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Senecas put
off vote on
gambling
compact

CATTARAUGUS INDIAN
RESERVATION, N.Y. (AP) -
The Seneca Indian Nation
might wait until next year to
vote on a proposed casino
deal with the state as Seneca
leaders sort through provi-
sions referring to cigarette
taxes and other issues, Seneca
leaders said.

Some Senecas have called
troubling the inclusion of
unionization for casino work-
ers, liability for lawsuits and a
weakening of the nation’s
tribal sovereignty in the new
gambling law signed Oct. 31
by Gov. George Pataki, The
Buffalo News reported.

As a result, Seneca leaders
are not sure when they might
resume negotiations with the
state or schedule a vote for the
nation's members on the pro-
posed compact. The deal
would allow the Senecas to
build casinos in Buffalo,
Niagara Falls and on one of
their two western New York
reservations.

“It might not be until next
year,” Seneca President Cyrus
Schindler said Thursday.

Pataki spokesman Michael
McKeon refused to comment
on the Senecas’ concerns.

Gambling proponents had
hoped to get an Indian casino
operating in western New
York by the spring of 2002,
but before that can happen,
Seneca members, and the
U.S. Department of the
Interior’s Bureau of Indian
Affairs, must approve it.

Senecas who have
reviewed the gambling legis-
lation said it goes far beyond
the initial agreement reached
with Pataki in June.

A separate section in the
law mandates that Indian cig-
arette manufacturers must

See Page 2
Senecas
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By Keith Skenandore
Kalihwisaks

A substance found at two
blackjack tables has tested
negative for anthrax follow-
ing a scare at the Oneida
Casino on Nov. 9.

Brown County’s Health
Department  brought in
HAZMAT to secure an area
of the casino and remove the
substance for testing in
Madison later that evening.

At approximately 8:50
p-m. a white powdery sub-
stance was discovered in Pit
E of the blackjack area. It
was immediately reported to
gaming security who con-
tacted the Oneida Police
Department (OPD)

Lt. Ron King of OPD said

safety precautions were
taken, the area was secured,
and people were asked to
leave the area.

“The table was removed
and secured in a different
location,” said King.

He said the department’s
evidence technicians, along
with several HAZMAT offi-
cials, secured the evidence
and boxed it.

“It was turned over to the
State Patrol,” said King. The
evidence was transported to
the Wisconsin State
Laboratory of Hygiene.

King said Brown County
Health Department officials
gave no recommendation to
shut down the casino.

“A specific area was just

closed down,” he said.

Results of the first table in
the highstakes blackjack
location (Pit G) came back
negative at noon on Nov. 10,
and the table from Pit E
came back negative the fol-
lowing day.

Tim Huff, assistant direc-
tor of security at the casino,
said the investigation is still
on-going and that the video
tapes were being reviewed
for any suspicious activity.

Huff said all parties
involved at the casino
worked collectively and did
an excellent job.

“It looks and appears as
proper procedures were fol-
lowed,” said Huff.

Interim Gaming General

Photos by Keith Skenandore

Pit G of the high stakes blackjack location was temporarily draped off due to an anthrax scare when a
white powdery substance was found on one of the tables. Another table in Pit E was removed as well
when the same substance was reported to gaming security. Inset: Both blackjack areas were reopened
the following day when the test results came back negative for anthrax.

Manager Eric McLester said
although the investigation is
still on-going, gaming man-
agement did not see any neg-
ative fluctuation in casino
attendance.

“The customers were sat-
isfied,” said McLester. “All
weekend we were not
impaired by the incident.”

McLester added that gam-
ing management will take
another step in providing
awareness by providing a
joint training with Casino
and Radisson employees.

“I would like to compli-
ment the staff in handling a
scary situation in the way
that they did,” he said.

By Phil Wisneski

Kalihwisaks

The Oneida grocery store is
coming, but without your
business it will not survive.

That was the plea that the
Oneida Community Market
Board members gave to the
near 90 people that attended
the community meeting on
Saturday, Nov. 10 at Parish
Hall.

The cooperative store is on
schedule to open in mid-April
and will be located at N7372
Water Circle Place behind the
Little Bear Development
Center. The store will use
approximately 8,000 square
feet of the 10,000 square feet
available, and is being funded
by a loan from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture of
$460,810.

The Oneida Tribe has also

given a loan to the store of
$250,000. This money will be
used for the start up costs and
renovation of the existing
Nori Damrow Food
Distribution Building.

Twenty-three thousand dol-
lars of the $710,810 will be
set aside for Oneida commu-
nity entrepreneurs who may
wish to open a small business
in front of the warehouse.
Some ideas tossed around at
the meeting include a bakery,
video store or bank. There is
room for possibly three or
four small businesses to open
in the available 2,000 square
feet.

The store will be a commu-
nity owned cooperative. This
means that the people that use
the store, own and control the
store. There is no one owner
who gets the profit. The prof-

its are returned to the mem-
bers of the coop. Also the
money spent at the store will
stay here in the Oneida
Community. The members of
the coop can and will deter-
mine what products or ser-
vices that will be available.
Members of the coop do not
need to be Oneida Nation
members and non-Oneidas
are encouraged to join.

The coop members elect a
board of directors who will
oversee the operation of the
business. Since there were no
members to elect the board,
there was an advertisement in
the Kalihwisaks and a sign up
sheet at the April 21, 2001
meeting as to the availability
of board vacancies. The mem-

See Page 2
Store

The land
claim
dilemma

By Keith Skenandore

Kalihwisaks

A new land claims dilem-
ma has opened up since the
passage of a gaming bill by
State of New York Governor
George Pataki on Oct. 31.

Added to the mix of land
versus cash settlement is the
option of the tribe opening a
casino in New York.

A community meeting was
held on Nov. 5 to discuss all
options with the membership,
and many had questions
regarding the casino option.

Vice-Chairwoman  Tina
Danforth began the meeting
with a brief summary of
where the land claims is at
today, plus providing a synop-
sis of Statute Bill 58.28, a
comprehensive gaming bill
that would permit six Indian
casinos in New York. She said
the Seneca Nation has a casi-
no deal for three locations in
western New York, and that
Gov. Pataki is authorized to
negotiate compacts with
Indian tribes for up to three
casinos in the Catskill

Mountains’, Sullivan and
Ulster counties.
“The Mohawk and

Stockbridge (Mohican Tribe
of Wisconsin) are up for two
of the three sites available in
Sullivan and Ulster counties,”
said Danforth.

Dr. Carol Cornelius, direc-
tor of the Culture and
Heritage Department, asked if
gaming in New York is tied to
the land claims.

“Do they see that as part of
the land claims, or can they
see it as a totally separate
issue?” asked Dr. Cornelius.

Danforth said in her view it
can be addressed separately.

“At this point in time, there

See Page 4
Dilemma

Photo by Phil Wisneski
Pat Pelky, president of the Oneida Community
Market Board of Directors speaks at a community
meeting to inform the membership of the progress of
a grocery store on the reservation.
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Senecas

have state tax stamps on all
cigarettes sold to off-reserva-

tion customers.

Those familiar with the
provision said the Senecas are
misinterpreting it, saying it
has nothing to do with the
Senecas’ lucrative sale of cig-
arettes that bear no New York

State taxes,
said.

the newspape

Tyler Heron, a former trib-
the
Allegany Reservation, said he
is also troubled by a proposal
that would use $25 million of

al councilor from

the $30 million the Seneca

received in a land settlement

T

S i L
Photo by Phil Wisneski
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w Pelky-President,

From Page 1/Community
awaits grocery store to open

on the Oneida
Community Market Board
of Directors are; Patrick
Don
Denny-Vice President,
Jerry Treleven-Treasurer,
Kathy Mauritz-Secretary,
Parker Plitz, Matt
Kuntsman and Diana
Cornelius.

President Pat Pelky said,
“We never want to limit

~ | ourselves and limit our
| products.

If we want to
have a farmers market,
fresh meat from the Oneida

tive.” If the store was a
chain like Aldi, Save-a-lot
or Festival, this would not
be an option.

Renovation of the Nori
Damrow Building is slated
to start in December along
with the hiring of manage-
ment and staff. There will
be a handful of full time
staff with mostly part
timers. The cooperative is a
private entity and will not
use the Oneida Human
Resources  Department.
Policies and Procedures

involving the city of
Salamanca to buy land for
casinos in Niagara Falls and
Buffalo.

“I am not anti-casino,”
Heron said, “but I am anti
some of the things the state is
trying to impose on us with
this law.”

“If we were to accept the
terms in the legislation, we
will be ceding our sovereign-
ty to New York,” Heron said.

Schindler did not directly
respond when asked about the
future of Seneca casinos in
Buffalo and Niagara Falls.

