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By Scott Bauer
Associated Press Writer

MADISON, Wis. (AP) ~
Helping to resolve a tax dis-
pute involving trucking com-
panies owned by an indicted
donor to Gov. Jim Doyle was
not done under pressure from
the governor or as a special
favor, the secretary of the
state Department of
Transportation said Monday. 

The department has come
under fire amid reports that
Secretary Frank Busalacchi
ordered agency officials to
help negotiate with states that
an audit showed were owed
taxes by Kenosha business-
man Dennis Troha's trucking
firms. 

Busalacchi, in his first pub-
lic comments on the issue,
said in a news conference that
he was trying to assist a busi-
ness in the state resolve a con-
flict but his actions did not
constitute special treatment. 

“This is what we do. This is
what I do on a daily basis,”
Busalacchi said. “All we were
trying to do here was help a
state employer.”

That help was not any dif-
ferent from what he does for
other individuals and compa-
nies in the state who come to
him for assistance,
Busalacchi said. 

Troha’s trucking compa-
nies owed nearly $1 million in
taxes due to five states, based
on an audit by the state
Department of
Transportation. Disputes with
two of the states were settled,
but three totaling nearly
$500,000 in taxes are pend-
ing. 

Busalacchi said he was
proud of the department's job
in reaching settlements with
Pennsylvania and Nevada,
which also were praised by
officials in those states. 

Busalacchi said he wasn’t
asked by Doyle or anyone
with his campaign to work on
the case and he also never
talked with Troha about it. 

“I really am not close per-
sonal friends with the man,”
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Carl J. Artman sworn in as head of BIA 

By Nate Wisneski
Kahilwisaks

Tom and Rita Brunette are
grateful for the helping hand
extended by the Oneida
Housing Authority. Their
Mather Street home in Green
Bay was in the process of
being remodeled when health
and financial issues bore
down.

Jay Fuss, Construction
Superintendent for the Oneida
Housing Authority, received
an email telling the story of
the Brunettes. He inspected
the home was compelled to
help.

“The house was totally gut-
ted... no insulation, no walls,
no electrical, no plumbing, no
ceiling... it was basically a
garage with plastic ceilings,”
said Fuss.

Fuss then contacted all the

companies that he had work-
ing relationships with and
told Tom and Rita’s story.
Within days he had about 15
companies and 30 volunteers
lined up to volunteer their
time and materials to help fin-
ish the home.

Tom had been living for
about three years without
both of his kidneys and sur-
viving with dialysis. During
this time he was unable to
exert a lot of energy before
exhaustion would set in. Last
October he received the call
telling him that a kidney was
available and he underwent
transplant surgery. 

Before the transplant took
place Tom’s father passed
away and left them with an 

Oneida Housing Authority answers call
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By Kim Curtis 
Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) ~
A ski area on a northern
Arizona mountain may not
use treated wastewater to
make snow because that
would violate the rights of
American Indian tribes that
consider the peak sacred, a
federal appeals court has
ruled. 

The Arizona Snowbowl on
the San Francisco Peaks north
of Flagstaff wanted to add a
fifth chair lift, spray man-
made snow and clear about 

See Page 2A
No wastewater

Appeals
court bars
wastewater
at Calif. ski
area on
sacred peak 

By Dawn
Walschinski
Kalihwisaks

Carl J. Artman was
sworn into office as the
Interior Department’s
tenth Assistant
Secretary of Indian
Affairs on Thursday,
March 8. Artman is an
enrolled member of the
Oneida Tribe of
Wisconsin whose nom-
ination was confirmed
by the United States
Senate on Monday,
March 5.

“Carl is an outstand-
ing choice to oversee
the Bureau of Indian
Affairs because of his

extensive experience working
with and for tribal govern-
ments as well as in the execu-
tive and legislative branches
of the U.S. government,” said
Interior Secretary Dirk
Kempthorne. “I have person-
ally worked with him and
know he will ably serve his
fellow American Indians,
Alaska Natives and all
Americans as we address
important issues, such as edu-
cation, law enforcement and
economic development in
Indian Country.”

