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Memorandum 

 
TO: Legislative Operating Committee 
FROM: Candice E. Skenandore, Legislative Analyst 
DATE: May 6, 2015 
RE: Leasing Law  
 
It is being proposed that the leasing provisions found in the current Real Property Law be 
removed and placed in the Leasing Law. On April 2, 2015, a public meeting was held regarding 
the Leasing Law which is a new law that establishes a process for approving leases on Tribal 
trust and fee land that complies with the Helping Expedite and Advance Responsible Tribal 
Home Ownership Act of 2012 (HEARTH Act) which results in the Tribe no longer needing 
approval from the Secretary of Interior for leases of Tribal trust land.  This process includes: 
 The terms and conditions that must be contained within a lease, including separate 

requirements for residential, agricultural and business leases. 
 How lease amendments and assignments, subleases and encumbrances are approved. 
 A requirement that environmental and cultural reviews be completed before a lease or 

lease document is approved and what those reviews entail. 
 
In addition, Land Management is responsible for developing, with Land Commission approval, 
procedures and processes for offering and awarding leases and lease documents; managing 
leases; recording leases and lease documents with appropriate entities and enforcing leases. 
 
No public meeting comments were received on the Leasing Law and no further amendments to 
the Law are recommended at this time. 
 
Conclusion 
No public meeting comments were received on this item and it is recommended the attached 
Resolution be forwarded to the Oneida Business Committee for consideration of adoption. 