“There are many issues yet
to be resolved,” Schindler
said. “They are now being
studied by the Tribal Council
(which) will decide when
negotiations with the state
will be resumed,” he said.

Schindler expressed sur-
prise Thursday that the casino
legislation contains language
that some Indians fear is a
backdoor way to let the state
tax Indian-owned cigarette
companies.

At issue is the 1998 tobac-
co settlement involving 46
states, including New York,
and the nation’s biggest ciga-
rette makers. The companies
agreed, among other things,
to pay the states more than
$200 million over 25 years.
But the settlement did not
affect smaller tobacco compa-
nies, dozens of which have
sprung up since 1998.

That changed two weeks
ago with the passage of a pro-
vision requiring that cigarette
wholesalers make sure, or
face civil penalties, that
tobacco companies whose
goods they distribute have
paid into an escrow account.
The legislation also permits
police to seize cigarettes
whose makers don't put aside
money into escrow.

Tobacco companies and
health groups said the provi-
sion had nothing to do with
Indian sellers, as Schindler
suggested some Senecas
believe.

“It was totally designed to
protect the integrity” of the
1998 settlement “and to make
sure payments are made
under the law,” Michael
Vacek, a lobbyist for R.J.
Reynolds Tobacco Co., told
the newspaper.

Approximately 90 community members attended an informational meeting on the
future of the grocery store that’s coming to Oneida. Following the meeting, everyone
partook in a pancake and porkie breakfast followed by some bingo.

Farm, or food from
Tsyunhehkwa, we can,
since it will be a coopera-

CREDIT PROBLEM S?
NEED A CAR OR TRUCK?

Bankruptcy, bad credit, no credit, divorce, repossession...

You're Welcome at AutoCredit!

will be developed by the
cooperative board and its’
members.

NO DOWN PAYMENT™

on a HUGE selection of USED CARS &
Call Today: 1-888-368-2277

Toll Free 24 Hour Credit Hotline

or apply online at: WW wW.vanboxtelac.com
1616 7" Street, Green Bay, W |

*To qualified buyers with approved credit

In the Nov. 2 issue of

Kalihwisaks, Page 3, Tanya
Christjohn is incorrectly
identified as Tanya
Schuyler. We apologize for
the error.
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Have you
kissed a veteran
today

By Keith Skenandore
Kalihwisaks

Happy Belated Veteran’s
Day to all those brave men
and women who served our
country. Since the
Revolutionary War, brave
Oneida warriors have fought
for our sovereignty and our
freedom.

We celebrate Independence
Day, but what happens when
Veteran’s Day rolls around.
Sure there are ceremonies and
recognitions across the nation,
but here in Oneida this won-
derful day seems to go unrec-
ognized, unless you're a tribal
employee and you get the day
off as a tribal holiday.

I took the opportunity of
wishing a couple of my
friends a happy Veteran’s Day
and had my two boys call their
grandpa and wish him one as
well. The day was almost for-
gotten by me as well until I
heard taps on the radio.

I was riding with a friend of
mine on Nov. 11 as we were
listening to taps and the
National Anthem. I turned to
my friend and said, “That’s
right, today is Veteran’s Day.”

He replied, “Yes it is. If you
love your freedom, kiss a vet-
eran.”

Later that same day, I ran
into another friend who also is
a veteran. I turned and said to
him, “Happy Veterans Day,”
and stuck out my hand for him
to shake.

He went on to say how he
has so much respect for the
Oneida Nation and how we
manage to recognize those
who proudly served our coun-
try. He talked about his Harley
rides through the reservation
and seeing all the flags in the
cemeteries.

He said, “That’s what I like
about you guys. You recognize
those veterans.”

I shamefully said, “We did-
n’t today.”

I informed him of a request
I received to cover a flag rais-
ing ceremony at the Oneida
Casino by the Oneida AmVets
office. Be it to my surprise,
when I received the notice
from Ron Sommers, commu-
nity media relations planner
for the Oneida Casino, that the
veterans request was denied.

Sommers said the initial
request was two weeks out
from the Nov. 11 event and
that there wasn’t enough time.
Apparently, time is needed to
set up a stage, PA system, etc.

I’'m sorry but you make the
time. If it wasn’t for these vet-
erans, that flag wouldn’t be
flying high in the wind at the
casino.

Do the veterans deserve an
apology? They deserve more

Thomas bids adieu to postal job after 31 years

By Yvonne Kaquatosh
Kalihwisaks

She has devoted a majority
of her life to a job that she
loves. Now, she says the tim-
ing is right for her to retire
after working 31 years and 4
months with the United States
Postal Service. Winnifred
Thomas arrived to work at the
Oneida Post Office for the last
time on Friday, November 2,
2001.

When she woke up that
day, she said, “This is the day,
the Lord has been good to me
and my family. Right now, it’s
a good time for leaving for
me, the timing is right,”
adding that she was very
happy to serve the Oneida
community.

“She’s one awesome lady,
she will be sadly missed,”
said Joanie Heagle, a custodi-
an at the Oneida Post Office
for the past two and a half
years. As she gave Thomas a
hug, she told her, “I’m happy
for you but I'm sad for me.”

She has an impeccable
style about her and a charis-
matic personality to match.
Those unique qualities were
evident as she greeted cus-
tomers who walked through
the door that morning.

Winnifred made a steady
climb in her chosen profes-
sion. She started out as a sub-
road carrier in 1970 when the
Oneida Post Office was locat-
ed at Schroeder’s Store. She
was then assigned the clerk
position in 1974 and was pro-
moted to Postmaster in 1978.
She worked at Oneida for 11
years before being transferred
to Seymour in 1981. She held
the Postmaster position in
Seymour for the next 19
years.

Last year, she returned to
work at the Oneida Post
Office as the officer in charge,
upon the retirement of Carol
Liggins who worked at
Oneida for 18 years. She stat-
ed that, “it was fitting that she
would come full circle to
retire where she began.”

She is familiar with all
aspects of the job. “The only
job that I have never done was
being a city carrier,” said
Thomas. The most significant
change she has seen during
her tenure was the automation
process. Machines were set
up for delivery point sequence
(DPS), which made for a less
stressful workload for post
office employees. Her last
official act before retiring was
doing a safety talk on anthrax.

Denise DeBeukelar,

Manager of Post Office
Operations in Green Bay, was
on hand to express her grati-
tude and appreciation to
Thomas. “She has always
done her job with a lot of
pride. That reflected through
the community and the
Oneida Post Office,” said
DeBeukelar. “Her personality
shines through. This is how
she portrays herself all the
time,” she added.

DeBeukelar presented to
Thomas a beautiful
clock/plaque  combination
commemorating her years of
dedicated service to the
United States Post Office. “It
has been a pleasure working
with you,” said DeBeukelar.
Friends and family were on
hand for the tribute. Thomas
displayed the gift on a table
where a variety of light
snacks such as cheese,
sausage, crackers, cookies,
pretzels were set up for the
customers to mark the occa-
sion.

In honor of their mother,
two of her four children, Lee
Thomas and Corinna Charles,
showed their creative style
with the cheese and sausage
trays. Two trays contained her
initials W, T, and the last tray
had a check mark. (Winnifred
Thomas checks out.) Their
mother was quite proud of the
amusing gesture. Her other
two children are Robert and
Tina Thomas.

Thomas plans to relax for a
couple months or in her cho-
sen word, “putz”. First thing
Monday morning, she said
she was, “Going to walk to
Mom’s (Pearl) and I'm going
to have her walk back to my
house.” The distance is
approximately 2 miles.

The new officer in charge
will be Joseph Klarner.
Klarner has been with the
Post Office for the past 15
years. “I’m leaving Oneida in
good hands,” said Thomas.

Now that her retirement is
official, she has two business-
es that she can devote more
time to — WT Creations, a
catering business she has had
since August 5, 1995 and
Sister’s Bread, a lucrative
business that has been in
operation for 47 years. The
business was run by the nuns
at OLC and was purchased by
Thomas three years ago. She
also obtained the original
recipe from the nuns. The
bread is sold in 36 major
stores in Green Bay. She just
recently turned the business

Photo by Yvonne Kaquatosh
Denise DeBeukelar, Manager of Post |
Office Operations in Green Bay, left,
expressed appreciation to the retiring
Winnifred Thomas stating in part
that, “It has been a pleasure working
She then presented her
with a beautiful clock/plague combi-
nation that contained an engraved
message that she read to her. At left
is Joseph Klarner and Winnifred.
Klarner has been an employee of the
U.S. Post Office for the past 15
years. Thomas expressed confi-
dence in Klarners’ ability to maintain
the status quo at the Oneida site.

with you.”

over to her son Robert.