Artman, 41, has served as
the Department’s Associate
Solicitor of Indian Affairs
since February, 2006. Prior to
joining the Solicitor’s office,
he served as chief counsel for

the Oneida Tribe of
Wisconsin where he managed
all legal affairs of the tribe
and provided legal guidance
for tribal-wide reorganization
and economic development.
He also has experience with
various telecommunications
companies, including serving
as general manager of devel-
opment and operations for
VoiceStream Wireless and
vice president of legal affairs
for Airadigm
Communications.

Oneida Chairman Gerald
Danforth worked with
Artman when he was chief
counsel.

“He’s a brilliant person, a
highly educated individual
who’s grounded in very good

common sense, and has the
experience form a wide range
of responsibilities that he’s
carried over the years to help
him with his current and
future duty assignments,” said
Danforth.

Oneida Vice-Chairwoman
Kathy Hughes believes
Artman will be able to use his
experience working with
Native Nations in his new
position. 

“Because of his experience
working here in Oneida and
through his job here relating
to a lot of other tribes, he goes
into this office with a lot of
understanding of what the 

Carl J. Artman
See Page 3A
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White honored
on Oneida Walk
of Legends

Kali Photos/Steven J. Gandy

The fourth of twenty-four Walk of Legends monuments was unveiled to the public on the corner of
Lombardi Avenue and Reggie White Way during a ceremony held on March 10.  On hand for the event
was White’s son, Jeremy White.  He is seen, above, admiring his late father’s monument.  Also in atten-
dance was Green Bay Mayor, Jim Schmitt.  His reflection can be seen, inset, in the monument that bares
Reggie Whites likeness.  Oneida Walk of Legends is planning to present six more monuments this year.

Kali Photo/Nate Wisneski

Murry Jones (left) and Kathy Brunette (right) of the
Oneida Housing Authority tape drywall.  Both are
volunteering their time to help the Brunette family.



inheritance that allowed them
to build a unattached garage
for their home.

Shortly after, Tom’s brother
passed away and left another
inheritance for Tom and Rita.
At this time they decided to
undergo a massive remodel-
ing project of their home.
Tom was able to gut the house
fully but before remodeling
could begin he received word
he was receiving a kidney.
After the surgery, Tom and
Rita struggled to complete the
remodeling project.

“We are both living on
Social Security and with
Tom’s health it was taking
longer than we thought, we
also are saving what we can
for construction materials”
said Rita.

The first step taken after
the surgery was to replace an
old roof. The family hired a
contractor to do the work. The
repairs exceeded the expected
cost and consumed most of
the Brunettes finances.

According to Fuss, the
roof, had holes three-and-
half-inches wide by 15 inches
long that were from the studs
to the ceiling after the initial

repairs. This allowed large
drafts to be felt throughout
the unfinished house.

“Birds could have easily
got in the house through the
holes, even cats,” said Fuss.

After the home was gutted
and roof repaired the living
condition for the Brunettes
was less than ideal. They have
been living in a small 10 foot
by 10 foot room that was built
on to the home that will be
demolished once their new
bedroom is complete. They
have been living in this room
for the last six months while
doing limited work daily.

We tried doing as much as
we could, we did have the
bathroom tile down and run-
ning water along with the
shower,” said Tom.

The shower was located in
the unfinished part of the
home and not heated well. “It
was a little cold coming from
the shower to our room,” Rita
said.

Ninety percent of the mate-
rials are donated and the
roughly $75,000 of work will
come at no expense to the
Brunettes .

The home should be 80

percent completed in three
weeks and in living condition.
Tasks such as siding, land-
scaping and deck work needs
to wait until spring to com-
plete.

“We are excited and can’t
wait for (the house) to be
done,” said Rita..
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2007 marks the 40th Anniversary
of the first Miss Oneida?

Did you know…

Fantastic Prizes for Miss & Jr. Miss Oneida 2007-2008!! 

We are looking for ambitious and positive young ladies who want
to represent the Oneida Nation & have fun while doing it.

