
Dennis Danforth Sr., “Teyohahase-Road,” is a 
member of the Oneida Nation of WI.

Danforth earned his Associates degree in Business 
Management and currently works for the Oneida 
Comprehensive Housing Division. He is a devoted 
husband to Margaret Danforth and an amazing father 
to seven children and a proud grandfather to 14 
grandchildren.

Danforth began his boxing journey at 10 years old 
with his brothers at the Oneida Mission Boxing Club 
in Oneida, WI. This was the beginning of shaping 
a lifetime of family, healthy relationships, and core 
values through hard work, fitness, and commitment.

Danforth’s high school years began at West De Pere 
High, and in his junior year in 1974 he transferred 
to the Flandreau Indian School in Flandreau, South 
Dakota. Danforth was a multi-sport athlete playing 
football, basketball, track & field, and boxing. Trained 
by the late Joe O’Brien, a former Ojibwe boxer and 
a Marine veteran, Danforth learned valuable lessons 
of self-control, strategy, focus, sportsmanship, and 
was a boxing standout.

Although Danforth was offered a football scholarship 
to Black Hill State University, his love of boxing took 
him on a journey that shaped his lifetime of self-
discipline, humbleness, and competitiveness that he 
shares with his children and grandchildren.
•  �Danforth fought in the welterweight and middleweight 

classes. His greatest accomplishments as a boxer 
were being invited to the 1976 Olympic Trials 
and being a three-time National Indian Athletic 
Association two-weight class champion. 

•  �Danforth won the 1977 South Dakota State 
Championship, the Upper Midwest Golden Gloves 
Championships in Minneapolis, and eventually 
crowned the 1977 Golden Gloves Welterweight 
Champion. 

•  �He received a bid to the U.S. National Golden 
Gloves Tournament in Hawaii, where he joined Team 
Minnesota. He fought hard in Honolulu where he 
was defeated in a controversial split decision to a 
former three division world champion professional 
fighter.
Danforth was 

also a two-time 
Wisconsin State 
A AU Boxing 
To u r n a m e n t 
champion and 
participated in 
three National 
A AU Boxing 
tournament s 
t h r o u g h o u t 
Indian Country.

Danforth now 
enjoys passing 
on core values through coaching, singing for his 
community, and inspiring others to learn their culture, 
language, and always be proud of who they are.
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Joey Christjohn is an Oneida tribal member in 
Wisconsin. He started his boxing career as an amateur 
with his first bout in 1974 in Fond du Lac, WI at the 
local YMCA. His last bout as a professional was 
against Carlos DeLeon in Milwaukee, WI in 1993. 

Christjohn had 92 amateur fights with a record of 68 
wins and 24 losses. He was a three-time Wisconsin 
Golden Gloves Champion. Christjohn was also 
the 1980 National Indian Athletic Association light 
heavyweight champion and recorded a knockout in 
27 seconds.

His pro debut was on Halloween in 1985 and he 
had 41 bouts in his career winning 19, losing 19, and 
had 3 draws. His pro career took him throughout the 
country including Carson City, NV, Milwaukee, WI, and 
Chicago, IL as well as overseas in Poland and France.

One of his notable fights was defeating Oliver 
McCall in 1985. McCall would eventually win the 
1994 WBC heavyweight championship of the world. 

Christjohn’s sparring partners included Greg 
Powless, Leander Danforth Jr., Ron Melchert, Kelly 
Stevens, Ernie Stevens Jr., Tim Tomashek, and Dennis 
Danforth Sr.

Joey Christjohn
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Enrolled Oneida Nation member of Wisconsin, Levi 
Parker Webster, better known as Chief Tallfeather, 
was a prolific runner and football player in the early 
to mid-twentieth century.

Tallfeather was born in 1884 in Oneida, WI. He 
worked on his family’s farm in rural West De Pere, 
WI until he was taken to Carlisle Indian Boarding 
School in Pennsylvania, where he learned English and 
became a track star. It was also in Pennsylvania where 
he played professional football with the Frankfort 
Athletic Club, Pittsburg Lyceums, and the Akron 
Tigers. Through it all, though, distance running was 
Tallfeather’s true passion.

After playing football, Tallfeather joined the army 
and served in World War I. Even during his service, 
he ran races in Occupied France. After the war, he 
continued his running exploits by competing against 
any challenger who thought they could beat him. He 
also accepted commissioned offers to run in publicity 
events, including one that would instantly establish 
his legendary status.

At age 42, just before his marriage to Servilla 
Amanda (Dell) Skenandore in 1927, he was contracted 

by the Chicago Tribune to honor their anniversary 
by running 94.3 miles, non-stop, from Milwaukee to 
Chicago, which he did so in 19 hours, 32 minutes. In 
a Green Bay Press Gazette article by locally famous 
journalist and Green Bay Packers Public Relations 
Executive, Lee Remmel, Tallfeather said, “I’m quite 
sure I could have done better if I could have stopped 
to change my shoes a couple of times.” Tallfeather 
did sustain foot and leg injuries during the event, 
and even collapsed at the end, but he eventually 
recovered to continue his career.

In 1934, on his 50th birthday, he ran 54 miles from 
Green Bay’s city hall to the city hall of Oskosh, WI, 
to initiate a tercentennial celebration.

Two other noteworthy events happened earlier in 
his career in 1911 where he ran the fastest mile (4:13) 
in Dover, England and in 1929, he ran 9 miles from 
Green Bay to Mill Center, WI in 53 minutes.

Tallfeather was buried next to his wife, Servilla, on 
May 3, 1962 at Oneida Holy Apostles Cemetary in 
Oneida, WI.

Levi Parker Webster, better known as Chief Tallfeather with his wife Servilla
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During the 1899 season, the Carlisle Indians were 
led by first-year head coach Glenn “Pop” Warner 
and the team compiled a 9-2 record. The Indians 
outscored their opponents 383 to 46. The captain 
of the team was Martin Wheelock, Oneida, who was 
named to the 1899 New York Sun All American First 
Team. Wheelock was inducted in the athlete category 
of the inaugural 2022 NAIAHF.

The Carlisle Indians began playing football in 1893. 
They became a national powerhouse in their 25 year 

existence as a program and played a top national 
collegiate team schedule.

On December 25, 1899, the Carlisle Indians and 
University of California game was the first college 
football game played between teams from the east 
and west coasts. The only score was when Jonas 
Metoxen tackled a Cal player in the end zone for a 
safety.
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