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308.1.  Purpose and Policy 
308.1-1. Purpose. The purpose of this law is to protect the health, safety, and welfare of persons 
and property within the Reservation by regulating the activities of minors on the Reservation 
during certain hours, while imposing certain obligations and responsibilities upon the parents, 
guardians, and/or legal custodians of a minor for the control and supervision of that minor. 
308.1-2. Policy. It is the policy of the Nation to support all drug use prevention initiatives of the 
Nation by protecting the health, safety, and welfare of persons through the establishment of a 
curfew for minors in public spaces within the Reservation during certain hours in an effort to 
minimize the opportunity for harm to come to minors during those hours. 
 
308.2.  Adoption, Amendment, Repeal 
308.2-1. This law was adopted by the Oneida Business Committee by resolution BC-10-09-19-F, 
and amended by resolution BC-05-13-20-A. 
308.2-2. This law may be amended or repealed by the Oneida Business Committee and/or General 
Tribal Council pursuant to the procedures set out in the Legislative Procedures Act. 
308.2-3. Should a provision of this law or the application thereof to any person or circumstances 
be held as invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions of this law which are considered 
to have legal force without the invalid portions. 
308.2-4. In the event of a conflict between a provision of this law and a provision of another law, 
the provisions of this law shall control.   
308.2-5. This law is adopted under authority of the Constitution of the Oneida Nation.  
 
308.3.  Definitions 
308.3-1.  This section shall govern the definitions of words and phrases used within this law.  All 
words not defined herein shall be used in their ordinary and everyday sense. 

(a)  “Court of Appeals” means the branch of the Nation's Judiciary delegated the authority 
of final appeal within the Nation’s Judiciary, as authorized by Oneida General Tribal 
Council resolution GTC-03-19-17-A . 
(b)  “Family Court” means the branch of the Nation’s Judiciary delegated the authority to 
administer the judicial authorities and responsibilities of the Nation related to the family 
and/or children, as authorized by Oneida General Tribal Council resolution GTC-03-19-
17-A. 
(c)  “Guardian” means the person, department, and/or agency appointed the duty and 
authority of guardianship of a child by a Court for the purpose of managing and caring for 
the child. A guardian has the right to make major decisions affecting a child including 
education, religious and cultural upbringing, the right to consent to marriage, to enlistment 
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in the armed forces, to major surgery and medical treatment and to adoption, or make 
recommendations as to adoption. 
(d)  “Legal custodian” means any person, department, and/or agency, other than a parent 
or guardian, to whom legal custody of a child has been granted by Court order and has the 
rights and responsibilities for the following:  

(1) To have physical custody of the child as determined by the Court, if physical 
custody is not with the person having legal custody;  
(2) To protect, educate and discipline the child so long as it is in the child’s best 
interest; and  
(3) To provide the child with adequate food, shelter, education, ordinary medical 
care and other basic needs, according to court order. In an emergency situation, a 
custodian shall have the authority to consent to surgery as well as any other 
emergency medical care needs. 

(e)  “Member of the Nation” means an individual enrolled in the Oneida Nation. 
(f)  “Minor” means a person age sixteen (16) years old or younger. 
(g)  “Nation” means the Oneida Nation. 
(h)  “Parent” means the biological or adoptive parent of a child. 
(j)  “Public space” means any public streets, highways, roads, alleys, parks, vacant lots, or 
any public lands. 
(j)  “Relative” means any person connected with a child by blood, marriage or adoption. 
(k)  “Reservation” means all the property within the exterior boundaries of the Reservation 
of the Oneida Nation, as created pursuant to the 1838 Treaty with the Oneida 7 Stat. 566, 
and any lands added thereto pursuant to federal law. 

 
308.4.  Jurisdiction 
304.4-1.  Jurisdiction of the Court.  The Family Court has jurisdiction over any action brought 
under this law. 
 
308.5.  Curfew 
308.5-1.  Curfew Established.  No minor shall be on any public space either on foot or in any 
vehicle driven or parked, between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. within the boundaries of 
the Reservation, unless the minor is accompanied by a parent, guardian, or legal custodian. 
308.5-2.  Parental Responsibility.  No parent, guardian, or legal custodian shall knowingly permit 
or fail to take action to prevent the minor from being on any public space either on foot or in any 
vehicle driven or parked, between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. within the boundaries of 
the Reservation. 
308.5-3.  Exemptions to Curfew.  A minor shall not be in violation of the curfew, if at the time of 
the alleged violation the minor was: 

(a)  in the performance of a duty directed by such parent, guardian, or legal custodian; 
(b)  engaged in employment or an employment related activity, or traveling to or returning 
home from employment; 
(c)  engaged in interstate travel; 
(d)  attending an educational, cultural, religious, or recreational activity that was supervised 
by adults, or traveling to or returning home from such activity; 
(e)  on the sidewalk in front of his or her home or an adjacent home; 
(f)  going to, attending, or returning home from a movie theatre; 
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(g)  engaged in hunting, fishing, or trapping in accordance with the laws, policies, and rules 
of the Nation; 
(h) exercising rights protected by the Nation’s Constitution and the United States 
Constitution, such as free exercise of religion, freedom of speech, and the right of 
assembly;  
(i)  involved in an emergency situation; and/or  
(j)  engaged in any other activity as deemed appropriate by the Oneida Police Department 
officer. 

