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Resolution # 06-09-99B
Chlorine Free Oneida Resolution

Whereas,

the OneidaTribe of Indiansof Wisconsinis a federallyrecognizedIndian
governmentanda treatytribe recognizedby the laws of the United States,and

Whereas,

the OneidaGeneralTribal Councilis the governingbody oIthe OneidaTribe of
Indiansof Wisconsin,and

Whereas,

the Oneida Business Committee has been delegatedthe authority of Article IV,
Section 1 of the Oneida Tribal Constitution by the Oneida General Tribal Council,

and
Whereas,

the Oneida Environmental ResourcesBoard (ERB) was created for the prupose of
overseeingmatters concerning the environment of the Oneida Reservation, and

Whereas,

the Oneida Tribe is committed to living in balanc:ewith Mother Earth and
protecting her health through the SeventhGeneraltion,and

Whereas,

due to our Tribe's rapid growth in recent years, vre have become consumers of
large quantities of chlorine-bleached paper, and
I

Whereas,

the Oneida Tribe understandsthat the use of chlorine or cWorine compounds as
bleaching agents in the paper making process have been shown to produce toxins
such as Organochlorines, including Chloroform, Dioxins and Furans, which have
been associatedwith cancer, birth defects, and iIrlIllunological, hormonal, and
reproductive system damage in wildlife as well as humans, and

Whereas,

the OneidaTribe understandsthatthe continueddemandfor chlorine-bleached
paperis a fundamentalreasonfor its continuedproduction,and

Whereas,

the Oneida Tribe affirnls that by participation in 1nedemand for chlorine-bleached
paper it is thus participating in the production and spread of said toxins.

Therefore Be It Resolved, that to the extent that is practically possible, the Oneida tribe wishes
to have little or no part in the production of, use of, sale of, or transport of paper bleached with
chlorine or chlorine compounds in any fonn, whose by-product in the production of chlorinebl~ched paper are the above mentioned Organochlorines such as ChlorofonIl, Diqxins, Furans,
or any other toxins, and
Be It Further Resolved, that this resolution should be implemented without unnecessarydelay,
with the [mal phase of implementation for this project occurring no later than September 30,
2001.

Now Therefore Be It Finally Resolved, that this resolution shall be interpreted andesource
implemented by the Oneida Environmental R
B~ardand the Oneida Environmental
He.thand Safety Department, with close co!:laboration with related departments includinglvisions.
Purchasing and the Governmental Services D:

CERTIFICATION
I, the undersigned,asthe Secretaryof the OneidaBusinessCommittee,herebycertify thattlle
OneidaBusinessCommitteeis composedof (9) membersof whom (5) membersconstitutea
quorum. -8-- memberswere presentat a meetingduly called,noticedand held on the~ dayof
~
19..22;that the foregoingresolutionwas duly adoptedat suchmeetingby a vote of -L
membersfor; ~ membersagainst,and~ membersnot voting; and that said resolutionhas
not beenrescindedor amendedin anyway.~l

~Barton, Tribal Secretary
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STATEMENT OF EFFECT
Resolution Regarding Chlorine Free Oneida Resolution
Summary
This resolution proposes that the Oneida Tribe utilize totally chlorine free paper by September of
2001.

Analysis
This resolution, presented by the Environmental ResourceBoarcl, proposes that the Oneida Tribe
phase in the use of totally chlorine free paper by September30, :2001. As defined by the Federal
Register and generally used in the industry, there are two levels of chlorine nee paper TCF (TotallyChlorine Free)
Virgin paper that is unbleached or processed with a sequence that includes no chlorine or chlorine
derivatives as bleaching agents. From a water pollution standpoint this is the best paper to purchase.
People concerned about forestry issues are encouraged to purchase tree-free, TCF papers.

PCF (ProcessedChlorine Free)
This term is reserved for recycled paper content papers. If the paper contains some virgin, or recycled
paper that fiber is totally chlorine free. The post-consumer fiber, bleached with chlorine for its first
use, has not been rebleached with chlorine compounds. Must (~ontain at least 20% post-consumer
content.

These papers are generally identified as such on the package. A brief search identified at least 5
companies that produce "TCF" paper.
The Environmental ResourceBoard urgesthe useof chlorine free paperbecauseof the damage and
toxicity of the paperbleached with chlorine. The chlorine by-prodlllct from chlorine bleached paper
has been connected with cancerand birth defectsto name a few.
It sl¥>uld be noted that analtemative "elemental chlorine-free," or ECP, process is also available.
This process involves use of a chlorine dioxide and results in smaller amounts of chlorines in the
waste product.
This resolution proposesan environmental policy statementfor the Oneida Tribe -no use of chlorine
bleachedpaper. A quick researchindicates that the Oneida Tribe currently pays +/- $29.00 per case
(5000 sheets)of20 pound, 50% recycled, 20% post consumerre(;ycled paper. An Internet search
indicated that a similar price can be identified for 100% recyc:led, 50% post-consumer paper.
However, no recycled paper can claim to be a totally chlorine fre:epaper becauseof the unknown
manufacturing processof the recycled content. A totally chlorine 1Cree
product could be as much as
$37.00 for a case.

Further,

It i$ not clear what the cost ofa totally chlorine free paper and wh.etherthis would increase or reduce
the cost of paper products within the Oneida Tribe. The irifonnation in this Statement of Effect
addressesonly copy paper. However, the Oneida Tribe purchasesa wide range of paper products.
Antl, becauseof the volume of products purchased,could have significant volume discount savings
that I was not able to identify. It may be that during the transition period that the cost of totally
chlorine free paper products will drop as consumer use increasesthus making the environmental
policy more cost effective. And, while cost is not the only factor, it is generally considered in the
pu11t;hasing
and budgeting processes.

Conclusion
There are no legal issues which would prohibit adoption of this resolution.
significant transition period to allow for adjustmentto this policy if it is needed.

there is a

