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ONEIDA LAND CLAIMS COMMISSION 
QUARTERLY REPORT 

January 1, 2015 to March 31, 2015 
Submitted May 27, 2015/Re-submission for June, 24, 2015 per BC Request 

Submitted by Jennifer M. Stevens, LCC Executive Assistant I 490-3955 
 
LAND CLAIMS COMMISSIONERS: 
Chair-Amelia Cornelius, Vice-Chair-Loretta V. Metoxen, Secretary/Treasurer-Rita Summers, Newly Elected 
Commissioner:  Dakota Webster.   New BC appointed Commissioner; Donald McLester.  Brandon 
Stevens/Jenny Webster, BC Chair and LCC Liaison.  
 
(Note:  Need to do Internal Elections when we have a full board-waiting for another BC appointment to be 
completed after July 2015 elections.)  
 
PURPOSE: 
“Make recommendations to the Business Committee on ways to foster General Tribal Council participation in 
the decision making process regarding the settlement of the Oneida land claims in New York State.  Article I-
Authority 1-b  ~LCC By-Laws  
Special Note:  The Land Claims Commission is an educational resource and liaison for the Oneida community 
regarding the New York Land Claims case and history.  The Land Claims Commission strives to provide 
educational opportunities to learn more about the Upstate New York in order for the G.T.C. to make better 
informed and/or sound decisions.  Although, there is a sensitivity and confidentiality to our case, the Land 
Claims Commission continues to strive to assist G.T.C. members to be interested and better informed in the 
New York Land Claims case to the best of our knowledge and resourced provided for us.   

OLCC By-Laws-Duties:  2-6-d  At least one member of the Oneida Land Claims Commission will 
participate, in an advisory capacity, at all meetings and events regarding Oneida Land Claims issues. 

Resolution 3-21-77A, March 21, 1977:  Oneida Litigation Committee was established.  This is now known as 
the Oneida Land Claims Commission.   

GTC Directive July 6, 1998:  GTC directive;  “Motion that the LCC become part of the Negotiating 
Committee and work to increase the communication and education of the NY Land Claims Area with a status 
report quarterly to the GTC and the By-Laws to be approved by the GTC and brought forward at the FY99 
Budget Meeting.”  Motioned by Celene Elm and seconded by Noreen Smith-Motion carried.    

Resolution 9-4-02B Amendment to 9-11-96A.  September 4, 2002:  Land Claims Negotiation Team 
reformatted.  Identified the Chief Negotiators as the Business Committee Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, One 
Council Member, General Manager, and one Land Claims Commissioner.  

OBJECTIVES:   
The Oneida Land Claims Commission is an elected governing body and will still strive to meet the needs of the 
GTC.  LCC continues to show interest in any BC meetings regarding the New York Land Claims Issues. LCC 
continues to aim to have their files put on On-base and Jennifer Stevens is striving to put articles in the 
Kalihwisaks-our last article was about the New York Land Claims Update.  Jennifer Stevens was appointed by 
the LCC Chair, to assist in the New York Land Summit to be scheduled for spring of 2015.    
 
GTC Directives:  

Resolution 3-21-77A, March 21, 1977:  Oneida Litigation Committee was established.  This is now known as 
the Oneida Land Claims Commission.   

GTC Directive July 6, 1998:  GTC directive;  “Motion that the LCC become part of the Negotiating 
Committee and work to increase the communication and education of the NY Land Claims Area with a status 
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report quarterly to the GTC and the By-Laws to be approved by the GTC and brought forward at the FY99 
Budget Meeting.”  Motioned by Celene Elm and seconded by Noreen Smith-Motion carried.    