It’s never too early to start 
planning for the Miss Oneida
& Jr. Miss Oneida Pageant…

It will be here before you
know it!!  

All participants must:
1. Be single w/No children (never been

married)
2. Be an enrolled Oneida or in process

of
3. Have no previous or pending misde-

meanor or felony convictions
4. Possess knowledge and understanding

of the Oneida culture and history

If you have any questions or need ideas
call any one of the members of the Miss
Oneida Committee:

Tana Aguirre…869-4239
Heidi King…869-1580
Racquel Hill…869-4388
Kalene White…429-3263
Jennifer Hill…869-4070

MISS ONEIDA: ages 18 – 25 ~~~~~ JR MISS ONEIDA: ages 13 – 17

Name: 

Address: 

Zip 

Enrollment #: Ph. 
(If applicable)

• Free to enrolled Oneida members (age 18 years & older)
• Non-Tribal members & Business Organizations:

$24.00/Annually (current rate)

Mailing address:
Kalihwisaks
ATTN:
Yvonne Kaquatosh
P.O. Box 365
Oneida, WI 54155

Mail to…To Subscribe…

Oneida Vet presented Eagle Feather

Kali Photo/Steven J. Gandy

Army retiree
Sergeant Jeff Denny
was presented an
Eagle Feather at his
retirement party held
on March 3 at Parish
Hall.  Presenting the
feather was Bernard
R. Johnson.  
Denny’s family,
Oneida Veterans and
community members
were on hand for the
event that included a
pot luck dinner follow-
ing the presentation.

From Page 1A/OHA helps fix house

Amerindian Pow-wow

Kali Photo/Steven J. Gandy

The United Amerindian Center Pow-
wow took place at Green Bay West
high school on March 10.  In atten-
dance for the event were Bernard
Doud and his son Zoa (above).  They
are members of the Wolf River  drum
group from the Menominee Nation.
They were just one of many drum
groups tht took part in the festivities.
Jingle dress dancers, like the young
girl pictured (right), showed their
regalia and danced for the public. 

100 acres of forest to extend
its ski season. 

However, the Navajo
Nation and a dozen other
Southwest tribes filed suit to
block the project, arguing that
it would violate their religious
freedom. The lawsuit also
said the government did not
adequately address the envi-
ronmental effect of using
wastewater, which would be
pumped up a pipeline from
Flagstaff. 

In a decision Monday,
Judge William A. Fletcher of
the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals said the snowmaking
scheme violated the Religious
Freedom Restoration Act of
1993 and would be akin to
using wastewater in Christian
baptisms. 

“We are unwilling to hold
that authorizing the use of
artificial snow at an already
functioning commercial ski
area in order to expand and

improve its facilities, as well
as to extend its ski season in
dry years, is a governmental
interest ‘of the highest
order,’” Fletcher wrote for the
three-judge panel, which
heard arguments in
September. 

Howard Shanker, who rep-
resents several tribes, includ-
ing the Navajo Nation, said
Monday’s decision could
have important repercussions. 

“Hopefully, this stands
because it creates a tremen-
dous precedent for tribes to
protect their sacred sites,” he
said. 

The ruling overturned an
opinion by U.S. District
Judge Paul Rosenblatt in
Phoenix, who said last year
the tribes failed to show the
project would affect their
exercise of religion. 

The 9th Circuit panel also
ruled the U.S. Forest Service
did not adequately address the

possible health risks of drink-
ing water tainted by runoff
from snow made with treated
wastewater. 

Snowbowl owner Eric
Borowsky said he'll either try
to appeal to the U.S. Supreme
Court, or make snow using
water pumped from compa-
ny-owned land. 

“We are definitely going
forward with this,” Borowsky
said. “This ruling is definitely
the wrong ruling and it has a
major impact on federal
land.”

For the third time in four
years, the Arizona Snowbowl,
which brings an estimated
$10 million annually to
Flagstaff’s economy, opened
late this winter because of a
lack of snow. It closed for the
season this past weekend
because of dwindling snow
on its slopes, located above
9,000 feet.
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