For the past six years she
has been serving on the
Oneida Appeals Commission.
Issues that are dealt with
include employment, evic-
tions, and garnishments to
name a few.

T h
Oneida Post Office has seen
some changes through the
years - statistically speaking.
For example, in 1978, the post
office grew from a third class
rate office to a second class
office which was mainly due

to growth in the community.

And, according to
DeBeukelar, 36 out of 131
offices in Northeast
Wisconsin that are managed
by her, were upgraded to a
level 18. The Oneida Post
Office is one of them.

Katalihowanatsta? Tsi? Awati AKheya?takenha? Ukwehu we
“I'm honored to serve the Oneida Nation"

A new choice in funeral homes

Malcore Funeral Home - West Mason
would like to offer their services to the
Oneida Community with honor and respect

Malcore Funeral Home
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From Page 1/Casino option now a major dilemma for Oneida land claim

is consideration of the com-
mittee to do a joint resolution
to the land claims in conjunc-
tion with developing gaming
in New York,” said Danforth.

Tribal member Gina
Buenrostro asked if the tribe
is not really sure if this is part
of the land claims settlement,
are we giving something up in
order to have a casino there.

“Has the Business
Committee even sought out
legal opinion regarding this
and how it would impact part
of that land claims settle-
ment?” asked Buenrostro.

Danforth said the business
committee continues to seek
legal advice on the land
claims issue, but at this point,
“our legal strategy is confi-
dential.”

A Dec. 1 General Tribal
Council meeting will be held
to discuss the land claims and
talk about strategy, according
to Danforth.

The after effects of the
Sept. 11 terrorists attacks has
hurt the economy, especially

in New York. With that in
mind, New York’s State
Legislature has authorized
Gov. Pataki to negotiate
Indian gaming compacts.

A question that now arises
is can the State of New York
pay a cash settlement follow-
ing the Sept. 11 attacks?

Loretta Metoxen, chair of
the Land Claims
Commission, said they (State
of New York) are now facing
a $9 billion deficit.

“If we won in any of the
courts,” said Metoxen, “they
wouldn’t have any way to pay
us.”

Chairman Gerald Danforth
said the Cayugas received a
settlement of $39 million and
no land, and that the same
judge who ruled on their case
is also hearing the Oneida
land claim. He said that judge
awarded damages associated
with trespass damages at
$210 million, totaling the jury
award to $249 million.

“Based upon that formula,
that puts Oneida’s claim

somewhere upwards toward a
billion,” said the chairman.
“Depending upon how that
formulas arrived at, I would
say between $800 million and
a billion dollars.”

He added that the Cayugas
feel they should be getting
land, not just money, so they
will appeal and the case will
go back to the Appellate
Court, and eventually end
back at the Supreme Court.

Danforth said, “We believe,
and all the attorneys believe,
and attorneys from the
National Congress of
American Indians believe, the
Supreme Court is not friendly
to Native American interest.
We’re fearful if this Cayuga
case gets back before the
Supreme Court, that the deci-
sion will not be favorable,
period.”

“If it’s not favorable in
Cayuga, that decision will
impact all Indian land claims.
Of course, the Oneida claim
will have the air taken out if it
as well.”

A quilt for comfort

By Keith Skenandore
Kalihwisaks

A cry for an emotional
release and psychological
support from a school in
Brooklyn, New York resulted
in Oneida Nation Elementary
students constructing a quilt
filled with good wishes.

Sally Reckelberg’s and
Tammy DeBauch’s 4th grade
classes constructed a hand-
made friendship quilt to send
to Michele William’s class-
room at Science Skills Center
High School in New York.

Reckelberg  said  she
received a letter from
Williams that was forwarded
to her from the ONES admin-
istration office requesting

Photos by Keith
Skenandore

Students of Sally
Reckelberg’s 4th
grade class, right,
work on the friend-
ship quilt they sent

to New  York.
Below, the proud
students of

DeBauch’s class,
back left, and
Reckelberg’s class,
back right, stand in

cards and letters for William’s
students to read as a release of
the pain and fear she felt they
were harboring.

Williams wrote in her letter
following the Sept. 11
tragedy, “All of the class-
rooms on the North side of
our school building face the
Twin Towers. Every class-
room was glued to the win-
dows when the first tower was
hit. They watched the two
towers collapse. An eerie
silence swept the entire build-
ing.

She further wrote, “These

kids are still walking around
dazed, and the trauma of wit-
nessing the plane crash and
building collapse has not been

addressed adequately. We are
all hurting.”

Williams said she intended
to put the letters on the wall of
their main lobby to form a
quilt.

Reckelberg’s and
DeBauche’s classes took it
one step further. Their classes
decided to make a friendship
quilt to send directly to
William’s classroom.

The quilt was made out of
squares of construction paper
with glued pictures of the
United States flag, drawn pic-
tures and hand-written. All
the squares were tied together
with yarn with the end prod-
uct being a friendship quilt.

Loretta Metoxen concurred
with the chairman’s remarks
and said the Oneidas could
win the battle and lose the
war in the Supreme Court.

“You may have the best
chance to get more than the
damages that may be allotted
in a court if the State of New
York would issue the tribe a
license for a casino. Those are
the realities that we have to
consider in total.”

Dr. Cornelius said if the

tribe was to tie the casino
option to the land claim and
sign off who knows what they
would be giving up.

“It doesn’t seem like we’re
getting anything at all,” said
Dr. Cornelius. “It seems like
we have to raise our own
money to pay ourselves for
our own land claims and New
York is totally off the hook.
That’s what I’'m hearing and it
doesn’t make sense.”

Vice-Chairwoman
Danforth said that’s still a
question she has for the com-
mittee as they deliberate on
this issue.

Secretary Julie Barton said
there is a lot of work yet to be
done and that she would like
the membership to make a
decision at the Dec. 1 GTC
meeting.

“That’s pretty much where
we’re at now,” said Barton

AMVETS COMMUNITY SERVICE

AWARDS BANQUET FOR 2001
Thursday, January 17, 2002

Edgewood Supper Club, Seymour, WI

Dear Friends: Each year at this time we have the very precious opportunity to say thank
you to those very special members of our community who have dedicated themselves to
improve our community. Now it is time for you to show your support to honor our fel-
low community members by nominating those deserving of this recognition. We are also
requesting departments, programs and vendors to purchase their tables now. If you have
any questions, please contact Jim Martin at 497-5840 ext.102 or 497-3634 evenings and

weekends

2001 Community Service Awards Nomination
>>>2001 Customer Service

>>>Elder of the Year
Award

>>>Medical Health Person of the Year
>>>Social Services Person of the Year
>>>Law Enforcement Person of the Yea
>>>Friend of Veterans Award
>>>0neida Volunteer of the Year
>>>Small Business Person of the Year

Your Name

6:00 pm

>>>Educator of the Year
>>>Courage/Leadership Award
>>>0neida Community Organization
>>>Southeast Oneida Volunteer
>>>Caretaker of the Land
>>>Gaming Employee of the Year (2)

Address

Phone #

Name of Person you are Nominating

Place of Employment

Category of Nomination

Please list any special accomplishments and all volunteer work

Signature

All nominations must be mailed to: JIM MARTIN
Oneida AMVETS

DEADLINE FOR NOMINATIONS IS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2001

PURCHASE YOUR TABLES EARLY, SPACE IS LIMITED
APPROPRIATION REQUESTS ONLY FOR PAYMENT

Please make your payment to:
AMVETS Vendor # 102576

Sponsor Name and Phone #

Contact Person

P.O. Box 265

Oneida, WI 54155

Oneida Amvets, P.O. Box 265, Oneida, WI 54155
AMVETS Federal Tax 1.D. # 39-1843547

Date

Event Sponsors are a great opportunity for businesses, associations, individuals
or other programs to advertise and to show your support for our community.
Your sponsorship is vital to the well being of our organization and our communi-

ty. Thanks for your support.

Sponsor Fee for Table (s):

Advertising Sponsor:
TOTAL PAID:

$300
$200

includes ten banquet tickets
on program and at event

B We Finance —
B Fsiablish or Re-Establish Your Credit

B Choose from a great selection of quality pre-owned vehicles
pianil BNl Wl B¢ freated with respect in a discreet atmosphere

9.366% + 1-888-324-1621 Weekly Payments

Unline:
www.dorschford.com
Mail:

2641 Ealon Rd.,
(zreen Bay, W 543]]

Cre

ating long lasting rclations h1pa.
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Milwaukee SEOTS News and Holiday Happenings

Our mission is to provide
services for the well-being of
On”yote?a.ka in southeastern
Wisconsin; preserving our
culture and environment for
the next seven generations.