Resolution 9-4-02B Amendment to 9-11-96A.  September 4, 2002:  Land Claims Negotiation Team 
reformatted.  Identified the Chief Negotiators as the Business Committee Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, One 
Council Member, General Manager, and one Land Claims Commissioner.  

~~~~~~~ 

PERSONAL COMMENTS:  The Land Claims Commission has submitted their BC Quarterly Report as 
scheduled on the May 19, 2015 deadline-for the May 27, 2015 BC Meeting.  The LCC was told to reference the 
policies for reporting; the Comprehensive Policy Governing Boards, Committees, and Commissions and the 
Boards, Committees and Commissions Quarterly Reporting Procedures for the BC stated “Activities,” of the 
Commission for the three months such as; January, February, and March, 2015.  However we stated our 
objectives as requested.  We would like to clarify that we did submit this report as scheduled and based on the 
BC Quarterly Report Procedures as provided-if there is a “revised,” version of these procedures they were not 
found on the tribe’s website under the BC or the Boards, Committees, and Commissions, nor the Intranet.   
Although it does not state in either policies for the Boards, Committees and Commissions, “Activities,” the 
LCC respectively are re-submitting our report to meet the suggestions made by the Business Committee.  
Please see the following:  ACTIVIES (Requested by the BC) 
 
 

January-March, 2015 Activity Overview 

Submitted by Jennifer M. Stevens, LCC Exec. Asst. 6/18/2015 

 LCC Regular Monthly Meetings held:  January 15, February 19, and March 19 was rescheduled to April 
2-due to a death in Jennifer Stevens’ Family.  April 16, 2015 meeting was also canceled due to another 
death in Jennifer Stevens Family.  LCC had resumed to their meetings as scheduled for May 21, 2015. 

 LCC continuously requested since September, 2014 for a Joint LCC and BC Meeting. 
o Via E-mail and BC Quarterly Report-March 11, 2015 (Jennifer had a personal day-Deadline was 

Feb 17, 2015-BC Quarterly Report was submitted and Amelia Cornelius, Loretta V. Metoxen, 
and Jennifer Stevens reported on March 11, 2015.)  

 Jennifer Stevens, Executive Assistant requested as of December of 2014 to work 32 hours to 
supplement her income in a second job on Fridays-Sundays.   

 LCC Kalihwisaks Article, “Oneida Land Claims Commission Corner,” New York Land Claims Update by 
attorney Arlinda Locklear regarding our tribes support for the Stockbridge-Munsee case and Helpful 
Legal Terms. 

o Jennifer maintains the FaceBook page for the Land Claims Commission.   
o The LCC found out during their BC Quarterly Report March 11, 2015 that the Stockbridge-

Munsee New York Land Claims case was dismissed. (The LCC was not informed.)  
 LCC Pamphlet on the New York Land Claims Historical Overview; Focus-time line and George 

Washington’s relationship with the Oneida’s at Valley Forge.  Almost completed-Jennifer is developing 
it and the LCC reviewed and advised Jennifer Stevens.  She is doing research and graphic designs.  The 
pamphlet is ground work for a short video as well.  

 Amelia Cornelius requested that Jennifer Stevens be on the New York Homeland Summit advisory 
board-Jennifer attended their March 30, 2015 meeting.  
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 Jennifer Stevens was on Vacation to teach Oneida Pottery-January-1 week, February 2 weeks, and 
March-1 week.  

 NY Land Claims On-base project Manual; Jennifer Stevens is developing a manual specific to the Land 
Claims Commissioners office.  The Manual is almost completed.   

o Jennifer Stevens has worked on re-organizing office-potentially downsizing-met with Jacque 
Boyle and Craig Claussen.  

o Jennifer Stevens and Dakota Webster have agreed to work together on the On-base project 
since Jennifer doesn’t have a support staff.   

 

Regular Monthly Meeting Business Overview: 

January:  Review of both Annual and BC Quarterly Report and approved.   

February:  Special Presentation by Charles Wheelock regarding his petition, BC Quarterly Report update-
rescheduled for March 11, 2015 meeting, Internal Elections deferred until we have a full commission, and 
Vacancy update.    

March:  Regular Monthly Meeting for March 19, 2015 was canceled and rescheduled for April 2, 2015 due to a 
death in Jennifer Stevens’ family and she had to go to South Dakota.  Jennifer Stevens was requested to sit on 
the advisory board for the NY Land Claims Summit-she attended the March 30, 2015 meeting.   

    
MEETINGS: 
Land Claims Commission has been meeting once a month on a regular basis as scheduled, the third Thursday of 
every month at 5PM. The LCC Meetings were held on January 15, February 19, and March 19, (Due to a death) 
was rescheduled for April 2, 2015-Minutes have been approved for April 2, 2015. 
  
FOLLOW UP:   
Questions asked during our September 2014 BC Quarterly Report:   
LCC requests a BC and LCC Meeting Joint Meeting:  Agenda-New York Land Claims Update. 

 LCC is still waiting for a BC & Land Claims Commission Joint Meeting to be scheduled. 
   

 

 

 


