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Eocal Highway! Projectsi Mean
NewiWetlandsiin:@Oneida

It’s hard not to notice the amount of earth being moved on the
east side of County U Road, south of Shady Drive. When this
project is complete it will be a “Wetland Mitigation Bank” for

whole 80 acres.

the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WDOT).

Mitigation is a federal, state, and tribal regulatory procedure

that involves restoring wetlands
for the purpose of replacing
wetlands filled during the
construction of WDOT highway
projects.

This Mitigation Bank will provide
“credit” in the form of newly
created or restored wetland

acres for WDOT highway projects.

The project is a coordinated
effort with the Oneida Tribe and
the WDOT.
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Oneida owns the southern 40 acres and the WDOT owns
the northern 40 acres. The restoration work includes the

Ten years of monitoring and maintenance by the WDOT will

The view from 400’ above Shady Dr.
The site is available to the general public and can be used for
canoeing, wildlife viewing, and hiking. NO hunting, fishing, or
trapping during construction.

assure that the wetland is high quality and meets the goals

of replacing the types of habitat
lost during highway construction. At
the end of the 10 year maintenance
period, ownership of the northern 40
acres will be turned over to Oneida.

The project will provide valuable
habitat for wildlife, clean the water
that flows from it into Trout Creek,
and create a natural environment

for the public to enjoy. There will

be no hunting, fishing, or trapping
while the site is under construction.
For more information contact Tony
Kuchma, Wetland Project Manager at
akuchma@oneidanation.org.

Photo:-Where the Waterbirds Nest is a
132 acre site with wildlife viewing,
hiking, snowshoeing, picnicking, and .

canoeing.

ENVIRONMENTAL,
HEALTH, & SAFETY

EHSD kids learn about eco-
friendly health products, food
safety, and engineering and
planning during “Take Your Kid

to Work Day”.

The solar deployment on Tribal
Facilities project begins in
2016. EHSD will install solar
photovoltaic systems on tribal
buildings. Check out our web site
& Facebook page for more info.

Talking with community members
about our new drone technology.
See Pg. 4 for more
about the drone.
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Oneida Tribe and Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctuary Team Up to
Release Red Fox Kits at Coyote Run Natural Area

The Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctuary (BBWS)
received more than its usual share of Red
Fox kits this spring. A few had lost their
mother to a car crash, and one suffered a
broken leg. The foxes were split into three
groups, and went to private homes, where
rehabilitation was carried out by BBWS
volunteers.

After months of rehabilitation the kits were
looking for a new home. All the planning
elements aligned,
and in the end
Coyote Run Natural
Area was chosen

as the release site.
After planning had
begun, Bay Beach
S staff became aware

‘ -
that the Oneida
Nation Farm had
= donated much of
8 Red Fox kits await their the ?IS?[?] ((‘:(r?an
release at Coyote Run meat) the kits

had been eating—
only confirming
this was an excellent collaboration. The
Environmental Resource Board worked
with BBWS to organize a release date.
On July 16, EHSD staff, ERB, community
members, and BBWS representatives
arrived at Coyote Run. Eight kits were
released at the site. An additional 3 kits
were released on the reservation later in
the week at another site.

Natural Area.
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One fox kit makes a break for it. Coyote Run will
provide the foxes with excellent habitat. Photo
courtesy of Nate Wisneski, Kaliwisaks.

People hoping to catch a glimpse of the beautiful animals.

Coyote Run Natural Area

The largest natural area on the
reservation, at 900 acres—this site includes
waterfowl ponds, wetlands, forests, and

an observation overlook. Food plots, wild
rice, and bergamot have been established.
You must be a tribal member to access this
site. For more information contact Tony
Kuchma, at akuchma@oneidanation.org



Success

On June 2nd 2015, the Oneida
Nation hosted the annual Green
Bay Packers “First Down'’s for
Trees” Program celebration at

the Norbert Hill Center. On hand
were Packers President/CEO

Mark Murphy, SCA Sustainability
Manager Mike Kapalko, Green Bay
Packaging Vice President of Nat'l
Sales Rick Luftman, DNR Secretary
Cathy Stepp, and Oneida Tribe
Chairwoman Cristina Danforth.
Also present were Packers alimnu
Bill Schroeder and Gerri Ellis.
Members of the media and the
public were invited to celebrate
another successful year of the
program which donated 530 trees
to 18 local communities.

As a partner and supporter of the
program since 2011, this year
EHSD received 45 shade and fruit
trees. These trees will provide

an estimated lifetime benefit of
$219,000 for our community. The
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Oneida Business Committee and the Green Bay
Packers plant tress at Norbert Hill Center

Forestry & Trails Program Staff,
Oneida High School students
and 4th graders from Oneida

Elementary School worked together

to plant five large sugar maple
trees and nine pear trees. All the

trees were planted along pedestrian

safe route trail in front of NHC.