EOTS Staff Id Like T
Meet You

Stop in, have a cup of cof-
fee and visit. Meet the staff
that serves you. Mark, direc-
tor; Anne, administrative
assistant; Carmen, adminis-
trative assistant; Deb, com-
munity education specialist;
and Sharon, Indian Child
Welfare worker.

We’d also like to get new
ideas for things you would
like to see happen in our
office in the future. This is an
open invitation is for the com-
munity to come in and share
those ideas at any time. This
is your office and you are an
important part of our commu-
nity! We look forward in see-
ing you!

Thank You! Thank you!

Thank you!
To all community members

that give their time and efforts
to make this office a success!
We are thankful for all the
volunteers, teachers, helpers
and contributors’ that have
been a part of the SEOTS
office. Thank you to Derrick
Bliss, Randy Cornelius, Mike
Debraska, Dorothy Ermenec,
Pam Ermenec, Jade Flores,
Gordy Gonzales, Laura
Gordon, Laura Harrison,
Brian House & Family, Henry
House, John House, Roy
Huff, LeRoy Johns, Orin
Johns, Jim Kelly, Cecelia and
Ray Krawczyk, Loretta
Metoxen, Mindimoye, Linda

Monita, Helen Moriarity,
Alice Ninham, JoAnn
Ninham, Pam  Ninham,

Oneida
Oneida
Padron,

Intertribal Singers,
Nation Vets, Anna
Annette Padron,
Francis Padron, Monica
Padron, Anna Perlongo,
Janice Prohaska, Bruce and
Kim Reyes Family, Beverly
and Louis Rubio, Kristelle
Sanfillippo, Corrina Schuyler,

Trina  Schuyler,  Joyce
Skenandore, Judy
Skenandore, Opal

Skenandore, Bonnie Smith,
Charlene Smith, Jesse Torres,
Bob Ulrich, Pat Ulrich, David
Ushakow, Gary Ushakow,
Geri Villalobos, Jane Webster,
Huston ~ Wheelock, Jay
Wheelock, and Priscilla
Zakhar. We also want to thank
all of our Oneida families in
the north. We want you to
know we value your knowl-
edge and help. Please forgive
us if we didn’t list your name.
You are just as special as
everyone else!
December Holiday Giving
Tree

A great way to be able to
share your Holiday spirit of
giving! The SEOTS office
will be setting up a Holiday
Giving Tree from now until
December 15th for the chil-
dren who are in foster care. A
child’s age and gender will be
written on an ornament and
placed on the tree. Childrens’
names will be withheld due to
confidentiality and all gifts
will remain anonymous.
Community members will
then pick an ornament and
purchase an age appropriate
gift. Please help to make this
a joyous time for our chil-
dren!
Holiday Food Drive

It’s that time of year when
the SEOTS office asks the
Oneida community to become

involved in our holiday food
drive. The food drive primari-
ly targets Oneida foster chil-
dren and their families.
Please help us by donating
non-perishable food items to
the SEOTS office from now
until December 15th. We’ve
had great success with this
drive in the past and we hope
to be able to make a bountiful
Christmas for all our foster
families.
Craft Class

The December 5th and
12th craft classes will be
held at 6:00pm. Craft class
will only be held only twice
this month due to the holi-
day. We will be making
baby moccasin-pins-and
other pins to wear for the
holiday. Nice little gifts for
the family and friends!
Cultural Heritage Class

On December 4th we will
have a special guest — Randy
Cornelius will be here to
teach the class!  Since he is
traveling from Oneida the
class will begin at 6:00pm on
that evening. So please plan
to share a meal together — I
will make corn soup to warm
us up! What I do need is for
someone to bring some
kana’.talok and others can
bring a dessert and refresh-
ments. If anyone could do
that, please call 384-7740 and
ask for Deb. Also, on
December 11th and 18th cul-
tural heritage class will begin
at 6:30pm. The topic for
those dates will be a continu-
ation of the Creation Story
followed by Mid Winter
Ceremony.
The Rosa Minoka Hill Story

Carol Smart will present
her play about Rosa Minoka
Hill at the elderly meal site on
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\ Wise Women Gathering Place
2488 Babcock Rd.
Green Bay, WI 54313

. (across from Airview Building)

I“Nal:utal Altermative Halth Care Prodits,
Gifts for Waoren ard their famlies

Featuring...

Fertility Trackers - use your saliva for
immediate results

Herbs & Teas

Colic and Teething Tablets
Discovery Dating
Educational Packages

Our own blends of soaps,
incuding Down There Soap o :
VITANICA naturopathic supplementsfor women
designed by women
A Woman to Woman Natural Progesterone

Homeopathic Sarter Kits and Birthing Kits
» Bereavement Baskets

e are a sp rn by Midwvives
{ Resource Library and Staff of Wise Women Gathering ™.
- Place available for on-site research, for self managed L]

health care.
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Hours: 10 a.m.—7 p.m., Mon.-Fri.,
unless there is a birth. So, call us at:

(920) 490-0627
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December 6th at 4:00pm with
a meal to follow. Carol will
do a one act play about her
grandmother who was the
second Native American
women to become a doctor.
Rosa practiced medicine on
the Oneida Reservation. No
reservations are needed. Just
come for an enjoyable after-
noon! The address is St.
John’s Episcopal Church,
2612 W. Mineral, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin.  Any questions
call 384-7740.
Elder Christmas Part
Oneida

The annual Elder
Christmas party in Oneida
will be held tentatively on
December 13th or 14th. The
time will be from'11:00am to
4:00pm. Transportation will
be made available from the
SEOTS office. Cost for this
event: 54 years and under
$10; 55-69 is $8; 70 and over
is free. Call us at 384-7740 to
sign up-and get details.

Wisconsin Skate University
Family Fun HO-HO-

On December 26th bring
the whole family to a private
holiday Oneida bash for an
afternoon of fun! We will
supply the admission, skates,
pizza and soda. Join us on
Wednesday from 4-6pm. We
will reserve a spot for the first
60 people who register.
Because this is a very popular
event don’t delay reserving
your spot. All children must
be accompanied by an adult.
Call 384-7740 to sign up. We
hope to see you there!

Home visits to the Shut- ins

SEOTS staff and other
community volunteers will
visit tribal members that have
identified themselves as

homebound and would like to
be visited during the holiday
season. Please call us if you
or someone you know would
like a visit.
Reading Club

December 27th at 6:30 pm.
Come and join the reading
club as we read American
Indian novels. This month we
will discuss James Welch’s
book “First Winter in Blood”.
The New York Times book
review states, “A nearly flaw-
less novel about human life.
Few books in any year speak
so unanswerably, make their
own local terms so thorough-
ly ours.” Read your book in
advance and be ready to dis-
cuss a great novel!
Hoyan-Hoyan-Hoyan

January 1st is New Year’s
Day! If you're taking it easy
that day — come to the SEOTS
office for bingo, snacks, fun
and football! A day to get
together and start the New
Year out with good fun and
good people! By the way, we
will have a raffle for a $25.00
gift certificate, but you must
be present! Hoyan will be
from 11:00am to 2:00pm.
Walking for Fitness

Walking for fitness will
continue in the outdoors
weather permitting. Starting
Nov. 27 our walk will contin-
ue in the Southridge Mall
beginning at 9:00am. Meet at
the SEOTS office at 8:45am
or call to arrange a place you
would like to meet to begin
the walk at the mall. Until
Nov. 27 our walks will con-
tinue at 10:00am every
Tuesday and Thursday.
SEOTS Advisory Board
Meetings

Every 2nd and 4th Tuesday
of the month at 6:30pm. This

event is open to the communi-
ty and all are welcome to
attend.
Oneida Intertribal Singers
Every Sunday evening
from 7:00-9:00pm. The
singers are always looking for
new members and are also
available for events. If you're
interested call Mamie at (414)
643-8972 for more informa-
tion.
Oneida Language Class
Kelly Clark will be con-
ducting the Oneida language
class on the 1st and 3rd
Monday of each month at the
Brookfield Library. The class
begins at 6:00pm.
Doh Doh Club
Doh Doh Club meets every
Saturday at 10:00am for lan-
guage study, quilting and var-
ious other crafts.
SEOTS Monthly Van Trip

& Prescription Pick-up
The van to Oneida departs

the SEOTS office at 8:00am
and returns at approximately
5:30pm. The scheduled van
trip to Oneida occurs every
third Wednesday of the
month. Our next trip is on
December 19. Although we
occasionally make a random
trip to Oneida, we ask that
you plan for your prescrip-
tions to be picked up on the
monthly van trip whenever
possible.

Holiday Schedule: The
SEOTS office will be closed:
Christmas Eve Day,
December 24; Christmas Day,
December 25; New Year’s
Eve Day, December 31; and
New Year’s Day, January 1.