 
308.6.  Enforcement of Curfew Violations 
308.6-1.  Enforcement Procedure.  A suspected violation of curfew shall be enforced by the Oneida 
Police Department in the following ways: 

(a)  A minor who is suspected of violating curfew may be stopped by an Oneida Police 
Department officer. No person shall assault, obstruct or flee from any Oneida Police 
Department officer enforcing or attempting to enforce the provisions of this law. 
(b)  The Oneida Police Department officer shall ask the minor’s name, age, and reason for 
violating curfew. The minor shall provide the Oneida Police Department officer 
identification if available. No person shall falsely represent his or her name or age to an 
Oneida Police Department officer. 
(c)  If the Oneida Police Department officer reasonably believes based on the totality of the 
circumstances that a violation of curfew has occurred and not one of the exemptions in 
section 308.5-3 apply, the Oneida Police Department officer may take custody of the minor 
for the purpose of returning such minor to the care and custody of a parent, guardian, or 
legal custodian. 
(d)  Once the Oneida Police Department officer has taken the minor into his or her custody, 
the minor shall provide the Oneida Police Department officer with contact information for 
his or her parent, guardian, or legal custodian. The Oneida Police Department officer shall 
contact the minor’s parent, guardian, or legal custodian to come and pick up the minor and 
take the minor into his or her care and custody. If the minor’s parent, guardian, or legal 
custodian is unable to pick the minor up, then the Oneida Police Department officer may 
bring the minor home to release the minor to the custody and care of the minor’s parent, 
guardian, or legal custodian. 
(e)  If the Oneida Police Department officer is unable to contact the minor’s parent, 
guardian, or legal custodian after reasonable efforts are made, the Oneida Police 
Department officer shall attempt to locate an adult relative or other responsible adult 
willing and able to accept the care and custody of the minor, and may release the minor 
into the care and custody of such person. 

308.6-2.  Warning.  The first time a minor is held in custody by an Oneida Police Department 
officer for a curfew violation the Oneida Police Department officer shall provide the minor and 
the minor’s parent, guardian, or legal custodian a warning and advise the minor and parent, 
guardian, or legal custodian of the provisions of this law and that any subsequent curfew violations 
may result in the issuance of a citation and the imposition of a penalty.  
308.6-3.  Issuance of a Citation.  Any subsequent time a minor is held in custody by an Oneida 
Police Department officer for a curfew violation the Oneida Police Department officer may issue 
a citation to the minor and the minor’s parent, guardian, or legal custodian.  

(a)  A citation for a violation of this law and/or any orders issued pursuant to this law may 
include fines and other penalties, as well as conditional orders made by the Family Court. 
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(b)  A citation for a violation of this law shall be processed in accordance with the 
procedure contained in the Nation’s laws and policies governing citations. 
(c)  All citations for violations of this law require a mandatory appearance at the citation 
pre-hearing by the minor and his or her parent, guardian, or legal custodian. 

 
308.7.  Penalties of Curfew Violations 
308.7-1.  Upon a finding by the Family Court that a violation of this law has occurred, the minor 
and/or the minor’s parent, guardian, or legal custodian may be subject to the following penalties: 

(a)  Fines.  An individual may be ordered to pay a fine as a result of a violation of this law. 
The Oneida Business Committee shall hereby be delegated the authority to adopt through 
resolution a fine schedule which sets forth specific fine amounts for violations of this law. 

(1)  All fines shall be paid to the Judiciary. 
(2)  Fines shall be paid within ninety (90) days after the order is issued or upheld 
on final appeal, whichever is later.  

(A)  The ninety (90) day deadline for payment of fines may be extended if 
an alternative payment plan is approved by the Family Court. 

(3)  If an individual does not pay his or her fine the Family Court may seek to collect 
the money owed through the Nation’s garnishment and/or per capita attachment 
process or any other collection process available to the Family Court. 
(4)  Community service may be substituted for part or all of any fine at the minimum 
wage rate of the Nation for each hour of community service. 

(b)  Community service.  An individual may be ordered to perform community service. 
Community service can be used in lieu of, or in addition to, a fine.  

(1)  All community service assignments shall be approved by the Family Court. 
The Family Court shall give preference to culturally relevant community service 
assignments and/or community service assignments that focus on the betterment of 
the individual’s community. 
(2)  The Family Court shall provide the individual a written statement of the terms 
of the community service order, and a statement that the community service order 
is monitored.  
(3)  The Family Court’s community service order shall specify: 

(A)  how many hours of community service the individual is required to 
complete; 
(B)  the time frame in which the hours shall be completed; 
(C) how the individual shall obtain approval for his or her community 
service assignment; 
(D)  how the individual shall report his or her hours; and 
(E)  any other information the Family Court determines is relevant. 

(c)  Family counseling and/or parenting programs.  An individual may be ordered to 
participate in a family counseling and/or a parenting program. 
(d)  Any other penalty as deemed appropriate by the Family Court. 

308.7-2.  Staying a Curfew Penalty.  The Family Court may stay the enforcement of a penalty 
issued as a result of a curfew violation for a period of time to be determined by the Family Court. 
If the individual maintains compliance with the law during the time period in which the penalty is 
stayed, then the Family Court may dismiss the citation. If the individual commits another violation 
of the law during the time period in which the penalty is stayed, then the penalty shall go into 
effect. 
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End. 
 
Adopted – BC-10-09-19-F 
Amended – BC-05-13-20-A 