Thirty one trees of several varieties
were also planted at Oneida Lake.

The department wishes to thank
the students and their teachers

for participating in this innovative
program. We look forward to

your continued participation in

the future, the joy and spiritual
renewal it brings, and to sharing
our success. For more information
contact Dan Brooks, Tribal Forester,
at dbrooks@oneidanation.org.

10 Reasons Why Urban

Trees are Important
Trees produce oxygen
Trees clean soil
Trees control noise pollution
Trees slow storm water runoff
Trees store carbon
Trees clean the air
Trees shade & cool
Trees act as windbreaks
Trees fight soil erosion

New Location for Deer Registration During 54 One Stop Renovation
The Oneida Conservation Department has been working with the Retail Division, to establish an alternative location for registering deer,
geese, and turkeys once the Oneida 54 One Stop closes for renovation. Sportsmen will be able to register their harvested game at the 54
| One Stop until this location closes for reconstruction. Upon closure of the 54 One Stop, Oneida Sportsmen will be able to register game at

the E&EE One Stop, for the remainder of the seasons.

Welregretitolinform theicommunity:thatbeginning October 1, 2015 EHSD

willnollonger provide:

- pichicitableisales, rental, ordelivery

-firewoodisplitting & delivery

These services have been cut due to budget cuts, loss of temporary positions, and time constraints on staff. In addition, we have
taken on more work this year maintaining Oneida Lake and Safe Routes to Schools Trails. We will refocus our time on our backlog
of work orders and on our mission of taking care of the land and Oneida’s natural areas. Eldersiwill'still havelaccessitofree hard-
wood firewood for pick up for elder home heating needs from November 1 through March 31 at our office Né0O47 County Road U.

However, no delivery or wood splitting services will be available. Softwood isiavailable for. pickiupifor.triballmember.funeralfires,
maple camps, ceremonies, etcat ouroffice. No delivery or wood splitting services will be available.

Allwood is available on a first come first serve basis and limited to two (2) face cords of wood per month. Wood is available for
pick up Monday- Friday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm, and the 3rd Saturday of every month 8:00am-12:00pm. Must be loaded and off
site by office closing time. Picnic tables will also no longer be available to individuals or departments to rent beginning October 1.
Thank you for your understanding. For questions or concerns please contact Shad Webster at (920) 869-1450 or
swebste2@oneidanation.org.

Clyde Skenandore will be a freshman
at UWGB this fall. His interests are
engineering, reading a variety of different
literature, and learning. His future plans
include majoring in engineering and a career in
Mechanical/Nuclear Engineering.

Lexandria Metoxen will be a sophomore at
Southwest High School. Her interests are
the outdoors, sports, and painting her nails.
Lexa’s future plans include joining the military
and going to college.

Tiana Danforth will be a freshman at

St. Norbert College this fall. Tiana's
interests are sports, being with friends
and family, and watching movies. Her
future plans are to attend college and
major in sociology and minor in Spanish.

Cyle Patterson will be a senior at
Southwest High School this fall. His

interests include music, hanging out with
friends, video gaming, and Lacrosse. His
future plans are College - Bio-chemistry,

Pharmacy, and Business majors.

Eli Metoxen will be a freshman this
fall at Oneida Nation High School. He

enjoys playing basketball and football.

His future plans include becoming a
professional basketball player.

Devon Denny is entering his junior year
at Oneida Nation High School. He enjoys
professional basketball and wants to
attend college and play basketball.

Yawako
(Thank You)
EHSD Summer
Youth Workers

EHSD was awarded a Summer Tribal
Youth Worker Program grant from
the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources. We posted the positions
and youth applicants from ages 15-
19 followed the tribes hiring process
to apply. We were very pleased to
have a great group of 27 applicants.
The DNR grant focuses on
introducing tribally enrolled youth to
the variety of outdoor-based careers
available in the natural resources
field, and encourages them to
pursue college degrees in natural
resource fields. The youth have
worked with mentors at EHSD and
the Division of Land Management
since mid-June.

We are very pleased to have so
many youth interested in the
environmental areas and able to
experience work in the outdoors.
We wish them all the best of luck

in their future education and hope
we see them again back at EHSD!
For information on the WDNR grant
program contact Sylvia at scornel2@
oneidanation.org

Not pictured:

Sky Webster-Poupart will be a
sophomore at Ashwaubenon

High School. Sky is interested in
ornithology and attending Cornell.
Unfortunately Sky injured his foot
and had to withdraw from the
intern program.

Swayortahsli-yo
You all did
good work!