McCallum says casinos aren’t answer to state’s budget

PEWAUKEE, Wis. (AP) -

Gov. Scott McCallum said

Tuesday he would not autho-
rize building new tribal casi-

a self-governing nation.

are the following:

Name:

The Oneida Code of Laws
Now Available

The Oneida Code of Laws represents a historic
step in Oneida history.
Oneida government has placed the laws of the
nation before the Oneida People in a codified and
easy to read format. A code of laws is important
because it assures the Oneida people equal
access to the current text of laws which affect their
lives and property. These volumes represent an
essential tool in exercising our sovereign rights as

The two volume set is available at a cost of
$35.00 (plus $5.00 shipping and handling for non-
inter-departmental deliveries) for Tribal members
and employees, and $45.00 (plus $5.00 shipping
and handling) for non-tribal members.

* The Constitution and By-Laws of the Oneida
Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin.

* Up-to-date ordinances.

* A one-year subscription service which will
provide updates of newly enacted or amended
ordinances and policy resolutions.

* Future editions and subscription supplements
will contain policy resolutions.

Please make check out to (checks only):
Oneida Tribe of WI - LOC and send to:
Oneida Nation Legislative Operating Committee
PO Box 365
Oneida, WI 54155

nos to pump money into the

state’s coffers as it faces a

possible budget shortfall.
Last week, the state of New

For the first time, the

Included

Address:

Phone # ;

Please allow up to 3-4 weeks for delivery

York approved its largest
gambling expansion ever.
which included building six
new casinos. Lawmakers
there said expanding gam-
bling in New York could raise
an additional $1 billion annu-
ally within three years.

McCallum has said he
opposes expanding gambling
in Wisconsin. He reiterated
his position Tuesday, saying
the current economic down-
turn has not changed his
mind.

“Seventeen casinos are
enough,” McCallum told The
Associated Press. “I don’t see
casinos fitting into our new
economy.”

McCallum has said the
state could lose between $30(
million and $1.3 billion ir
income and sales tax revenues
as a result of the Sept. 11 ter-
rorist attacks.

The governor said Tuesday
that the state’s education ini-
tiatives and prescription drug
program are his two top prior-
ities, although he did not rule
out making cuts to the plans.
He has said everything is on
the table for discussion in
budget negotiations.

“Auditions”
Children’s Production of...

An Oneida Carol
Adapted & Directed by
Jennifer Stevens
November 16, 2001
5:00 p.m.

Norbert Hill Auditorium
If you are 5 to 15 years old and
interested...come to the
auditions!

An Oneida Carol is a new
version of the well known
The Christmas Carol
by Charles Dickenson of
Oneida today...We are in search
of some Oneida Scrooges, Tiny
Tims, and children that like to
sing.

For more information regarding late

auditions, contact...
Jennifer Stevens at 869-4403 or leave a

message at (920) 440-6978.
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Dewey Sllas returns home

By Phil Wisneski
Kalihwisaks

Father Dewey Silas has
come home.

Fr. Silas is now the Priest
for the Holy Apostles Church
right here in Oneida. He is an
Oneida who has been living in
Milwaukee and was the Priest
at St. John’s Church in
Southern Milwaukee for the
past two years.

“It is a great feeling to be
home and to give mass and
knowing all the Oneida peo-
ple in the church,” said Silas.
“It is quite satisfying.”

Fr. Silas has accepted a
three year interim position at
Holy Apostles and his first
mass was conducted on
October 21.

Before entering the church,
Fr.  Silas  worked in
Milwaukee as a machine
operator. At this time there
were no Native American
Priests in the city. Dewey

Fr. Silas then got a job as
the Assisting Priest at All
Saints Cathedral. There he
was the Native American
Missionary and was in charge
of taking care of the whole
Native American population
in Milwaukee. He was then
offered the full time position
at St. John’s and conducted an
English mass at 9 a.m. and an
Hispanic mass at 11 a.m. Fr.
Silas did not speak Spanish,
but his message always got
across.

After his first couple mass-
es here in Oneida Fr. Silas
sees a need for the Oneida
people to worship as a family.
“The whole family needs to
come back to the church,” he
said. “Not just Mom or Dad
or just the kids, we want
everyone of them to attend
and worship, together,” Fr.
Silas added.

In the last five years atten-
dance at Holy Apostles

In Loving Memory of

Donald David

My poem to my
Grandpa
The sky is up high.

He is in Heaven.

He is in Peace.
He is looking down
at us!

He is making sure
that we are O.K.
He is in harmony and

he Loves Us!

I miss him a lot!
Lindsey LaLuzerne

Photo courtesy of Thelma McLester
Father Dewey Silas relaxes in the basement of the
Holy Apostles Church of Oneida following a mass he
conducted. Fr. Silas has returned home after accept-
ing a three year interim position with the church.

Church has declined. One of
Fr. Silas’ goals is to increase
the attendance. He hopes hav-
ing an Oneida Priest and
Deacon will help bolster

went to the Bishop and made
known the need for a Native
American Priest in the city to
relate to the Native American
population. The Bishop then

@ummummmummmnmw‘
Thomas Joseph

asked Silas, “What are you
going to do about it?” From

went to the Bishop again and
was able to obtain some

1996.
While in Milwaukee, Fr.

interest in the community. Fr.
Silas believes that the church

Big Time

there the rest is history. scholarships to attend the Silas did a lot of support work ~can give people a sense of | [ Tom, today we remember
Silas first started studying United Theological Seminary for the Native American peo- direction and being and | ¥ ‘ you and honor your
part-time for the Priesthood. in Minneapolis. He was ple. He did funeral work, bap- ~€Ncourages any((i)ne aﬁd every- | | name.
i i i iesti - i one to come and see him.
This was taking to long so he ordained as a Priest in May of tisms and counseling. You touched all our
i i W i ar  = Lyme,_ - e
Special Ecumenical b e
- : Community Thanksgiving Meal we shall never be the
Thanksgiving Service Y giving sare.

Thanksgiving Day ~ Parish Hall / Tt has been 5 years but

scheduled

Serving 11:00 a.m. ~ 2:00 p.m. your memory lives on
Worship services for Thanksgiving will be offered to Featuri 0 And from our hearts vou
the Oneida community on Sunday, November 18. Church eaturing... , Y
leaders and lay people will sponsor an evening of special Turkey will

Buffalo stew
Mashed potatoes

music, praise and inspirational messages that will

never be gone.
strengthen and renew us on our spiritual and thanksgiving

You were so outgoing, fun,

journey! . .
Worship Service begins at 6:00 p.m. at the Oneida E“)reSSIng h and caring.

United Methodist Church, N6037 County Hwy. E. De Cg‘:rrlnsiiuas You were down to earth, brave,

Pere P and daring.

Hear God’s words from Psalms 55:14: Homemade biscuits

We took sweet counsel together and walked unto the You told Jokes and stories;

Baked beans

house of God i in company. Desserts found humor in little things.
’ lude: Pastor Joh Oneid .
el God: Father Silas, Holy & Refreshments Open to the Public To us all,

much joy the memory of your
laughter brings.
‘\jﬁ-@\ Al your friends called you
“Big Time”
because of your

R i L™ S ™

s Church; Pastor Alicea, Oneida
ostolic Church; and Pastor Im
Jung, Oneida United Methodist.
Fellowship will follow ser-
vice in the church hall.
Please bring a donation of a

and...
Most Importantly, Good Times!

FV Y VT TF FY YUY YW ITTIYY

on-perishable food item to be :
given to the Uneida Food Pantry. Vquntee|r's style. £
Come, invite a friend, and receive a blessing!! Needed!! AMMAAARAAAALDARLE RARADY

Passing On

House, Jalyn . ; : £=-:..
Jalyn Arelet House, infant
daughter of Cpl. Corben and

Jolene  (Gladue) House Assembly of God Service Times: 9:30am (920) 869-2244

passed away on Thursday. | Brother Johnson Holy Apostles Lonah Service Times: Saturday at
Oct. 18, 2001 at the Quentin Highway 54 Father Brad Mcintyre FO Lg ohuse _ 4:00pm; Sunday at 8:30am and
Burdick Memorial Health § o 1 “Wrs4155 2937 Freedom Road or Longhouse activities 10:30am

Facility in Belcourt, N.D.
Jalyn is survived by her
parents, Corben and Jolene

Contact Bob Brown, Ron Hill or
Sonny Hill at  Oneida
Culture/Heritage Department

Oneida, WI 54155
(920) 869-2565

(920) 869-2217
Service Times:

United Methodist

Sund t
unday a Rev. Charles Munson

House; Minneapolis, Minn.; [ 9:30am; Sunday School at | Service Times: Sunday at

Josephine Gladue, Keshena, 10:30am (Morning Worship); 7:30am and 10:00am (920) 490-2096 gSSZ'dFre\ildIO;IAlllRS(;ad

Wis.; Sharon House, Oneida, . i . i i ini neida,

Wis:  Kim  Weasel gﬁg;e;:goj:h ;ﬁgg:s) (Bible | Immaculate Conception 32:;‘:; ﬁ':tﬁgﬁ?:t g"llrt'l'rs:;y (920) 869-2927

McLaughlin, S.D.; great- Catholic Service Times:  Sunday at

grandparents, Leone House,
Oneida, Wis.; John Gladue,
Dunseith, N.D.; and Dellora
Cornelius, Oneida, Wis.;
aunts and uncles John Gladue
Jr., Keshena, Wis.; Dionne
Gladue, Minneapolis, Minn.;
Tory Gladue, Keshena, Wis.;
Kody House, Oneida, Wis.;
Cpl. Yuma House, Camp
Pendleton, Calif.; Crystal and
Lemuel Danforth, Oneida,
Wis.; Rhiannon Cornelius,
Tama, lowa; and Tsyoslake
House, Oneida, Wis.; and
several cousins and great-
aunts and great-uncles.

