the A.S.Q. and 
Help Me Grow N.E.W.
Dr. Karen Lane and Andrea Knope
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Early Intervention Screening

• Well child visits
• Provider assessments

• M-CHAT  (Modified Checklist for Autism in Toddlers)
• Screening between 16-30 months old

• Ages and Stages Questionnaire
• ASQ-3 and ASQ-SE2

• Communication
• Gross motor 
• Fine motor
• Problem solving
• Personal-social
• Social and emotional
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Help Me Grow N.E.W. 

• An Opportunity to Maximize Children’s Potential 
• The brain rapidly develops during the first five years of life
• All children benefit from an organized system of community resources

• A Solution to Help Young Children
• Families benefit with Help Me Grow
• Help Me Grow is available to all children 

• A Vision for a Brighter Future
• Thriving communities depend on the well-being of all members
• Families are provided with equitable access
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Help Me Grow N.E.W. 

• School Readiness
• Begins before children start school
• Includes all areas of development

• Help Me Grow Supports Families
• Follow-up activities for all                                                                                                    

areas of development 

• Local Connections
• Supporting families in having all needs met

• Invitations to rescreen
• Help Me Grow invites families to rescreen                                                                                 

their children a minimum of twice a year. 

 



The Science of Reading 
And LETRS Training
Stacie Opahle, CESA 7
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XXX 
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Science of Reading 

XXX
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“Today at reader, 
tomorrow a leader.” 

Margaret Fuller



WI Reading Corps
Itzel Galindo and Eric Hoffman



READING CORPS  

➢ High-dosage tutoring program delivering evidence-

based interventions that align to the Science of Reading

➢ 20 years of experience

➢ Implemented in 16 states and the District of Columbia

➢ Launched in Wisconsin in 2015

➢ Earned Recognition Badges from the National Student 

Support Accelerator (NSSA)

➢ Reading Corps program has been given a STRONG rating 

by Evidence for ESSA



GROWTH AND LOCATIONS

2015

Milwaukee

2018

Racine, Watertown

2019

West Allis

2020

Sheboygan, Beloit

2021

Edgerton, West 
Bend, River Falls, 
Kenosha, Juneau

2022

Statewide

Program Sites



14,000+ 

CHILDREN 
SERVED 

STATEWIDE

OUR RECORD OF 
READING SUCCESS
2015-2024

183
SCHOOL 

PARTNERS

943
TUTORS 

DEPLOYED



SCHOOL PARTNERS

• Green Bay Area Public School District

o Howe Community School

o King Elementary *

o Kennedy Elementary *

• Seymour Public School District

o Rock Ledge Primary Center *



School Partnerships with The 
Oneida Youth Enrichment 
Services Program (Y.E.S.)
Jackie Smith
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Our Public School Partners 

Green Bay Area Public School District

Pulaski Community School District

Seymour Community School District

School District of West De Pere

• Set meeting cadence
• Data review, discussion of next steps
• Family engagement partnership
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Education and Training Top Initiatives

Professional Development in the Science of Reading
• LETRS training for staff
• Coaching to ensure training transfer
• Professional networks for sharing best practices

WI Reading Corps 
• Launch at 3 elementary schools for the 2024/2025 school 

year
• Intensive tutoring for Native students exclusively (2 

students with one tutor)
• Evidenced based practices

Oneida Youth Enrichment Services
• Four new specialist positions placed at elementary schools 

to focus on direct reading instruction
• School district partnership and advocacy
• 98% high school graduation rate for Y.E.S. students this 

year!



The Data Dashboard 
And Call to Action
Mark Powless, Oneida General Manager
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The Oneida Reads Data Dashboard 

What We Want:     

What We Have Now:
• Data stored in many places
• Some data not available
• Long wait time for data to become available

Next Steps: 
• Listing of requirements
• Discussion/review options with our partners
• Update data sharing agreements 
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Our Goals for the 2023/2024 School Year (public schools) 

3rd Grade Reading Proficiency:

5% proficient      15% proficient

Chronic Absenteeism: 

44% chronically absent     30% chronically absent

• Primary focus on 4K – 3rd grade attendance
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The Journey

▪ The ultimate goal is for 100% of Oneida 
kids to read at a proficient level by 3rd 
grade

▪ This will not happen in weeks or 
months, but instead will take a focus 
and dedication to systems change over 
the next decade

▪ Creating awareness of the issue is the 
first step



Session Close
Oneida Councilwoman 
Jennifer Webster
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Thank You For Supporting Oneida Reads

• The books in the center of the tables are for attendees to take home

• The attendee with the sticker on the back of their agenda at each 

table gets to pick the book of their choice

• Next, move around the table counterclockwise and the next attendee 
can select a book until the books are gone



Follow the Oneida Reads Facebook 
Page here:



Learn More About Oneida Reads at 
Our Website here:



The Oneida Reads Reception
Activities:
• Watch the Right to Read Documentary in the back corner
• Visit the tables along the side to learn more about:

• WI Reading Corps
• CESA 7
• Family and Childcare Resources of N.E.W.
• Campaign for Grade Level Reading
• The Four Moms Who Advocated for Act 20
• Oneida Author and Illustrator of Luka and Little Feather

• Network with other attendees
• Everyone is invited to stay for the press conference at 10:30



Oneida Reads Launch Press Conference
August 1st, 2024
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