Trout Stream Classification

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) uses three categories to classify the different
types of trout streams throughout Wisconsin:

Class 1

High quality trout waters that have sufficient natural
reproduction to sustain populations of wild trout,

at or near carrying capacity. Consequently, streams
in this category require no stocking of hatchery
trout. These stream sections are often small and
may contain small, slow growing trout, especially in
headwaters. There are 5,400 miles of Class 1 trout
streams in Wisconsin, making up 41% of the total
trout stream mileage.

Class 2

Streams in this classification may have some natural
reproduction, but not enough to use available food
and space. So, stocking is required to maintain a
desirable sport fishery. These

and habitat- several restoration projects have been
completed since 2000.

Projects have included manure containment system
installation, installing log jams as habitat, installing
buffers and grass waterways, and re-meandering
stream stretches that were straightened years ago—
in an effort to get water off farm fields quickly.

This stretch has been re-meandered, planted
with a grass waterway, and trees. The goal is to
cool the water down and slow the flow.

streams have good survival
and carryover of adult trout,
often producing some fish
larger than the average size.
There are 5,912 miles of Class
2 trout streams in Wisconsin
and comprise 45% of the
state’s total trout stream
mileage.

Stocking

It has been decades since trout swam
in Trout Creek.

Brook Trout were reintroduced to
Trout Creek in 2009. Additional fish
were stocked in 2010 and 2011, and
fisheries surveys conducted by
EHSD have documented sufficient

Class 3

These waters are marginal
trout habitat with no natural
reproduction occurring. They
require annual stocking of trout to provide fishing.
There are 1, 864 miles of Class 3 trout streams in
Wisconsin, comprising 14% of Wisconsin’s total trout
stream mileage.

Restoration of Trout Creek
on the Oneida Reservation

Many years of poor livestock management practices
created poor water quality and trout habitat in
Trout Creek. Sediment, fertilizer, manure runoff,
ditching, and tiling were preventing any chance of
the return of trout. In order to restore water quality

This photo shows the three size
classes of trout from Trout Creek
on the Oneida Reservation.

survival rates for the stream to be
reclassified as a trout stream.

Working with Wisconsin DNR Fisheries
staff and using this information as guidance, a large
section of Trout Creek will now receive a Class 11
trout stream designation. With this designation,
areas of the stream outside of tribal control will
receive additional protection and management. The
designation will also ensure that stocking of Brook
trout will continue in the future.

For more information contact Jason Spiegel, Envi-
ronmental Specialist, at jspiegel@oneidanation.org.

Source: www.dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing/trout/
streamclassification
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A family enjoys building
sandcastles at the lake
during our Fishing Day

Event in July.
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Oneida Nation
Elementary School

programmed. Drones come in all different shapes and sizes

One of the advantages of drone use, is the ability to see a lot of land

at once, for very little cost. This can give drone users the ability to
manage land, water, wildlife, crops, roads, and even disaster scenes

inexpensively. It can improve safety, by seeing what potential dangers

exist on the landscape. Examples have included avalanche rescues
and bridge safety surveillance.

Drones can monitor wildlife in hard to reach areas and can assist

in climate change research. They can be used to photograph large
properties for real estate purposes, and to monitor environmental
compliance. Drone footage was used in August to assess damage
done to the Animas River in Colorado after 3 million gallons of mine
waste were released.

EHSD staff are using drone technology
to identify hazards in the field.

LOGY

A drone, also known as an unmanned aerial vehicle (or UAV), are flight tools that take to the air without human
pilots. They are either controlled by people from the ground, or sometimes they can fly themselves once

Phragmites- invasive species

Little Bear Development Center
and the water tower

Tracking the progress of the
S. Branch of the Suamico River
restoration project.

We were awarded a grant from the Wisconsin Tribal Conservation
Advisory Council (WTCAC) to purchase a drone for invasive species
monitoring.

This particular drone is a Phantom 3 Professional and it is a remote
controlled UAV with a built-in camera that takes photographs and
records video.

EHSD is using the Federal Aviation Administrations current guidance on
drone use. The general rules are; stay away from airports, stay under 400
feet of elevation, respect privacy, stay away from public utilities, etc.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
MIKE ARCE — marce@oneidanation.org.

Our goal is to utilize this new technology to increase our efficiency
and accuracy while we collect data and map areas.

As far as we know, we are the first tribe in the state to use this kind
of equipment as part of their Invasive Species Program. We are
confident that this tool will be useful not only for Oneida, but other
tribes as well.

e Collecting photographs and documenting plant community make
up—medicinal and invasive

e Creating up to date maps
» ldentify areas for invasive species from the air rather than on foot
 Identify and avoid hazards in the field before we take equipment in

e Collect before and after photos of large Phragmites stands that
were controlled and document the effectiveness of the treatments