First Faith Ministries
Pastor John Woods

556 Main Avenue, P.O Box 5772
DePere, WI 54115

(920) 338-9905
www.firstfaithministries.org
Service Times:
10:00am - Worship Service;
Tuesday at 7:00pm - Spiritual
Growth; Thursday at 7:00pm -
Healing School.

**Full Gospel and
Denominational; Children
Youth Ministries, Nursery Available;

Non-

Fivefold Ministry Training School.

Sunday at

and

Father Richard Thomas

1395 Freedom Road

Oneida, WI 54155

(920) 869-2626

Service Times: Saturday at
4:00pm; Sunday at 8:00am and
10:00am

Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints

Branch President:
Cornelius

N6135 Seminary Road
Oneida, WI 54155
(920) 869-1848

Kevin |I.

1738 South 11th Street
Milwaukee, WI 53204
(414) 384-1500

Oneida Apostolic Church
Pastor Juan Alicea

Parish Hall, County E

Oneida, WI 54155
(920) 833-9694
Service Times:
11:00am and 7:00pm

St. Joseph’s Catholic
Father Geo Lenzer

St. Joseph Drive

Oneida, WI 54155

Sunday at

10:30am

Zion Lutheran

Pastor Vernon Heim

Rosehill Drive

Oneida, WI 54155

(920) 869-2777

Service Times: Sunday at
8:00am and 10:00am; Sunday
Bible Classes at 9:15am

For ceremonies/services
not listed OR to have your
church listed please call the
Kalihwisaks, (920) 490-2452
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War - Is it Rock n’
Roll

For those not on-line, the
free U2 live web-cast is over!
My 'oh my! The show began
from Indiana live, via the
Internet with the Beatles; "All
you need is love". With love,
and Real Player Basic on my
desktop, I was hooked up.
The heart shaped stage said
everything, love is all you and
I need. Our lives could be so
simple!

I still have mixed views
about the "ji-had." There's not
a shadow of a doubt that I
think Osama bin Laden is
responsible for September
11th Meanwhile, America
really does need to send us a
better message. Sure it's a ter-
rorism war, but it's a holy war
too. Native American People
have experienced something
similar but more serious, in
the past. The current Afghan-
Muslim leaders highly disap-
prove of America, a nation
with no place in the Muslim
religion, other than the fact
that we back the UN. They
back their Islamic rivals, I
believe, and that rubs Taliban
leaders the wrong way. The

Taliban (Muslim) wants
America not to fund Middle-
East Governments in an

oppressive way. The Islamic
countries are not on the
American constitution neither
is Afghanistan. Yet, America
supplied them with a barrage
of weapons of mass destruc-
tion like nothing. Please, stop
giving them our money and
resources, we need that stuff;
however now  Afghan-
Muslims have them and used
them, negatively.

Yet bin Laden or any
Muslim can't owe it to him-
self-, this  Saudi-exile's
grudge is too strong-He
thinks all Americans are the
same; he's never met me! He
can't put the weight of the
world on his shoulders like
that.

America wants to fight for
the right of those lives lost,
during Ramadan no less,

but are unable to say they
didn't see any harm in the
onslaught of the Muslim faith
in this world. What kind of
message is that? American
leaders can be such hyp-
ocrites towards

another cultures beliefs.
Just ask Gadhafi, well never
mind. They've gambled on
Afghan

refugees and now they got
war! We don't need anthrax
spores; we need love!

"Love," that's all 1 ever
believed, yet; I don't got it.
The concert on the other hand
did. I enjoyed

chatting in the chat-room
with the Edge before the
show. One of my questions
was, "is this rock n'

roll?" A remark made by
Bono from the Zooropa '93
tour during the song; "until
the end of the

world." (Best tour ever)
Edge replied, "gotta go, I'm
running out of change, there's
a lot of things, if |

could, I'd rearrange." Then
he got off-line to rock n' roll.
After doing "Beautiful Day"
first, (Like

always) they played "until
the end of the world." My
question was finally
answered. Achtung y'all!

Eutimio Talavera, Jr.

Allegations are

Baseless

Recently the Oneida
Business Committee (OBC)
made a decision to offer an
alternative social security
type plan to OBC members
and we were accused of
allegedly trying to "Pad our
own pocket while in office."
This allegation is baseless. I

would ask anyone who would
believe this to ask the writer
to produce evidence of his
allegation?

The facts are, OBC mem-
bers are not allowed to partic-
ipate in normal social security
programs which all working
people have the right to enjoy.
To this end, several years ago,
prior to my tenure on the
OBC, a life insurance plan
was offered as a way to solve
this problem. However, some
of us are not interested in life
insurance, so we've created an
alternative option which is
similar to a social security
plan. It's worth noting, this
alternative plan does not
increase any monetary bene-
fits.

This allegation that we've
magically padded our pocket
by creating this option: "Is a
false and reckless distortion
of the facts." Remember, this
comes from a writer that does
not have a shred of evidence.
More importantly, the con-
sulting attorney (Bennett
Choice) who drafted this
social security alternative is
an expert in IRS laws and he
would never be involved in
helping the OBC commit an
un-honest act.

It's unfortunate that this
attempt to mislead the public
occurred. I would encourage
anyone who has any ques-
tions to please feel free to call
my office and I would be will-
ing to explain how the alter-
native plan works. Also, I
would be willing to share my
social security plan informa-
tion with any Oneida Tribal
Member, 1 have nothing to
hide.

Vince DelaRosa
OBC Councilman

What's
Happening

Yes its been a year since |
have written any letters. I
have had some problems with
two programs, that are under
Tribal Polices, Federal and
State Laws and Policies. The
two programs I've had prob-
lems with, are the Job
Training Program, and the
Higher Education Program.

In March of 2000, 1
applied for funding for
Parliamentary ~ procedures
courses, thorough the Higher
Education Program. After 3
months of meetings, denial
letters and all the paperwork.
I was finally told that the
Higher Education Program
was not going to pay for the
courses. I was told that I did
not have a GED, and that the
parliamentary courses were
not thorough a accredited
school.

On July 1, 1998, at the
Wednesday Business
Committee meeting. There
was a directive made by the
Business Committee. That the
Higher Education Program to
look at other Professions not
included in the Education
Resolution and to formulate
regulations  that include
review process, funding allo-
cations, prior approval or
approval processes. Motion
carried unanimously. As of
this date, none of the direc-
tives above have been imple-
mented.

Why does the Business
Committee keep making
directives, if they are not
going to follow up on the
directives they have made.
When is the Business
Committee going to start
making these people who run
these programs accountable
for their actions. This is the
reason there are so many
problems with the programs
of  the Nation. No
Accountability, No Checks
and Balances, No Leadership.

In June of 2000, 1 was told
I could possibly get in the Job

Training Program. In the mid-
dle of June I was accepted
into the Job Training
Program. Between June and
December, I completed the
HSED Program. During this
time I was told It was costing
the JTP to much in gas vouch-
ers (ie.10 dollars per week)
and that I should have com-
pleted the courses sooner.
During this time I also study-
ing for the first test of three
for the Parliamentary proce-
dures course.

I would like to state at this
time, that the counselor had
taken complete control over,
as to how everything was to
be done. The counselor had
ask me to get a list of every-
thing that was needed for the
courses. I had supplied every-
thing that was requested by
the counselor. But she still
had to call and check for her-
self. I had asked her, that if
she was going to check for
herself, then why did she ask
me to get her the informa-
tion.?

I will stop the story now. I
want to let all the Oneida
People know what has been
happening to me. The year
2000 and 2001 have been
very rough on myself and my

family. This is going to be a
series of letters explaining
what has happen. I want all
the people of the Oneida
Nation, to know what kind of
miss management and leader-
ship, there is in the Oneida
Nation.
I don't belong to the 040 or
to any other groups.
Brad Graham
New London, Wis.

What's Happening
Two

Sakoli, To continue the
story from two weeks ago.
Upon receiving my test
results, that I had passed the
first test to become a
Parliamentarian. 1 requested
the  funding for the
Registration study materials. I
was told that the JTP had to
send the money, not me. I was
told by the counselor, it
would be two to three weeks
before she would get the
check. Checks are issued
every Tuesday and Thursday.

On 1-9-01, 1 returned
home and ask my parents, if
my study materials had come,
and I was told no. I called
NAP and asked if they had
received a check. I was
informed that they had

received a Purchase Order
not a check (received the
check 1-8-01). When I asked
the counselor who had sent a
PO and not a check, she
replied, I was on vacation
and did not know who had
sent the PO. The counselor
also stated, they got the
check and you got your study
materials, what are you wor-
ried about.

I called the director of the
JTP and informed him of
what had happen. When I
told him that a PO and not a
check had been sent. He said
that was how it is done. I
informed the director, that
the counselor had sent a
check for the first part, and
was informed that a check
had to be sent for the second
part. I informed the director
that it took from 12-20-00 to
1-13-01 (24 days) to get the
materials. He said he was
sorry to hear I was unhappy,
and said it was standard pro-
cedure, and dropped it.

I asked the director if I
could get gas money for com-
ing to the Community
Education Center to study, he
said I would have to talk to
the counselor. On 1-17-01
my father and I talked to the

counselor about getting gas
money, for coming to study.
The counselor told us, no
matter how you get here, you
have to study for eight hours
a day. That if you don't study
for eight hours, you won't get
payed. The counselor said
she was only going to give
me Ten Dollars a day. At that
time my vehicle was broke
down, and she expected my
father to drive a 160 miles a
day for 10 dollars. We told
the counselor, no way, we
would except that kind of
offer
In two weeks I will finish
the JTP story. Some of the
people reading these letters
will be surprised, some will
not. As I have said, these let-
ters are to let all the people
know. How things are being
done, and the total miss man-
agement in the Nation. From
the BC to a supervisor, is to
pass the buck and hope it gets
lost, or hope the person mak-
ing the complaint goes away.
Remember election time is
coming. Let's hope the new
elected officials, hold true to
their words, and abide by
their Oath of Office. Until the
next letter.
Bill Graham

And Now for the
Rest of the Story

As chairman of the Audit
Committee, I would like to
note that the story of the
“missing $5 million dollars”
from the Casino has taken on
a life of its own. It all began,
not with a theft, but with a
community member who
decided to leave a
Treasurer’s Report meeting
early, with a comment taken
out of context and without
any of the relevant facts. The
member then took this
incomplete information out
into the public arena and pre-
sented it as though it were
fact. The community mem-
ber has apologized for
spreading this incomplete
information, but the misrep-
resented facts still rage on.

The extreme reaction to
the rumor within the com-
munity  prompted  the
Wisconsin State Department
of Justice and the Oneida
Police Department, to inves-
tigate the alleged missing $5
million at the Casino. In
addition our gaming consul-
tant also reviewed the perfor-
mance of our slot machines

BC Corner...

to determine
if anything
inappropriate
had occurred.
None of
these investi-
gations dis-
closed any
fraud or other
criminal
activity  to
support the
rumor of
“missing mil-
lions™.

An analy-
sis of our slot
activity indicates that a sig-
nificant increase in the num-
ber of slot machines with bill
acceptors and the increasing
use of bill acceptors by our
customers, has produced an
increase in the amount of
money collected from the
machines at the end of each
business day, without pro-
ducing a corresponding
increase in net revenue. This
is because 100% of all paper
currency that goes into a
machine stays in the
machine, while coins are cir-
culated through the machine
with some money being paid
back to the customer. This

Councilman
David Bischoff

change in the
mix of money,
which players

used in the
machines “artifi-
cially” inflated

our gross rev-
enues and gave
the appearance
that our volume
of business had
increased by as
much as 17%,
when in fact it
had only gone
up by slightly
less than 5%.
The claim of the missing $5
million is linked to this arti-
ficial 17% gross revenue
increase and the budget
failed to account for the
impact of the growth in the
number and use of the bill
acceptors.

The revenue gains antici-
pated from the new West
Mason Street Casino, fell
short due to the combination
of the six month delay in
opening the facility and the
large volume of transfer cus-
tomers coming from the
Main Casino and IMAC
properties. The original bud-
get projections assumed that

a majority of the activity at
Mason Street would come
from new customers and
thereby create new revenues
for the casino operations.
This assumption contributed
to an over projected budget.

* The alleged “missing $5
million gaming dollars” was,
in fact, NEVER MIS-
PLACED OR MISSING. It
was a budget goal that was
not met. A budget, that when
audited by the Internal Audit
Department, was, to say the
least, over projected.

Understand that if we
could give you a dollar for
dollar accounting of the
alleged “$5 million”, we
would. The “$5 million” is
not missing, because the
money never existed...
except in a budget. If bud-
geted money were real
money, wouldn’t our house-
hold budgets be so much
easier to balance? All you
would have to do is “put it in
the budget” and there it
would be! Unfortunately,
must be earned before it
exists. Budgets are goals, not
guarantees.

Constitutional
Changes are
Desperately
Needed

I want to inform the
Oneida people that on
October 22, 2001 the Oneida
Business Committee (OBC)
received some tremendous
news from the United States
Department of the Interior.
The BIA has officially
informed the OBC that the
door is now wide-open for
the adoption of a new Oneida
Constitution. This adoption
must occur by way of a spe-
cial election. This is incredi-
ble news for the Oneida peo-
ple because the need for a
new constitution cannot be
overstated. Ironically, the
Oneida  General Tribal
Council (GTC) directed that
this work be commenced in
1982 and they tasked the
OBC with that responsibility.
I’'m committed to fulfilling
that GTC directive.

Please note, experts in the
field of Indian law are
urgently advising tribes to
pursue constitutional change

as soon as possible.

Recognized Indian legal
expert, Robert Pirtle writes,
“It’s imperative that tribal
constitutions be revised...The
siege of sovereignty against
Indian Tribes is in high gear
now and tribes can’t afford
any defects in their organic
documents.” He goes on to
suggest that the constitutions
of most Indian tribes are
hopelessly outdated and the
failure to adopt new and
comprehensive constitutions
may ultimately prove to be a
fatal blow to Indian sover-
eignty nationally. Other
experts are also advising
tribes that it is preferable to
adopt a whole new constitu-
tion rather then to try and
“painstakingly” change con-
stitutions by way of piece-
meal amendments.

On this reservation, the
evidence is clear to any rea-
sonable observer of govern-
mental affairs, that now is
precisely the right time to
change our Oneida constitu-
tion. Currently our Oneida
government is “landlocked-
with-gridlock.” For example,
it is now November 2001 and
we still don’t have a budget

passed as thousands of our
employees patiently wait for
a promised and much needed

pay raise.
Without  constitutional
changes, Oneidas we will

remain unable to hold any
institution of government
accountable. Conversely, a
new constitution will enable
the people to more easily
identify specific branches of
government that do not work
effectively and discipline
them either through the
removal process or at the bal-
lot box, thus, creating a gov-
ernment that is more trans-
parent and more accountable.

We need a responsive gov-
ernment which has the
authority to make sound gov-
erning decisions. As a gov-
ernment we need to be able
to govern the agencies and
regulatory functions of our
nation and we need legiti-
mate constitutional oversight
capabilities. It is my utmost
belief that constitutional
change will empower our
Nation to prosper and
advance in this new century.
If we fail to take this respon-
sibility at this most oppor-

Councilman
Vince DelaRosa

tune time in our history, I feel
that our children will look
back at our generation and
ask why we failed to act.

I strongly urge the Oneida
people to stand with me on
this issue of changing the
Oneida Constitution.
Thankfully, the long-awaited
constitutional changes which
GTC asked for are now only
one vote away. Similarly, on
November 27, 2001 at
10:30am the LOC will be
examining this matter and
Oneida people are encour-
aged to attend this meeting to
get updated on this matter.
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Thunderhawk girls
basketball squad

set to improve

Photo by Phil Wisneski
Mindee Merrell drives in for a lay-up during a drill at
a recent practice, while Brooke Smith (background)
gets a pass for a jumpshot. The Thunderhawks
look to improve on last year’s record of 4-15.

By Phil Wisneski
Kalihwisaks

Oneida girls head basketball
coach Roy Red Hail is count-
ing on his four seniors to be
the main contributors for this
year’s team. The four seniors
are Margaret Stevens, Georgie
Merrell, Marquita Hill and
Kala Cornelius.

Red Hail is also confident in
the rest of his players. “We’ve
got a good team. We have ten
strong players for varsity this
year,” he said. Other top
prospects for this year’s team
are returning sophomore
Brooke Smith, returning junior
Erin Reiter, newcomer sopho-
more Maria Stevens, Kahnya
Cornelius and transfers Jesse
Skenandore and Shaleena |
Danforth.

The Thunderhawks also will
be suiting up a full JV team
this year. It is the first time in
school history that enough
players have gone out to
enable a full varsity and junior
varsity teams. “We are getting
a lot of kids coming out and
that is a good thing,” said Red
Hail.

Red Hail is in his fourth
year coaching and has a record
of 27-27. His top assistant will
again be Fawn Billie. “This is
by far the most talented team
we have had in my four years,”
said Red Hail.

The strengths of this year’s
team will be overall team
speed and the talent, while the
weakness will be that this is
the first year that the team is
playing together. They have
never played as one unit before
this season, having all the
transfers and newcomers. “It
will be interesting to see how
the team reacts when they are
pushed on the court,” said Red
Hail. “Hopefully they will
push back.”

Team goals for the upcom-
ing season are to finish with at
least twelve wins. Another
goal is to record a first-ever
regional game victory in the
WIAA tournament.

The team also hopes to con-
tinue to get support from the
Oneida community. Coach
Red Hail would like to see

some of the Milwaukee
Oneidas come and support the
team when they play

Milwaukee Custer on Dec. 7.

The girls first game this sea-
son will be against arch rival
Menominee at home on Nov.
20 at the Turtle School.

Boys basketball ready to turn it up a notch

By Phil Wisneski
Kalihwisaks

The Oneida Nation Boys
Basketball team is looking
forward to making a little
noise in the WIAA State
Tournament this year.

The school has never won a
tournament game in its short
history. This year could be
different though as the team
returns all five of its starters
from a team that went 7-14 a
year ago.

“We took our share of
bumps and bruises last year.
We are looking for some good
things this year,” said Head
Coach Lance Kelley. Kelley is
in his third year coaching
Oneida and has a 21-18 over-
all head coaching record.

The five returning players
are led by senior Jamison
King. King is a 6'3" swing
man who will certainly cause
match up problems for oppos-
ing teams. He is big enough to
post up smaller players yet
quick enough to go by bigger
post players. Kelley expects
big things from his lone
returning senior on the team.

Other returning starters are
guards Roberto Hill, a 5"9"
sophomore and Derrick King,
a 5'9" junior. Lee Laster, a
6'3" junior center and
Deangelo Doxtator, a 6'1"
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Senior Jamison King shoots a fade-away jumpshot as head coach Lance
Kelley tries to defend. (L-R) Marlon Skenandore and Jamison Wilson look to
get position for the rebound. The Thunderhawks first game is at home

November 27.

sophomore round out the
returning starters. The team is
still young, but with one year
of varsity experience under
their belt, the Thunderhawks
should be vastly improved
from a year ago.

Other prospects for the
Thunderhawks include; 6'3"
sophomore Jamison
Danforth, 6'4" senior Bucko
Reiter and 6'4" freshman
Jamison Wilson.

The Thunderhawks plan to
open up the offense this sea-
son.

“We are going to be an up
tempo team and try to run as
much as we can,” said Kelley.
“We want to use our athletes
and take advantage of our ath-
letic ability.”

Coach Kelly said he is
looking forward to the chal-
lenge this year and hopes to
pick up the intensity level this
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year. “I am excited to get
started and I asking for as
much community support as

possible,” said Kelley.
With ten home games this
year, look for the

Thunderhawks to play an
exciting fast break type of
basketball and a winning atti-
tude. The first game for the
team is at home against
Gresham on Tuesday,
November 27.
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Section Two

Cancer victim assisted by benefit

By Yvonne Kaquatosh

Kalihwisaks

Family and friends joined
together to support Tina

Wilson as she is now faced

with a diagnosis of colon

cancer.

A benefit was held on her
behalf to offset mounting
medical bills that will accom-
pany her cancer treatments
that began on Oct. 29 at St.

Vincent’s Hospital.

Tickets were sold at the
door for the Oct. 20 event
held at the Hobart Town Hall.
The $10.00 ticket included a
meal with all the trimmings
and a chance to win one of
many prizes drawn through-
out the evening.

For the past two years,
Wilson experienced health
problems with her stomach.

Each time she felt under the
weather she would go to the
doctor only to come back
home with no diagnosis. She
was prescribed medication
but continued to feel ill.
After continually going to
the doctor with no remedy in
sight for her ailments, Tina
went to the emergency room
at St. Mary’s Hospital in
mid-September where addi-

By Yvonne Kaquatosh
Kalihwisaks

the Norbert Hill site, and 125
Sisters at 3:00 p.m. One of

Marquette, MI; and Delores

R. Metoxen, oldest;

ing the special guests.

The 21st annual Grandparents feast |
was a success. The feast was held on
Thursday, November 8, at the Norbert
Hill Center for children who attend the
Head Start Program at Norbert Hill and
Three Sister’s. Approximately 264
grandparents attended the 12:00 feast for

lights, included gifts for the oldest,
youngest, the furthest distance and the
grandparent with the most grandchildren
in the program. The grandparents
acknowledged for Norbert Hill were:
Maria Hinton, 91; Kelly Skenandore, 38;
Marge and Jerome O’Neill traveled from

who had four (4) grandchildren in the
program. Three Sisters grandparents
who were recognized included: Bernice
Pat Gutierrez,
youngest; Nick and Sue Newago trav-
eled from Ashland, WI; and Ervin and
Cynthia Thompson had three (3) grand-
children in the program at one time. The
childrens’ parents had the honor of serv-
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Above, Joseph and Venita Moreno
enjoyed dinner with their great-grandson
Tyrell Boyd. Tyrell, 4, attends Three
Sisters Headstart program in Green Bay.
Below, some more special guest enjoy-
ing some quality time with their grand-
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Photos by Yvonne Kaquatosh

tional tests were ordered,
including a CAT scan. CAT
scan results showed a large
mass on her liver as well as
her colon.

Tina was immediately
admitted and surgery was
done the very next morning
to determine if the mass was
benign or malignant.
Unfortunately, after the three
hour surgery was complete,
the diagnosis was not good.
The doctors informed her
that the mass was cancerous
and also included her lymph
nodes. From there, an
appointment was scheduled
with an oncologist to begin
chemotherapy  treatments
which are done every other
Monday. Since beginning her
treatments, Tina changed her
diet which included eliminat-
ing red meat.

Prior to her health prob-
lems, Tina was employed at
41 Truck Plaza before work-
ing at Grama’s Diner in
Oneida. Once Tina’s co-
workers and friends got word
that she was ill, they didn’t
hesitate to begin planning a
benefit for her. According to
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Sharon Ness, owner of
Grama’s Diner, her daughter
Cindy wanted to put the ben-
efit on for her mother’s
friend. Other good
Samaritans who were
involved with the benefit
include: Brenda Johnson,
Carol Vissers, Donna Heller,
Lori Paulson, Bea
Ambrosius, Sandy Charles
and Lisa Aschenbrenner.
Aschenbrenner made a hand
made doll complete with
Packer apparel to raffle off
during the event.

The plans began to fall
smoothly into place.
Donations from a variety of
businesses in and around
Oneida were received in
abundance. Some of the
major items donated for the
event included an auto-
graphed football signed by
the 2001 Packer team; a
stand alone dart machine,
which was donated by Mel’s
Coin of Green Bay; numer-
ous items from Great Lakes
Paving; and bingo passes
from Oneida Bingo, to name
a few.

DJ Services of De Pere

donated their time, providing
music for the special occa-
sion, free of charge.

Family and friends of Tina
joined her and her husband
Bernie and their three chil-
dren Nicholas-19, Danielle-
12, and 11 year-old Ricky to
show their support.

“Tina is always there for
everyone. she’s a very good
friend of mine,” said Lori
Good who traveled all the
way from Oshkosh to attend
the event.

The event was well attend-
ed and according to Sharon,
“was a very successful bene-
fit.”

When she’s feeling well,
Tina occasionally goes to
Grama’s Diner just long
enough to make her prized
chili and corn soup.

An account was set up at
Bay Bank for medical bills
that would surely rise
throughout her treatment.

If you would like to show
your monetary support, send
your donation to the: Tina
Wilson Cancer Benefit Fund,
Bay Bank, 2555 Packerland
Drive, Green Bay, WI 